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What Ot}]ers Are
Saying . . .

Some of the feedback we have received about Victory in Jesus—
an earlier edition of this current expanded and retitled volume:

I recommend this new book on practical Christian liv-
ing by pastor and evangelist Bill Liversidge. Victory in Jesus:
Embracing His Death and Receiving His Overcoming Life is
about Righteousness by Faith, but Bill’s goal isn’t to dissect
the doctrine theologically but to apply it to the “average”
Christian who wants a closer personal relationship with
Christ. Bill has a gift for making the complicated simple. As
I read and edited his book in manuscript form, I found that
he opened for me new windows, through which I could see
truth more clearly than before. This book speaks directly
to those who hunger for help on the basics of Christian liv-
ing—the “how-to” of building a relationship with Jesus.

—Ken McFarland, book editor and former Editorial Vice
President for Pacific Press

I would encourage people of all faiths and of no faith
to read this book, an excellent rendering on Righteousness
by Faith. I consider Victory in Jesus—like Philip Yancey’s
What's So Amazing About Grace?—to be one of those wa-
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tershed books that takes Jesus Christ back from the filters of
the theologians and gives Him directly and undiluted to the
people. I would challenge anyone to read Victory in Jesus and
not come away with a clearer picture of the power of grace
and the blessed assurance that Jesus Christ is in the business
of saving to the uttermost anyone who wishes to be. I rec-
ommend you read this treasure. You will find that it speaks
volumes of encouragement just when you need it the most.
This book also contains great sermon ideas for pastors. As
the Psalmist says, “Taste and see”

—Bruce W. Koch, Washington

A member of my church was recently diagnosed with
very aggressive cancer. During a brief respite at home his
wife read to him the book, Victory in Jesus: Embracing His
Death and Receiving His Overcoming Life, by Pastor Bill
Liversidge. For the first time, this man was able to rejoice in
the good news, having peace and assurance in the salvation
of his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. His family is now at
peace, too, knowing that their husband, father and grandfa-
ther finally entered into true belief before he passed away.

—Tennessee

I need to give Pastor Bill Liversidge a warm heart-
felt “thank-you” for the awesome book, Victory in Jesus:
Embracing His Death and Receiving His Overcoming Life.
It’s just the eyesalve one needs living in the time of luke-
warm Laodicea. Having grown up in a legalistic family, I
have fought the battle of faith vs. works many times and
for many years in my mind. But never has it been so clearly
presented ... how to gain the victory in Christ and with
such simplicity. This book has changed my life as I have
found freedom from the condemnation of legalism in its
pages. ... It is a must read for all of our weary brothers and



sisters who are ‘fighting the good fight of faith! [We all] ur-
gently need this message!

—Georgia

After reading Victory in Jesus, my views on my Christian
life completely changed. Three years prior I went through
a torturous time in my life. ... Satan would terrorize me ...
I was completely trapped in my mind and I felt like I was
doomed. ... I would ask [God] things like, “Lord help me
fight this, help me defeat Satan” Though I did get rid of
the medication that caused these ... terrors ..., in the back
of my mind I was always fearful that Satan could just snap
his fingers and I would be in the same mental agony and
torture [ went through that summer. I just broke down,
cried and praised God. For the first time I realized Jesus
had already defeated Satan for me, I didn’t need to fight.
“The enemy is only deceiving you into thinking that this is
a struggle between you and him, because he knows that the
real struggle was between Christ and him -- and he lost that
struggle. He doesn’t ever want you to find that out, so that
you will continue to feel that somehow now, you have to
meet him and take him on. And you don’t. You simply need
to move into belief” All the fear and the agony in the back
of my mind was gone. Praise God for using Mr. Liversidge
to write such a life-changing book!

—California

Reading Bill’s book, we are appreciating the good news
here in NZ. Praise God for the wonderful gifts that are ours
in Jesus, praise Him for the clear picture of the good news
he has given us through Bill’s ministry. What a wonderful
privilege we have to receive Jesus daily. I'm enjoying the
step-by-step process [of victory] so clearly outlined.

—New Zealand
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We want to thank you, Pastor Bill, for your gracious gift
of a case of the Victory in Jesus books to our ministry, Bible
Facts, a correspondence school. We give Victory in Jesus
to our graduates. It is a great ending, wrapping up and
concluding our studies with the students, who report that
they are truly motivated and drawn closer to Jesus. They
hate to end the studies and keep requesting more. At the
Spirit’s prompting I developed a set of studies to go along
with Victory in Jesus. The students appreciate answering
the questions because that helps them to remember what
they’ve read. But I believe I received the greatest blessing in
preparing these studies, one of the most exciting I've ever
done. Victory in Jesus came so alive as I re-read it and wrote
down the questions. I even hated to go to bed at night,
or for that matter clean house or fix dinner! [ was just so
engulfed in the whole book. I learned so much from devel-
oping my own studies that I now get it. I will never be the
same nor go back to my old thinking ever again. I am free
to allow Jesus to shine His light through me. I have never
felt freer or more assured of my salvation. [ am finished
struggling to be me. Now I will just let Jesus work through
me and change me. It is so easy now to be me—to die to
self and let Christ live in me, wow! To let God’s Spirit work
it all out, to create new pathways and new thinking habits,
till one day it will all be really me that has truly trans-
formed into the image of Christ. His mind will be mine;
His thoughts will become my thoughts. I am now truly
liberated. Thank you, Bill. I have so much more to give my
students.

—South Carolina



And some feedback on the Victory in Jesus CDs:

This [the Victory in Jesus CDs] can be a very useful tool
for believers who are struggling to understand various is-
sues around salvation, and how the transforming grace of
Christ works in the lives of His followers.

—Monte Sahlin, in a column in the Adventist Review,
April 19, 2007, p. 30.

We have been listening to the Victory in Jesus CDs by
Pastor Bill Liversidge. It has changed the way we pray as
well as the way we approach Christian living. Praise God.

—Tennessee

... a quick thank you ... for making available the
Victory in Jesus [CD] series. My husband is a pastor in ...
Pennsylvania .... It has been a huge blessing to our lives.
I've understood the message of justification and sanctifica-
tion before, but it never made as much sense as it does now.
Jesus is truly beautiful!

—DPennsylvania

You can’t begin to imagine how the Victory in Jesus CDs
have helped me to have a new insight in Jesus. I have been
one of those who have asked for forgiveness for the same
sin over and over and over. [ am searching for peace in my
life. Pastor Bill is one of the most influential pastors that
has made loving Jesus and believing in Him so simple. I just
listened to the Victory in Jesus series twice while driving to
Michigan. I need to listen to them even more because the
information is so invaluable for one who has often felt dis-
couraged, wondering if I could ever make it to heaven. Pastor
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Bill helped me to feel that I was very special to Jesus and that
all I need to do is to come to the cross daily and thank Jesus
for what He has done for me by taking on my sins, pleading
guilty on my behalf, therefore making me innocent and righ-
teous in God’s eyes. What a wonderful gift! The doubt of my
assurance in salvation is lifting.

—Florida

... a friend of mine at church walked up to me ... and
handed me a set of CDs called Victory in Jesus. Nothing
spectacular, I thought, surely I've heard this before. ...I think
I cried most of the way through the set. I have never had that
clarity before. I praise God each day for the gift Jesus gave
on the cross, and for sending His Spirit to indwell me and
sanctify and teach me. I have since been telling others about
it. After listening to the set at least 30 times, I am more in
love with God than I have ever been. And it shows - in my
changed desires, love for talking about Him, and even the fi-
ery trials Satan is thrusting upon us. I am learning to TRUST
the Father more and more. ...Thank you, Pastor Liversidge,
for carrying the torch that is lighting the Way for so many.

—Maryland

I'm a 27-year-old guy. I visited a seminar you had a few
months back in Hickory, NC. ... I listen to your CDs every
week; it helps me remove the focus from myself so very
much. I know what a terrible person I am, but 'm going to
focus on what a beautiful person God is. I don’t deserve this
beauty. Thanks, friend.

—North Carolina
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Are you struggling with temptation and sin? Are there things
in your life that it seems Christ has been unable to overcome?
Are you wondering if victory will ever happen? Are you getting
discouraged, beginning to think that you are a lost cause? Is your
faith at a low ebb? Perhaps you've even come to the point where
you've started to believe that you might as well enjoy sinning if
victory is improbable or impossible!

Or maybe you just don't feel that you are measuring up to the
high standard of God’s character. The “fruit of the Spirit"—“love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control”—is not being consistently revealed in your life.
Galatians 5:22, 23.

Please know that you are not alone. Many Christians, including
myself, have had this same experience. We all continue to have
the need to live by faith in the overcoming Christ and in His love
for us—to walk in the sure knowledge in our hearts and minds
that He loves us with an unconditional love—that He is able, will-
ing and faithful to overcome all the sins and character defects in
our lives by living in us through the Holy Spirit!



Overcoming Through Jesus is the result of reediting the book,
Victory in Jesus, to broaden its appeal to Christians of all faiths.
During this latest editing process much new material has been
added that was not in Victory in Jesus. Victory in Jesus was the
product of many “Victory in Jesus” seminars given by Pastor Bill
Liversidge in various locations around the world. I have been
privileged to attend a number of these seminars and have been
immeasurably blessed every time by the Good News so clearly
presented.

What you are about to read is based on the book of Romans,
chapters 5 through 8. In this book Pastor Bill Liversidge, speaker/
director of Creative Media Ministries, will lead you into a clear
understanding of the Good News. The death of Jesus is the es-
sential foundation to understanding and receiving all that God
desires for you. You will know the truth of salvation, victory, and
righteousness through the death and indwelling life of Christ,
who is the solution for the sin problem. You will gain in these
pages not only a theological knowledge of Christian victory but
also practical steps to put into place that will yield powerful
changes in your life. You will no longer find yourself needing to
ask forgiveness for the same old sins over and over again. Pastor
Bill presents some very Good News indeed.

I pray that this practical guide to being an “overcomer” will
strengthen you, that you will be revived in your walk with Christ,
that you will once again be restored to a faith which believes that
with Christ all things are possible, and that you will experience
true, lasting freedom through an ever-deepening relationship
with Him.

[ am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of
God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the
Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness
from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from
first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by
faith” Romans 1:16, 17 (emphasis added).

—Ann Anderson

X1
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Bill Liversi(lge

INDUCTIVE TEACHER OF THE WORD

Bill Liversidge is a native of Melbourne, Australia. His ministry
has spanned over forty years and has included ten years as a mission-
ary in New Guinea, church pastor, college teacher, as well as various
prominent departmental church leadership positions. In recent years,
Pastor Liversidge has traveled the world giving a series of advanced
Inductive Bible seminars.

He attended Avondale College in Australia, Andrews University
Theological Seminary in Berrien Springs, Michigan; and Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California.

Pastor Liversidge has a highly developed teaching style based on
the Inductive Method. The Inductive approach has led thousands of
people to gain tremendous spiritual insights, conviction, and growth,
since it can overcome preconceived notions and limited perspectives.
The real power is in the Word, under the twin guidance provided by
the Holy Spirit and the Body of Christ.

Bill's students are highly motivated as they self-discover the great
truths of scripture through group participation and continual pri-
vate study. Profound discoveries have been made in the Word of
God, and the book of Revelation especially has begun to yield its se-
crets through the group discovery process. Many have experienced

X1V



life-changing encounters with God through dynamic seminars open
to people of all faiths and denominations.

Bill's commitment to the “Priesthood of All Believers” and the
biblical blueprint for church growth remains undiminished. As
President for the past twenty years of Creative Media Ministries,
Pastor Liversidge is dedicated to equipping believers in the biblical
principles needed to develop their spiritual gifts and move into effec-
tive ministry, revealing Christ and His character through His living
Body—the Church. All members are thereby lifted up to their maxi-
mum God-intended potential within the whole Body.

XV
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CHAPTER ONE

Grace.. .the Real
and the Counterfeit

Before you read this chapter, I want to urge you first to read
Romans, chapter 5, in your Bible. Go ahead and do that now—
this book will still be here when you’re done!

... OK, now let’s consider a little background history, because
I think we should be intelligent regarding the origins of the
Protestant movement. The fact that there is confusion at times
among Protestants—especially on serious matters such as
salvation—is undoubtedly a reflection of the fact that they have
an insufficient knowledge of where and how the Protestant
movement began.

Of course, to trace these beginnings, we need to go back to the
Reformation. Protestants of all faiths have always been proud, in
fact, of being able to say that they stand on the shoulders of the
reformers.

The sixteenth century—when the Reformation began—
followed more than a thousand years during which Roman
Catholicism dominated the religious world and even much of the

17
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18 « OVERCOMING THROUGH JESUS

political world. According to Bible prophecy, this long era of the
Dark Ages lasted for 1,260 years (see Daniel 7:25 and Revelation
12:6). During these centuries, Catholicism involved itself heavily
in politics and attempted to control people’s lives—even their
individual relationships with God.

Throughout these Dark Ages, the Church forbade the common
people access to the Bible. The priests became a controlling
influence in people’s lives. They had to trust the priest to tell them
what God was like, how to relate to Him, and how He felt about
them.

The Church even did its best to control people’s means. They
required the payment of fees called indulgences to purchase God’s
favor following their death—basically, prepaying the “wages”
(penalty) of sin. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 6:23. Martin Luther
was especially offended by this concept of indulgences.

I think it’s quite miraculous that God used a Catholic monk
to launch the Reformation—it convinces me more strongly than
ever that God is no respecter of persons. It doesn’t matter what
your denomination is—or what religious convictions you have.
If your heart is open toward God, you will be drawn to Him, and
He will open to your mind an understanding of the truth about
Himself.

God has precious children in every church. So we ought not to
be surprised that in the darkest period of history in this world,
God had precious children—including priests—whose hearts
were actually open to hearing the truth about God, despite the
fact that they were part of a system that was leading people astray.
I think that’s miraculous! It shows how gracious God is!

I'magreatadmirer of Martin Luther.Iknowhe wasarough,some
might even say crude, man—but I like his strength of character. I
like that when he came to a discovery biblically, he was courageous
enough to stand firmly for it, even if all the winds were blowing
against him. When ultimately, Martin Luther came before the
Diet of Worms (1521), most of the bishops of Catholicism were
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there, along with many of the kings and emperors of Europe. Yet
here’s this humble monk, who fearlessly and firmly says to them
all, “Here I stand, I can do no other—because it is written, ‘The
just shall live by faith” (See Romans 1:17, NKJV).

The Dark Ages—a thousand years, plus.
Why the “dark” ages?
No light. No light at all.

No light concerning what? Concerning—especially—what
teaching?

The character of God.
And what particular aspect of God’s character?
Grace.

God has always been so gracious to the human race. And
Catholicism for centuries kept a wall of darkness between God’s
grace and the people He had created. The longer the Church
reigned, the more dense grew the darkness. The Church twisted
the definition of grace: it could be purchased—it could be
earned.

People were taught that if they paid enough money, God would
feel better toward them and would reduce the thousands of years
they would have to spend in purgatory. The few fortunate wealthy
could pay their way right out of purgatory and go immediately, at
death, to a higher place.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, even today, advocates
the use of indulgences: “Through indulgences the faithful can
obtain the remission of temporal punishment resulting from sin

for themselves and also for the souls in Purgatory” (paragraph
1498, CCQ).

Yet today, sincere Christian people in all denominations,
including Catholicism, can be found in small Bible study groups
in which they rediscover what Martin Luther found five hundred
years ago—the Bible evidence for how gracious God is.
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20 « OVERCOMING THROUGH JESUS

THE SACRAMENTS

The Catholic Church is known for its seven sacraments:
Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist (the Mass), Penance (often
called Confession), Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders, and
Matrimony (paragraph 1113, CCC).

The sacraments were designed by the Church to enable grace to
come upon its members. They are taught by the Catholic Church
to be “efficacious signs of grace...by which divine life is dispensed”
and to confer grace upon its members (paragraphs 1131 and 1127,
CCC). For example, if you took part in the sacrament of Penance for
acknowledged sins, you'd be able to receive “so much” forgiveness.

But what should really occupy the place of the sacraments?
There is really only one source of grace—and that Source is Jesus!
There is only one Mediator between God and man. “For there
is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus” “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved” 1 Timothy 2:5; Acts 4:12.

You see, Christians in the Protestant tradition believe that Jesus
has opened the door for the grace of God to come upon people
freely. But the Catholic system—and it’s important to grasp this—
has always been a system where people DO things they believe
will enable God to feel better toward them. It was—and is—a
system based on human works.

The chances of receiving light for those born into a legalistic
system of salvation by works are limited, because systems tend to
perpetuate themselves. Some Protestants have their own struggles
in this area—let’s face it. I don’t mind telling you that if you really
preached free grace today, in some places you could be stoned.
I'm serious—even in supposedly Christian churches.

Someone sitting out there listening to the good news of free
grace may say, “Oh, thank You, God! I feel hope for the first time!
For the first time in my life, I actually feel hope that I might be
saved. I've just seen how gracious God is”
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Yet at the same time that somebody sitting in a pew is falling
to his or her knees to praise God, others are picking up stones.
Consider, for example, the woman who shouted at me as I left a
church one morning: “You've left out the most important part!”

“I've just spent an hour showing you the significance of the
death and resurrection of Jesus,” I replied.

“But;” she protested, “you’ve left out my role in all this”

“Well” I answered, “I hate to tell you this, sister, but you should
fall down on your knees and repent immediately, if you think that
you are capable of doing something that will earn you the favor
and the righteousness of God”

Let’s face it—Christians haven't always done that well in helping
people see the grace of God. Every now and again, we witness a
breakthrough, when people realize they are liberated and free in
Jesus. Yet others start calling them liberals, simply because they
now realize that the grace of God could never be earned—that it
is given to everyone freely. The discovery of free grace should not
automatically place the believer in the liberal camp, as if somehow,
they are now in danger of suddenly running out to break all the
rules.

THE FAITHFUL WALDENSES

Disagreements over grace became a life-and-death struggle for
the early Christian Church—and the light of truth almost went
out. Little groups of people who understood that God’s grace was a
free gift, such as the Waldenses, hid in caves to escape persecution
for their unyielding belief in God’s free gift of grace. Nevertheless,
even these faithful ones were ultimately compromised. They were
tricked.

The high mountain valleys where the Waldenses retreated were
located in northern Italy and southern France. Narrow entrances
to the valleys made them easy to defend.

But an emissary of the pope sent them a message, that if they
would allow the papal representative to come in, the Waldenses
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22 « OVERCOMING THROUGH JESUS

would be given religious liberty and freedom. Well, it didn’t
happen. They allowed the emissary to come in, but they lost their
freedom and liberty in the process. It’s a very sad story.

The light of truth almost went out in Europe! And had there
not been expeditions of enlightened believers traveling across to
the New World, I think the light might indeed have gone out! But
God wasn't prepared to have the light go out. Even a handful of
believers was enough, and He sent them across to the New World
so that the light of truth would never be extinguished and could
be understood again in these last days.

Without doubt, the Reformation was the single most significant
event in the history of Christianity since the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus!

Jesus came to bring light into a world that for about 4,000 years
had been shrouded in pagan darkness. Yet before too long, the
people of the world were again being taught that they must do
everything possible to appease God—to cause Him to feel better
toward them. What a terrible counterfeit of the truth! What a
perversion of the truth of God’s free grace!

C}lapter Review

1. In what ways did the Established Catholic Church attempt
to control the spiritual lives of the people during the Dark
Ages?

2. What type of person is God able to draw to Himself and
use to accomplish His purposes?

3. Who launched the Protestant Reformation?

4. What light was kept hidden during the long years of the
Dark Ages?
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5. What is the perversion of the truth of God’s free grace?
6. What is the only source of grace?

7. What is the single most significant event in the history
of Christianity since the birth, death and resurrection of
Christ?

THOUGHT QUESTION

Examine your own life. Are you doing anything in an attempt
to appease God—to earn His favor and righteousness? Are you
truly receiving His grace as a free gift?
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CHAPTER TWO

Two Views of Salvation

C ; hat was the biggest—the most important—sacrament of
the medieval Church?

What did they call it? The Mass (Eucharist). Yes, the Mass was
the number-one sacrament. And who was the key player in the
Mass? The priest—who had authority to command the Son of
God to come down and enter into the wafer. What an elevated
position for a priest to be in! Incredible!

But as the Reformation drew near, God reached a point where
He said, “Enough!”

And what enabled God finally to say, “Enough!”? What
development enabled Him to say, “I'm going to let the light start
to shine?”

The printing press was definitely a big factor. But the biggest
factor was that finally, God found Himself a man! You know, I've
wondered for years whether God, in fact, didn’t have—couldn’t
find—a man for all those hundreds of years. That’s a scary thought,
you know? Was there no Joshua, no Elijah, no Paul? Perhaps He
had to wait. But what a man He finally had on His hands—rough,
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coarse—but a man serious about God and His Word and prepared
to act on it!

You know, when Martin Luther turned and walked out of that
assembly at the Diet of Worms—it has been said there’s never
been a more glittering assembly of kings and priests and cardinals
and bishops ever assembled on this earth—when he turned and
walked out, I think that’s one of the greatest moments in history.

Luther turned his back and just walked out, unharmed—and,
as you may know the story, was kidnapped on behalf of Frederick
the Wise, the Elector of Saxony, and hidden in a castle, where
he spent his time translating the New Testament into German.
Wow!

I don’t think the Established Religious System had a clue what
would happen once the Bible was printed in the languages of the
common people.

We think Luther was the biggest factor, but perhaps the printed
Word was the number-one factor. It really took both the Word
and a man who would unchain it for the common people.

And the great issue of the Reformation—as we noted in the
previous chapter—focused on grace. The Established Church
(Catholicism) maintained that grace could be earned, or even
purchased. It held that an intermediate step between God and a
believer was necessary in order to receive it.

Two ideologies, or theories, of salvation developed out of the
Reformation. On one side were the teachings of the reformer
John Calvin. He was a great man of God. And while you may not
agree (I don’t) with everything he taught—a view of truth called
Calvinism—he wrote some stirring things. Calvin’s exposition
on the meaning of baptism is one of the most profound I have
ever read. He saw with great insight that baptism brings believers
into full membership in the spiritual Body of Christ, while giving
them the assurance of their inheritance of the covenant promises
of God.

On the other hand, we have what is known as Arminianism.
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Calvinism and Arminianism set forth two contrasting schools of
thought.

So how were these two schools of thought different?

Calvinism says that God only made provision for salvation at
the cross—that He didn’t save anybody at the cross but just made
provision for salvation. Calvinism goes even farther and says that
God’s provision for salvation was not for everyone—but only for
“the elect”

One of the biggest theories associated with Calvinism is the
theory of predestination—the idea that God chose only certain
people to be saved. That’s how we think of Calvinism—God
planned to redeem only certain people. You can imagine the
picture of God that lies behind this. God planned to redeem only
the elect. And they were the only ones for whom the provision for
salvation was made at the cross.

Calvinists have a problem with certain texts of Scripture. For
example (emphases supplied):

» John 12:32: “But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men to myself”

» John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life”

» 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as
some understand slowness. He is patient with you,
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance”

Calvinism has a serious struggle with such texts. They are
known as “universalist” texts, because they appear to show that
whatever God accomplished at the cross was for everyone, as
opposed to a select group of “elite” elect people. Calvinism, by
the way, is a very disillusioning philosophy, if you conclude that
you are not among the elect. Imagine if you were considered not
to be among the elect!

So that’s one side—one of the views of salvation.
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A BETTER VIEW?

Now, the other side took a much stronger stand. This side said
that God didn’t simply make provision for salvation at the cross
but that He actually redeemed mankind at the cross. So it was not
a provision—it was a redemption—that took place at the cross.

But—even this “better” view of salvation had its limitations, by
saying that salvation depends upon man’s ability to repent and
confess, rather than on the sublime fact that God permitted His
Son, “who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him” 2 Corinthians 5:21,
NASB. Are you beginning to notice something?

That God actually did redeem mankind at the cross sounds
totally wonderful to begin with. He paid the price—and we
certainly have no problem with that.

But then this “better” view goes on to say—and to say it
emphatically—that salvation is absolutely dependent on man’s
ability to repent and confess. So what are you noticing? What are
you hearing?

What we are actually hearing here is Catholicism served up in
Protestant dress. What we are hearing is a subtle restatement of
the theology: “If I can do this... or this... I will be deserving of the
grace of God—of His salvation. But only as long as I do this... or
this...” It’s my repentance. My confession. My good works.

I know many people, by the way, who believe that unless they
can confess something, they’re not forgiven. I hope you didn’t miss
those words. I know many people who believe that unless they
can confess something—or everything, really—they will never be
forgiven. That is another form of the key Arminian error.

Confession, after all, is not something you do in order to receive
the grace of God but is instead a demonstration—a “fruit’—
showing that the grace of God has come into your life.

For example, I'm rather fascinated that in Scripture, repentance
is given to the children of God. “God exalted him to his own right
hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and
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forgiveness of sins to Israel” “Or do you show contempt for the riches
of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God’s
kindness leads you toward repentance?” Acts 5:31; Romans 2:4.

Repentance is God’s gift to His children. Confession too is
an evidence that the grace of God has come into my life. I'm
now open with God, because I'm enjoying a relationship with
Him—and I don’t keep secrets from somebody with whom I
want a healthy relationship. But it’s so easy to turn repentance
and confession around to make them the means of receiving the
grace of God.

This view of things is all too common not only among Christians
but among those of other faiths as well. I know people who keep the
Sabbath, for example, because they believe that if they don’t keep
it a certain way, they will be lost. In other words, the way they keep
the Sabbath determines whether or not they receive the grace of
God. But in actual fact, the way they keep the Sabbath is a reflection
of whether or not the grace of God has entered into them!

The Jews, as you may know, had over 600 rules in the Mishnah.
The reason God finally said to the Jews, “I'm taking the kingdom
from you, and giving it to a people who were once not My
people” (see Romans 9:25, 26) and took from the Jewish nation
the privilege of revealing Himself to the world was because they
were perpetuating a system that said, “If you observe these 600
ways of keeping the Sabbath, you will be guaranteed the favor of
God”

Paul described this situation in Romans 9:30-33:

What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not
pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that
is by faith; but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness,
has not attained it. Why not? Because they pursued it not
by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the
“stumbling stone” As it is written: “See, I lay in Zion a stone
that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall,
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame”
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God’s grace and favor come to us as a free gift. We can't say that
enough. We do not earn it. We do not deserve it. We do not work
for it. We do not make ourselves good enough for it. It’s ours,
free—is that not a relief? Is that not good news?

C}lapter Review

1. What work did Martin Luther do while hiding in a castle
in Germany? What effect did it have on the common
people?

2. What was the great issue of the Reformation?

3. Describe the theory of predestination associated with
Calvinism.

4. Review the Scriptures listed in this chapter that would
trouble Calvinists.

5. How did Arminianism fall short of the truth of God’s free
grace?

6. Describe how repentance and confession are related to
God’s gracious gift of salvation.

THOUGHT QUESTION

In what ways could you demonstrate your appreciation of the
free gift of God’s grace?

FORrR FURTHER STUDY

Can you find other Scriptures in the Bible that would trouble
Calvinists?
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Use a concordance (e.g., Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance—not
the abbreviated one in the back of your Bible) to study the use
of the words repent and confess plus variations of those words
(e.g., repentance, confession) throughout the Bible. Be prepared
to share what you learn.
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CHAPTER THREE

The Line Between
Faith and Works

A world of difference exists between obeying God because
youre enjoying a saved relationship with Him—and keeping
His commandments instead because you hope that by doing so,
maybe God will feel better toward you, so you'll have His smile
and not His frown.

You can do a great deal simply to reveal that you have already
received salvation—instead of doing things in order to earn or
deserve salvation. It’s a wonderful experience to get to a place
where you finally realize there is not a single thing that you can
“do” to be saved.

To cross the line between faith and works is all too easy. I even
know people who are self-righteous about their understanding of
Righteousness by Faith! I'm serious! They are so proud of the fact
that their understanding of this great truth is so much greater
than everybody else’s, that they've crossed the line from faith...
into works.

This is quite likely the greatest danger faced by all Christians in
the Protestant tradition. Protestantism broke away from this, and
that is what made it such a remarkable, powerful movement.
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Faith. Some people think that because of faith, they have
nothing to do. But my experience tells me that entering into a
life of constant faith is a pretty big challenge. I continually need
to check my motives—to be sure I'm not doing some good thing
in order to get more of God’s grace, but rather that I'm doing
good or obeying because of my deep gratitude for the grace He’s
already given me. Now, I'm more than willing—I'm eager—to do
whatever God says is pleasing to Him.

I've been looking at people for years and asking, “Why do
people have such a problem doing what God says is pleasing to
Him?”

And I've found the answer to that question. If I think I have
to do good things in order to guarantee that God will feel
good toward me, then ultimately, I'm going to hate God—He’s
made my life miserable. That’s what I've concluded after years
of watching people who try to find ways around what God
says is pleasing to Him. Sometimes they’ll even ask for my
support or approval to do this. And I look at them with pity.
Because they’re still not seeing how gracious God has been in
Jesus Christ!

You can always tell when somebody hasn’t really, fully seen
God'’s graciousness, because they will approach you and say, “Oh,
you know, it’s so hard. I'm struggling with this, and this, and this”
And you know the one thing they never mention? It’s what God
has done in Christ.

Instead, they’re so overwhelmed with their circumstances, their
problems, their challenges, and the difficulties of living, that you
never hear them talk about what God has done in Christ. What
they’re really saying is, “I'm not making it, and God isn’t feeling
very good toward me. So I may as well just go out and blow it”
How many hundreds of people have I heard say this! Because they
don’t think God feels very good about them, they don’t feel good
about God! Do any of us really enjoy hanging around people we're
pretty sure don't like us?

I wasn't reared as a Christian, as some of you may know, so my
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own thinking was not along those lines—and I praise God for
that.

Christians so much need to be really clear about this relationship
between faith and works—between doing good so God will save
us and doing good from gratitude that He already has! If we are
confused about this, we risk falling into the same pattern as the
Jews of Bible times. And if that happens, we forfeit the privilege
of revealing God to the world. Because the truth of God’s grace is
again, just what we noted in the previous chapter:

God’s grace can’t be earned.

We can’t do anything to deserve it.
It’s not a reward for doing right.
It’s not a payment for obedience.
It’s not based on anything we “do”

Grace is based on what Jesus did. It’s ours even if we don’t
deserve it. And God doesn’t wait to see if we will obey and “do
right” before He gives us the free gift of grace.

Is this good news? Is this not the best news ever?

C}lapter Review

1. What is the fine line between faith and works?

2. What can you do to maintain the proper balance between
faith and works in your life?

3. What makes it so hard to do what God says is pleasing to
Him?

4. What would cause you to forfeit the privilege of revealing
God to the world?
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5. What is the good news about the truth of God’s grace?

THOUGHT QUESTION

Can you recall situations where you have crossed the line
between faith and works?



CHAPTER FOUR

Means—or Fruit?

If people don’t find the grace of God in churches that claim to be
walking in the light, what then?

They may go looking elsewhere.
They may become disillusioned.
Or they may give up totally.

Now, I don’t think Christians need to lace up their walking
shoes and start out on a guilt trip just because they are aware of
inconsistencies in churches that claim to be walking in the light.
Despite obstacles of this nature, many have indeed found God’s
grace.

I have a great burden about this. It would appear that many
Christians, some naively, some inadvertently, and some
ignorantly, are drifting into a mindset that says that if they don’t
“do” this, or don’t measure up in this...or this....or even this...
God will not feel good toward them. He will not be pleased or
happy with them.

And sadly, some, while under the shadow of this kind of
thinking, find that a holy life eludes them. Why? Because a holy
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life is possessed only by those who see and respond to the free
grace of God. So it becomes something of a “Catch-22”

So we must carefully distinguish between the “means” and the
“fruit” There’s a world of difference here— everything hinges on
those two words.

Are we doing the good things we do—are we obeying God—as
a means of receiving His grace? Or are we doing them because
the grace of God has already been freely given to us through Jesus
Christ?

Take repentance, for example. It’s not something I must do
in order for God to feel good toward me. I repent because I
don’t want to keep secrets from Someone who has loved me so
infinitely much. I want to be an open book. Indeed, the apostle
Paul writes in the book of Romans, “Or do you show contempt
for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness leads you toward repentance?”
Romans 2:4.

Means and fruit—they are worlds apart. And fruit is the
product of yet another word: free. I do what I do because I am
saved freely.

In studying the book of Romans, it’s vital that we understand
this issue as Paul did. And Paul did indeed clearly understand the
difference between means and fruit. It set him apart from nearly
every other person in New Testament times. He was single-eyed
in his focus. And what was that focus? The things he had to do to
earn God’s grace? No—"“For I resolved to know nothing while I
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” 1 Corinthians
2:2. Paul saw it clearly.

We can’t allow ourselves to get caught in the trap of a dualistic
understanding, in which, on the one hand, God does something
beautiful on the cross—yet salvation somehow still hinges on our
human ability to do this, this...or this.

What is the result of that kind of thinking?

The result is tragic: we remain slaves to sin. Paul devotes a
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whole chapter to helping us understand this to be the result of
confusing means with fruit. We remain slaves to sin, so that the
very thing we long to be free of is denied to us. Because freedom
from sin simply is not possible—we cannot achieve it—without
the grace of God in our hearts.

When we discover that we cannot break free from sin, we may
very well become angry toward God. Angry, because we are still
prisoners to sin. Angry, because God seems to have set before us
impossible conditions to meet in order to be saved.

Not only may we become angry, but discouraged as well. And
be practical—be honest with me now. Just how discouraged may
we get? Ultimately, we may become so discouraged we abandon
ourselves to total rebellion. But before that, we may experience
something else. We will lack assurance—any security at all about
our salvation.

This leads us to a “yo-yo” spiritual experience, in which—at
least as we experience it—we fall in and out of grace, in and out
of salvation. We make a mistake—and we believe we’ve fallen out
of grace.

FREE TO MAKE A MISTAKE

Imagine that! I've made a mistake, so I conclude that God
no longer feels good toward me. So how do I regain His favor?
I must rectify the mistake. Unfortunately, the harder I try to
rectify it, the deeper a hole I dig for myself. Because unless my
heart is born anew, I simply can’t rectify my mistakes—it’s just
not in me. The Psalmist stated: “Behold, I was brought forth
in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me” Psalm 51:5,
NASB. I've been born in iniquity—conceived in sin. With this
inborn propensity toward evil, even when I want to do good,
I find that evil is present within me, trying to take me another
way. Even the apostle Paul agrees: “For the good that I want, I
do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want... I find
then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants
to do good” Romans 7:19, 21, NASB.
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So imagine if my having the grace of God was dependent—
only, ever, and always—on my ability to do the right thing. You
know, the day it finally hit me that under the grace of God, there
is freedom actually to make a mistake, | was overwhelmed! You
mean to say that I could actually make a mistake and not lose the
grace of God?

It was as if God took out a big baseball bat and hit me with
the amazing truth of it. “Open your eyes,” He said. “My grace has
never depended on your ability to do the right thing. My grace
was given to you even while you were yet a sinner” Paul wrote in
Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us”

Sometimes the word wow has its place—and here’s one of
them!

Some of you may spend years of your life moving in and out of
grace—in and out of salvation. And every time you slip up, you'll
try to find a way of somehow making it right. Yet you discover
you can't.

I myself spent years in that yo-yo experience. And every time I
made a mistake, I just didn’t know how I would ever get back in
the grace of God again. Because I wasn't good enough—I wasn’t
consistent enough. It was so discouraging—so depressing.

I almost left Christianity over this issue, I'm serious. I actually
said to God one day—1I went out and shouted at Him, “It doesn’t
work!”

And He said it again: “Open your eyes! I'm not asking the
impossible of you. I asked it of Jesus!”

God finally got through to me.

“I'm not asking you to be Jesus,” He said—and I thought, “Oh,
what a relief!”

“No, I'm just asking you to believe in Jesus”

If your focus is on your own human performance, or even
worse, if it's on somebody else’s performance, you will have no
hope. You'll have the yo-yo experience, you'll go up and down,
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you'll move in and out of grace, you'll move in and out of salvation,
and more and more, you will begin to feel hopeless.

There’s no joy, there’s no peace, there’s no assurance, there’s
no relationship in this kind of experience! How can you have
a relationship with a God who saves you only if you always do
the right thing—even as everything in you is pulling you toward
sin?

We have not been kind to God, you know. And it’s robbed so
many precious people of any assurance of salvation—just so very
many. That’s why it’s a great miracle to me that a Catholic priest
on his knees—at least that’s the tradition, of Luther going up the
Scala Sancta (Holy Stairs) there in Rome at the Lateran Church
(and they're still there)—heard a voice in his mind. And the Spirit
of the Lord said to him, “The just shall live by faith!”

And Luther got back to his study, took out his pen, and wrote in
the margin of his Bible, alongside Romans 1:16 and 17, the Latin
word sola, which means “alone’”

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first, and also for the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, “The just shall live by faith” alone! (NKJV)

How many people do I know who have begun their journey by
faith, yet ended it mired in the hopelessness of human effort and
works?

Yet someday, for many;, it finally becomes clear: “I'm not capable
of even one pure thought, one generous action, one unselfish
desire. I don’t have the capacity to generate one ounce of holiness.
My best efforts are comparable to filthy rags”

That’s my best efforts. How could I ever start believing that
there’s something I could ever do to convince God to feel better
toward me? [ can’t. And the good news is, I don’t have to! Because,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. While we were
helpless, while we were His enemies, He loved us!
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As the Scriptures state:

For when we were still without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone
would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if
when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled,
we shall be saved by His life. Romans 5:6-10, NKJV.

That’s grace.

And once you see it, you are never the same again. You'll never
take credit for anything decent that is manifested in your life,
because you will know it’s the grace of God—it’s not you! Any
noble impulse, generous deed, pure thought—it’s all God in you,
not you.

“The just shall live by faith”
By faith alone.

C}lapter Review

1. Why might you find it difficult to experience a holy life?

2. How did Paul steer clear of the trap of doing things as a
means of receiving God’s grace? See 1 Corinthians 2:2.

3. What is the tragic result of confusing means with fruit?
What further developments are likely?

4. How does God feel about the mistakes you make? What is
His solution for you?
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5. What happened to give Luther the assurance of salvation?

THOUGHT QUESTION

How is the good news presented in this chapter impacting you
right now?
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Source of
Oul‘ Peace

I got so angry with God once I told Him I wasn’t going to work
for Him any more. “I'm not going to tell anybody else about You,’
I said.

One thing I like about God is that He must have an incredible
sense of humor. Because the next morning, He brought a young
sergeant from the Army in full uniform, who knocked on my door.

“Yes?” I answered.

“Well,” he replied, “somebody told me that if I came to you, you
would help me find salvation”

“You've come to the wrong place,” I told him. “I can’t help you.
I need help myself!”

“Well, somebody told me that you would help me!”
“Well, bully for you!” I answered angrily.
“Please!” the young sergeant pled. “I'm lost!”

And do you know what? I could not resist. I proceeded to show
him the path of salvation. That night, I went out and stood under
the stars and repented.
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“Forgive me, God,” I said, “for such foolish thinking on my
part”

“Don’t forget,” He replied. “I spoke through a donkey once—I'm
not limited!”

“Thanks a lot!” I answered.

We've all had our moments. But do you know what God told
me after my experience that night?

“ILhope you realize that you haven'’t fallen out of grace over this,’
His voice seemed to say to me.

“That’s overwhelming,” I responded. “How could You continue
to love me?”

“Because,” He replied, “My love is not based on whether or not
you always do the right thing. I love you. I loved you when you
were yet a sinner, when you were rebellious, when you were an
enemy, when you were helpless! I love, because I AM love. I don’t
love because you've done something good. The truth is, if you've
done something good, it really isn’t you, anyway! It’s me!”

How little I understand the grace of God, 1 thought.
How’s your faith at this moment?

On one hand, we see works of faith. On the other, we see—in
the words of Paul—works of...what?

Works of law.

For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart
from works of the Law. Romans 3:28, NASB.

Nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by
faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the
works of the Law no flesh will be justified. Galatians 2:16,
NASB.

When Paul uses the expression works of law, he’s clearly talking
about works—things you do in an effort to receive the grace of God.
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Works of faith, on the other hand, are things seen in your life as
a result of receiving the grace of God.

Why do you think Martin Luther had a problem with the book
of James? He called it a “right strawy” epistle. “Strawy” It’s a
funny-sounding word, isn’t it? That was Luther’s description of
the epistle of James. In other words, it’s nothing solid.

But Luther, brilliant as he was, failed to see that James was
describing works of faith—"As the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without deeds is dead” (James 2:26)—whereas Paul was
contending with the legalistic Jews, so he was dealing with works
as they related to law.

Paul had a whole nation around him that was trying to
demonstrate to God that it deserved His grace. Those who
belonged to this nation—as they saw it—were more righteous,
more holy, more pure. But they really weren't!

So Luther misunderstood the book of James, interestingly
enough. For a long while, he wouldn't even read it. And after
he read it, he threw it away. Even the great Reformation master
himself failed to see that James was looking at works simply from
the other side of the coin. James spoke of works, not as a means of
saving you, but as a demonstration of the faith that you have.

AVOIDING THE EXTREMES

It’s vital to understand the true relationship between faith and
works. It's vital to understand God’s free grace. It’s vital to see salvation
and Righteousness by Faith in a balanced way, avoiding extremes.

By the grace of God, a number of Protestant organizations,
including the Seventh-day Adventist movement, as they struggled
to understand these great Bible truths, were saved from the
pitfalls—the extremes—of both Calvinism and Arminianism.
Even though they found the Arminian position more in harmony
with the Word, they did not accept that man could in any way
earn the grace of God.

Unfortunately—tragically, even—many Christians today slip
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into the errors contained in Arminianism, and they do things—
even good things—from the wrong motives!

There’s no freedom in that. There’s no joy. There’s no peace.

In the nineteenth century a number of sincere Christians in
New England and other parts of the world had an intense struggle
as they wrestled with the very issues under discussion in this
chapter. At times these believers stayed up all night struggling
to come to grips with Righteousness by Faith. That God was able
to bring together believers from such denominations as Baptist,
Methodist, Lutheran, Catholic, Anglican and Presbyterian
was miraculous. After they'd all been praying and discussing
together, they avoided the pitfalls of Arminianism. They took the
good from it and ended up with a magnificent understanding of
Righteousness by Faith.

Not only did God clarify their understanding of salvation by
grace through faith alone—“For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God” (Ephesians 2:8)—but as they continued to meet together,
He increasingly drew their focus to the Second Advent (Coming)
of Jesus Christ and the prophetic books of Daniel and Revelation.
As groups of these believers began to develop and multiply, some
of their colleagues from the churches they had once attended
began to label them as “Advents”

This was really a continuation of the Reformation begun in earlier
centuries, as God restored to these nineteenth-century believers
more truths that had been obscured during the Dark Ages.

WE CAN’T EARN GRACE

By the way, there’s a very good reason why we can’t earn the
grace of God. And that reason is that He couldn’t give more grace
to us than He’s already given! That’s why we can’t earn more. God
has given us freely ALL that His grace has to offer.

Yet the struggle over God’s free gift of grace goes on today. It’s
not over, despite the message being clarified repeatedly. Have you
noticed—especially over the last twenty or thirty years—the number
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of those who have arisen focusing us again on the completeness
of Righteousness by Faith? This is not by accident! God appears
very determined to make sure that none of His children miss the
opportunity of coming to the understanding of how absolutely
generous and gracious He has been in Jesus Christ.

So ask yourself a big question. Are you trying to do anything
to earn, or purchase, or prove to God that you are deserving of
salvation? Ask yourself that question right now. Just think about
your life—your lifestyle.

Because if you are trying in any way to earn or deserve salvation,
Romans is going to confront you boldly. Are you doing any single
thing because of a desire to obtain the goodness of God, the grace
of God, the approval of God—to impress Him with how much
you've grown, how well you're doing, or how deserving you are of
salvation? Anything at all?

If you are, you've slipped into an age-old philosophy that has
largely controlled the minds of the inhabitants of this earth
through nearly all of human history.

Andifyouare, theapostle Paul,in Romans5:1, wants to challenge
you. Even though the world will tell you that you can have peace of
mind by taking a seminar that teaches you to look within yourself,
or that maybe you can contact some of your dead ancestors, or
perhaps make some adjustments in your relationships—peace
with God comes only through our Lord Jesus Christ.

So if youre lacking peace in your life right now, it’s because
Jesus is not central to your life.

I want these words to ring in your minds: “Therefore, since we
have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ” Romans 5:1.

Some of you may know that justification is a printer’s term.
When both the left and right sides of a column of type line up
perfectly straight, they are said to be justified. They are “set” in
perfect vertical alignment.

The basic theological meaning of the word in Greek, the original
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language of the New Testament, is “justified,” or “declared” Not
“made righteous,” but “declared righteous” Another way of
putting it, if we think of the paper illustration, is “set right”

The incredibly Good News is—and notice the tense here: “have
been”—it’s an accomplished fact. Yes, it is: “since we have been
justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ”

So the faith is tied together with Jesus! It’s through Jesus! God
has done something in Jesus that has enabled Him to set you right.
You are the column of typeset words. Put up against a straight-
edge—which is like God’s standard of righteousness—the words
are in perfect alignment. They are justified. And so are you! And
I want to tell you that you will never, ever, be able to add to or
improve upon that standard.

In the sight of God you are as holy as Jesus Himself is holy.
You are totally in conformity to the complete law of God in Jesus
Christ. That’s how God sees you.

And according to Paul, this is our source of peace. Having
enough money in the bank? That’s not the source. I know people
who’ve got plenty of money in the bank, and they have no peace.
Having all the possessions this world can offer? That’s not the
source of peace—not at all.

Peace is knowing and believing that whatever God did through
Jesus enables Him to take your column of words and put them
up against His perfect rule—His standard of righteousness—and
declare you to be as perfect as He is.

When you see that standard, you despair that you can ever line
up perfectly and be justified. But God says, “In Jesus, you already
have been justified”

And when you know and believe that in Jesus you already have
been justified, you will experience His profound sense of peace—
no matter what your personal circumstances may be.

God’s love for us is incredible!

Truly incredible.
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C l'lapter Review

What is the basis of God’s love for us?

Describe the difference between works of law and works of
faith?

How did the nineteenth century believers, who came
together from many denominations, avoid the pitfalls
of Arminianism? Why did these believers earn the label

“Advents”?

How can you experience peace in your life? See Romans
5:1.

What does it mean to be justified?
How are justification and peace connected?

How does God see you?
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CHAPTER SIX

Salvation—

Accomplis}lecl Fact and
Ongoing Process

Prepare now, in this brief chapter, for a major statement.-

Here it is: Salvation, wrote the apostle Paul, is both an
accomplished fact (“having been justified”)—and an ongoing
process.

We often tell people that they can come to Jesus just as
they are, but I always tell them, “Count the cost, because you
will not remain as God finds you. The moment you come by
faith and believe what God did in Jesus to save you, then that
already-accomplished salvation enters into you through the
Holy Spirit, and you partake of eternal life. You are never the
same again.

This is very important. That’s why we find Paul’s incredible
emphasis on both the death and the resurrection of Jesus. Christ’s
death is the means by which we partake of His life—and it’s all
ours by faith.

Quite frankly, until we allow ourselves to see that salvation
is an already-accomplished fact, we are generally robbed of the
privilege of the ongoing process. Because Christ’s life is only given
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to those who see and appreciate what God has done through
Christ’s death.

So do you see why this is such a major statement—such a
powerful idea?

Some people want just part of the salvation God has provided.
They want the benefits of Christ’s death—then seem to want to
stop there. They want the accomplished fact of salvation but don’t
see the importance of the ongoing process. But we need the whole
package to experience salvation fully.

Salvation is not a passive experience. Yes, it is based on an
accomplished fact. But when we really take hold of that fact, the
very life of Jesus—the same life He lived here on Earth—enters
into us, and we grow up into Christ.

So when we find people who've become Christians, yet have
no victory in their lives and are not experiencing the ongoing
process—what do we know already? We know that they have
failed to see what is an accomplished fact. And failure to see and
appreciate what Jesus accomplished on the cross is the single
biggest factor that denies people the privilege of being connected
to the life-giving Vine.

A failure to appreciate what Jesus accomplished at the cross
prevents us from fully understanding how salvation happens.
That’s why perhaps the best habit we each could develop would
be to spend a thoughtful hour every day focusing on that cross,
looking at what Jesus really accomplished there in human flesh.

Paul first focuses on the already-accomplished fact of
salvation—what Jesus achieved for us at the cross. Then he opens
the door for us to move into understanding the second part of
salvation—the ongoing process.

Accomplished fact. Ongoing process. Salvation includes both.
Why? Because both are found in the one Man, Jesus Christ. And
when we receive Jesus, we receive not just what He has already
done for us, but also what He continues to do when He comes to
live out His overcoming life in us through the Holy Spirit.
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Another way to look at it is this: We cannot rejoice in the gift
of Jesus as our Savior from sin—without also embracing Him as
our Lord and Master. He is both. So when we invite Jesus into our
hearts and lives, we receive not only His pardon for our sin—but
also the power of His resurrected life to obey His will for us.

There’s a reason the Gospel is called Good News!

Chapter Review

1. What are the two phases of salvation?

2. What happens when people believe and appreciate what
God did in Jesus to save them?

3. What could hinder a Christian’s full experience of the
ongoing process of growth and victory?

4. What daily habit is so important to a victorious Christian
life?

5. What does Paul equate with the “power of God” in
1 Corinthians 1:18? What about 1 Corinthians 1:23, 24?
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CHAPTER SEVEN

The Truth That
Shalzes the World

S alvation, as noted in the previous chapter, has two parts:
what Jesus has already accomplished for us at the cross—and the
ongoing process of what He accomplishes in us.

It’s vital that we clearly understand what the Bible teaches us
about salvation—and perhaps no other Bible writer has made it
as plain as did the apostle Paul in the book of Romans. Hundreds
of years after Paul, his clear presentation of the magnificent and
free grace of God would emerge as the key to meeting centuries
of error with truth.

In this chapter, I want to revisit now a time we've touched on
already in earlier chapters—a time when the Bible truth about
salvation was taught and preached with unprecedented power.
That pivotal time has come to be called the Reformation.

For a thousand years and more prior to the Reformation,
Catholicism dominated the religious scene. Though the Church
contained many precious seekers after truth, its system of false
teachings plunged the world into spiritual darkness. Why?
Because it was based on the philosophy that sinners could in
some way earn or purchase grace.
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A whole system was established wherein sinners were taught
to come through a priest and partake of the sacraments in order
to receive God’s grace. The Mass (Eucharist), of course, was the
chief sacrament. Another means of obtaining grace was through
indulgences—paying fees to reduce a person’s term in purgatory
by thousands of years. Penance (or the confessional) was yet
another means of obtaining grace.

I'd like to suggest that we don’t confess our sins in order to
receive the grace of God. Rather, we confess because we have
already freely received His grace! And I'd also like to suggest that
when we fall back into sin, we don’t confess or even repent in
order to regain God’s favor, because it is already and freely ours!

This is not a popular teaching with many Christians, because
they often think if they do the right thing, they will have the favor
of God. And perhaps the majority of people that I relate with are
in that camp.

So God in His infinite wisdom raised up Luther, an unlikely
man—a rough, coarse, Catholic monk—but a stubborn man and
a man of great spirit. Tradition says he was walking up the Scala
Sancta, or Holy Stairs, in Rome on his knees, when he heard the
voice of God say—quoting Romans 1:17—“The just shall live by
faith” (NKJV)

And why was Luther walking up the steps on his knees? To
do penance, so that he could earn the privilege of having God
looking favorably upon him again. And he stopped, according to
tradition, halfway up the steps and said, “What am I doing? If
the just shall live by faith, why am I crawling up here trying to
convince God that I'm worthy of His grace and good-pleasure?”

So he went home and wrote in the margin of his Bible, alongside
Romans 1:17, the Latin word sola—which means “alone’” The just
shall live by faith alone, apart from the works of the law!

So after approximately 1,000 years of spiritual darkness in the
Church, Luther saw the light! He didn’t realize, of course, that he
was about to take on the whole Established Religious System. He
never planned to do that. He just got excited, as everyone does
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when they realize what the free grace of God is—that you don'’t
have to spend your life convincing God of something which, in
fact, you know is not true about yourself! That’s what it amounts
to. Luther was liberated.

“HERE I STAND”

Outside of the birth, life, death, resurrection, and triumphant
ascension of Jesus Christ, I don't think there’s been a greater
moment in history than when Luther stood boldly for his faith.
Before the most august assembly imaginable—kings, rulers,
bishops, emperors—Luther stood at the Diet of Worms and
simply stated his convictions: “You can accuse me of anything
you like;” he said in essence. “But I'm standing on the Word of
God. Here I stand—I can do no other. And if the Word of God
says that His grace is free, then it’s free. And that means that our
whole religious system is contrary to God’s Word.”

Of course, God was with Luther, and the Elector of Saxony hid
him away in a castle for about a year, where Luther translated the
New Testament into German and arranged for it to be put into
the hands of the people. Perhaps Luther’s greatest contribution
of all was in making the Bible available, not just to church leaders
but to everyone.

So it was that Protestantism was formed. And out of the
Reformation, which gave birth to Protestantism, came two
major streams of thought. One was called Calvinism—the other
Arminianism.

Calvinism taught that God didn’t actually redeem anybody at
the cross—but that instead, He only made provision for salvation.
And even then, that provision was reserved for only a handful
of people—the very elect. In other words, everyone else was
basically damned.

The so-called “universalist” texts (see the examples listed in
Chapter 2) are a great problem to Calvinists, because they teach
that salvation is for all men—that whosoever will, may come—
that salvation is for as many as believe.
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On the other side of the debate, the Arminian theory had much
to recommend it. Because Arminianism said, “No, God didn’t just
make provision at the cross—He actually redeemed all sinners at
the cross”” To this, of course, many Christians adhere.

But—and this is where Arminianism deviated from the clarity
of the gospel and its teachings on grace—Arminianism taught
that salvation depends on man’s ability to confess and repent.

So once again, this time wearing the garment of Protestantism
rather than Catholicism, we have a movement teaching that grace
can be purchased, if I am able to confess and repent.

And how can you know whether or not you're buying into that
theory? You could hear me wax eloquently for an hour about the
death of Jesus Christ, for example, and be sitting there saying,
“But what’s my part in all this?”

But if that’s what you're saying to yourself, you're still missing
the boat, because until we can get out of the way sufficiently
to allow ourselves to see how gracious God has been in Jesus
Christ—to see what He’s already given us freely through the death
of Christ—then, even if we reach out and take hold of it, it will
never truly be a blessing to us if we're not also seeing what God is
freely offering us through the life of Christ.

So please don’t be hung up on what our role is in this. Of course,
our role is to take hold by faith of what He has already given and
also what He is offering us.

But I've got news for you. Even that is the gift of God! That’s the
grace of God. And when we understand what grace is all about,
we will never, ever, be seeking credit, in any respect, for any
spiritual growth that has taken place within us. We will recognize
that God has given His grace despite us, apart from us, while we
were, in fact, yet sinners.

So anytime—and I'm very serious now—anytime you practice a
theology which gives you any degree of credit for the good that is
happening within you, you can be confident that you've slipped back
into a form of salvation by works, even though it may have a sweet-
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sounding name like Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Orthodox,
Baptist, Evangelical, Fundamentalist, or Roman Catholic. Any
teaching or preaching that grace is dependent upon the human
ability to respond is not the Bible truth about salvation.

What a remarkable moment it was in history when Luther
saw this Bible truth clearly. After being part of a system that had
dominated the world for approximately 1,000 years, for Luther
actually to see that he was buying into a teaching about grace that
was not biblical was a truly incredible thing! And of course, God
gets all the glory for that pivotal moment too.

When Luther discovered and shared the truth of free salvation
by grace, it shook the religious world. When you and I rediscover
it today;, it shakes our world as well.

Growing out of the nineteenth-century attempts to clarify
the issues of salvation, many churches moved into a joyful
understanding of free grace (salvation through faith that works),
even though some members were not experiencing victory over
sinful habits in their daily lives. On the other hand, a number
of churches failed to grasp the implications of free grace, leaving
their members confused with a mixture of legalism (salvation by
works) and cheap grace (salvation without works).

IMPUTED VERSUS IMPARTED RIGHTEOUSNESS

What'’s another word for righteousness? Holiness. And whether
that righteousness is imputed—with God graciously saying, “I'm
going to credit you with Christ’s perfect righteousness. I'm going
to treat you like a holy person”—or whether it’s imparted, where
you're actually experiencing the presence of the Spirit within you
and the mind of Christ being given to you—it’s always 100 percent
the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

There is never a time when man has been able to manufacture
his little portion. It’s always the righteousness of Jesus.

Historically, a most intense struggle has existed in Christianity
concerning the full truth of Righteousness by Faith. This struggle
continues today.
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Why do you think there would be such an intense struggle over
this issue? Because this struggle is rooted in the selfish, natural,
human heart. And the natural heart wants some recognition—
some credit. It’s a human tendency to want some of the credit.
We think we need to do something.

Churches frequently engage in serious struggles over issues
they consider of the utmost importance, such as the ordination
of women or homosexuals; whether blacks could be incorporated
into the priesthood; or whether spiritual authority is vested in
the spiritual body of Christ or in the hierarchical structure of the
church organization.

As important as these issues may be, they are miniscule
compared to the weightiest matter of all that should consume all
believers of all faiths, which is the accurate understanding of how
God saves a sinner by grace through faith in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In biblical times Jesus challenged
the Jews to get their priorities straight in these matters, when He
said,

Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill
and cummin. But you have neglected the more important
matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You
should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the
former. Matthew 23:23.

It’s so wonderful when the truth of Righteousness by Faith
is made clear. Some people are thrilled, saying, “Oh, praise the
Lord! For the first time in my life I feel free in Christ! I'm not free
to go out and sin—but I'm free to rejoice now with an assurance
of salvation”

But others in the Church have as much as said, “Get out the
guns! Let’s shoot them down!”

I'm fascinated by how much feeling there is on this subject!
And you can notice it even today. Just preach in a local church on
these matters, and you're going to have some people falling down
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on their faces praising God—and others will be looking at you,
saying, “Well, when did you leave the Christian faith?”

CHRISTIANITY VERSUS PoP PSYCHOLOGY

Christianity, in contrast to all teachings of modern and pop
psychology, tells people it’s OK to accept the fact that you are
worthless—that sin has made you worthless, useless, incapable of
helping yourself.

And how grateful we should be that God doesn’t consider us
worthless! He sees value in us. Despite our fallen condition, He
desires to have an intimate love relationship with us. His yearning
for us is so great that He even sacrificed His own Son in order
to mend our sin-broken relationship! But it’s OK to acknowledge
the fact that I am a worm! In what many scholars believe is a
Messianic Psalm, David wrote what could have been the words of
Jesus Himself: “But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men
and despised by the people” Psalm 22:6. And Isaiah, when given a
vision of our holy God, cried, “Woe to me! ... I am ruined! For I am
a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips,
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty” Isaiah 6:5.

If you've seen the glory of the Lord, you’'ll never be hung up on
seeking recognition, affirmation, or credit for somehow making
an incredible difference, because you will know that anything
other-centered and loving you've ever done has always been
Christ in you.

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who
live;” said Paul, “but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself up for me” Galatians 2:20, NASB.

Here’s the boldest man in the New Testament saying, “Not I, but
Christ” He can’t and won’t take one ounce of credit for himself.

Of course, buying into Arminianism has left some with no
assurance. They get angry toward God, they're still slaves to
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sin, theyre lacking joy and peace, and they end up in the “yo-
yo” experience. They move in and out of grace. And if they fall
back, or make a mistake, or get involved in sin, what do they start
believing?

“I'm out of grace. I'm lost”

This is common—very common today.

When this happens, you end up saying, “Who cares? I'm never
going to be good enough, so why should I even persevere?”

And that’s based on not understanding that the grace of God has
never hinged on how good you are! Because you are not good by
nature! You've never been able to earn it, buy it, or do something
to deserve it! It is absolutely free!

The reason we don’t have to convince God to feel better toward
us is that He’s already given everything He could give! His love
for us is NOT based on our performance. Sometimes we find this
hard to understand and accept, because our love for others and our
experience of being loved by others is often performance based.

Righteousness by Faith is the big issue with which believers
must continually wrestle. Movements—such as the Seventh-
day Adventist Church—that have been given great clarity on
the issue of Righteousness by Faith frequently find themselves
under attack, as Satan seeks to prevent the Good News, with its
life-transforming power, from being heard. Further opposition
may arise from within the Church, as those who are determined
to reinforce the error of salvation by works look for ways to
undermine the true knowledge of God’s saving grace.

Any church which seeks to clarify theissues involved in salvation
by grace through faith will be characterized by intense debate,
upheaval, and even division. As a result, many believers become
so worldly that they are indistinguishable from the world. Others
go to an opposite extreme, because they're so fearful of doing the
wrong thing.

In the end, the Church will stand or fall on the resolution of
this issue.
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Sothereisadesperate need today for preachers of righteousness
who will bring the message of God’s delivering power and saving
grace to the members of their congregations who remain enslaved
by habits of a lifetime.

Ellen White, my favorite Christian writer, put it so well in her
book, Education, page 57:

The greatest want of the world is the want of men—men
who will not be bought or sold, men who in their inmost
souls are true and honest, men who do not fear to call sin
by its right name, men whose conscience is as true to duty
as the needle to the pole, men who will stand for the right
though the heavens fall.

C l'lapter Review

1. What plunged the world into the spiritual darkness of the
Dark Ages?

2. What did God reveal to Luther as he tried to earn God’s
grace by walking up the stairs in Rome on his knees?

3. What stand did Luther take before the religious and
political leaders of his day?

4. How might you know if you are buying into the false idea
that you can earn or purchase God’s grace?

5. Why should you never seek credit for the spiritual growth
you experience?

6. What is another word for righteousness?
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7. What is the difference between imputed and imparted
righteousness. Whose righteousness is it?

8. What is the big issue that Christianity has struggled to
clarify and continues to struggle with today?

9. Why would there be such a struggle over Righteousness by
Faith? Where is the struggle rooted?

10. As a Christian, what is it okay to acknowledge about
yourself? Name an Old Testament and a New Testament
Bible writer who would agree.

11. What could cause a Church or group of believers to be the
target of the greatest attacks by Satan and even by some
within the Church?

THOUGHT QUESTION

Ask God to search and examine your heart to show you whether
you are seeking any of the credit for your salvation and growth in
righteousness.

CreativeMediaMinistries.Org



CHAPTER EIGHT

‘Having Been...
We Shall Be’

Let’s take another look now at Romans 5:1: “Therefore,
since we have been” (notice the tense) “have been justified” (an
accomplished fact) . .. “have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”

Peace with God is rooted, not in our circumstances, not in
our spiritual growth, and certainly not in the fact that we’re not
now doing some things we used to do. Peace with God—and
I'm going to say it again—is not rooted in our circumstances.
Circumstances can change! Maybe somebody reading this isabout
to file for bankruptcy, somebody else is about to file for divorce, or
somebody has a child who is having a serious emotional problem.
I mean, we all face things in life, don’t we?

The bottom may have fallen out of your whole world, but
the good news is that peace with God is not rooted in your
circumstances. It’s rooted in an accomplished fact, and that
fact has everything to do with the death of Jesus Christ. That’s
why people whose circumstances change dramatically don’t
have to lose their peace, because they know that what they have
is not something they have deserved, earned, or contributed
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toward. It is something God has given them freely through His
grace.

And the beautiful message God gave the earnest seekers after
truth in the nineteenth century was that salvation is both an
accomplished fact and an ongoing process. It’s both! And those
two things are wrapped up in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ!

How did God make sure those earnest seekers didn’t miss this?
What Bible truth did God give those pioneers that guaranteed
they wouldn’t miss this particular truth?

As the nineteenth-century students of His Word continued
digging, God confirmed the complete message of salvation by
leadingthem torediscover the greatsanctuary truth. The sanctuary
truth is the only teaching in the whole Bible that reveals the plan
of salvation in its entirety. The sanctuary service was based on
what happened in the courtyard—the established fact that a
perfect lamb had been sacrificed. But then, the blood of the lamb
was taken through the sanctuary. This sacrifice and ministering of
the blood happened every day—an ongoing process. And on the
Day of Atonement it was brought to conclusion.

Notice the two verses that focus on this more clearly than
others—verses 9 and 10 in Romans 5:

Much more then, having now been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life. (NKJV)

The first clue we have here is that justification is associated with
the blood of Jesus. But notice too the rest of verse 9: “we shall be
saved”

“Having now been...we shall be saved.” Are you seeing it? Don’t
miss it!

Having been, we shall be. We need to hear the language of Paul
here. His tenses are so important.
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“Having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him”

I hope you're seeing it: “Having been...shall be”

On now to the next verse: “For if when we were enemies we
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son ..

Notice the parallel here: justified by His blood and reconciled
by His death.

Now notice the rest of verse 10:
“Much more..”

And suddenly, we start to hear that the “having been” is
associated with what aspect of Jesus? His death. The “having
been” is always associated with the death of Jesus.

But the “shall be” is always associated with His life—His
resurrected life!

Please don’t miss this—it’s perhaps the single biggest theme in
the writings of the apostle Paul.

“Having been...we shall be”
“Having been this...we shall be this”

So why do so many people get into trouble in understanding
the issues of Righteousness by Faith? Most people I'm relating
to—what are they most concerned about? The having been—or
the we shall be?

OUTWARDLY FOCUSED

It’s the we shall be. That is their concern.

“Oh, but you know, in my life I have things that are not going
well. I'm not handling them very well. I'm still making mistakes.
I'm still doing this—or that”

They’re always focused outwardly, on their circumstances and
their performance.

But if I'm hearing the apostle Paul correctly, he’s saying, “The
having been precedes the we shall be” God is really saying, “If
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you'll just get out of the way long enough to see how gracious I
have been to you through the death of Jesus—and then when you
see it, embrace it and say, “Thank You, God!—that would open
the door for all that you can and shall be”

And what prevents us from seeing this with gratitude? The
reason we have such a challenge here is because we're still buying
into the idea that “if I don’t do the right thing, God isn’t going to
feel good toward me”

We're still making ourselves the means by which we receive the
grace of God. And there’s no freedom in that, because the natural
human being, quite frankly, is not prone to doing right things all
the time. You'll be robbed of the very thing you want, which is the
presence of the Living Christ within you, who alone makes right-
doing possible!

I'm going to write it again here: Jesus does not live in anybody
who fails to appreciate what He has done in laying down His life
for them. He doesn’t do it. Because otherwise, He'd be indwelling
people who were really not trusting and believing and rejoicing
in the fact that they have a sacrificial, loving, and giving God—a
God who has already justified them!

SAVIOR AND LORD

You see, when He justified us by His blood, Jesus was basically
in what role? He was our Redeemer. But as He indwells us through
the Spirit, giving us His resurrection life, the role of Jesus is to be
the Lord of our lives, saving us from our sins. God never saves His
people in their sins. Salvation is always deliverance from our sins.

God does constantly woo and draw and lure us to Himself. But
there is a point where we see the cross, and we move into belief
in Jesus as our Savior. Then we invite Him to come into our lives
and indwell us. We call this being “born again”

Let me ask you now—who are the lucky recipients of God’s free
grace? What condition are people in—must they be in—in order
to receive this grace? Scan through Romans 5, and you'll see. Let’s
list a few of the descriptions we find:
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“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly” (verse 6, emphasis supplied).

“But God demonstrates his own love for usin this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us” (verse 8, emphasis supplied).

Powerless. . . ungodly . . . sinners. ..

And what was the benefit given to the powerless, the ungodly, the
sinners? The death of Jesus—His blood—was freely given to them!

Other descriptions:

For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled
to him through the death of his Son, how much more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
(verse 10, emphasis supplied).

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man,
and death through sin, and in this way death came to all
men, because all sinned—Consequently, just as the result
of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the
result of one act of righteousness was justification that
brings life for all men (verses 12, 18; emphasis supplied).

Enemies . . . all men . .. condemned to death . .. And what
benefits were given to these enemies, all men, those condemned to
death? Reconciliation and justification that brings life.

Now notice carefully: This list we've been making—that
includes the powerless, the ungodly, sinners, all men, enemies,
and the condemned—is of those doomed to an eternal death. It’s
very serious.

But notice something else just as carefully. Can you see why
sinful men and women are never in a position to feel that they
can earn, deserve, or demonstrate to God their worthiness? God
knows that! So He gave His own Son, whose perfect life was
offered as a sacrifice, thus enabling God to declare righteous all
of these people—the powerless, the ungodly, sinners, enemies, all
men, the condemned. In God’s reckoning all sinners have been
declared perfectly righteous in His sight. Incredible!
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God, in His infinite mercy, has accepted one Man in lieu of this
whole world. And the moment you allow yourself to say, “Wow—
that’s incredible!” you are, in the words of Paul, in what condition?
You are under grace!

You can spend every day for the rest of your life simply looking
at the cross and saying, “I'm amazed! God has given me the most
incredible evidence of His love! He’s declared me righteous!”
That’s the Greek meaning of justification, you know—"“declared
righteous.” So you can say, “He has reconciled me to Himself. And
I've done nothing to deserve it—I couldn’t!”

I have nothing to prove about myself to God. There is nothing
to prove, nothing good, nothing deserving of commendation.
What did Paul say of himself? “Here is a trustworthy saying that
deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners—of whom I am the worst” 1 Timothy 1:15.

Paul said, “I am the worst of sinners” Yet that didn’t prevent
him from boldly working for God. It was his understanding of this
that gave Paul the motivation to keep working for God, despite
the most horrendous opposition.

You could actually spend the rest of your life under grace—do
you realize that? Because if you are not under grace, according
to Paul, you are under law. And if youre under law, I've got
news for you. You better be prepared to defend yourself before
God. You better show Him that you have in fact—incredibly and
miraculously—been able somehow to bring your life into perfect
conformity with His perfect standard. And if you can demonstrate
that, bully for you!

That’s what it means to be under law. It means you believe that
through your own attempts, maybe even generously giving God
the credit for helping you, you can bring your life into conformity
with God’s impeccable standard. I wish you luck!

So the single biggest challenge any of us faces every day of our
lives is to remain under grace. And the factor that makes that
possible is that incredible little word: belief.
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It’s not by accident that John says in his epistle, “Whoever
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he
in God” 1 John 4:15, NASB. Think about that. Somebody who’s
confessing that Jesus is the Son of God is entering into belief every
day of his or her life. The single biggest challenge we all face every
day of our lives is to remain under grace by entering into belief.
It’s a powerful thing.

Antichrist is a word that means you're not entering into belief
in Jesus—that you think you've found an alternative way to meet
God’s requirements.

All that God has done for us was done without our contribution.
And what He has done covers every category of sinner.

A young gay man came to my office one day. And he said, “I've
got a big question—you probably can’t answer it

I said, “Go ahead”
“Is there grace for gays in your church?” he asked.

“Well,” I replied, “do you want the theoretical or the practical
answer? Theoretically, there’s much, but practically, 'm not sure
I can assure you that you're going to find it in this congregation”
But I said to him, “I tell you what—you can have that grace today
if you qualify”

“Well,” he answered, “how can I qualify?”

“You would need to convince me,’ I said, “that you are helpless,
that you are ungodly...”

“Oh;” he interjected, “that won’t be too hard”
“ ..that you're a big sinner”
He said, “That’s me”

“ .. that youre an enemy of God’s, that you're feeling terribly
guilty and condemned”

“I'm all of those things,” he said.

“Well, then,” I answered, “I've got news for you. The grace of
God is yours!”
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It’s just not effective for anybody who thinks that they are apart
from these things—that these words don't apply to them—like
the Pharisees who stood proudly on the street corners, putting
in their offerings publicly so people could see how righteous they
were. That’s the toughest thing for God to break through.

GoD’s GRACE Is FOR EVERYONE

By the way, this should be wonderfully heartening and
encouraging to all of us, shouldn’t it? Because there’s no category,
there’s no sin, there’s no depth you've fallen into which puts you
outside the grace of God. Because God was in Jesus, reconciling
you! “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not
counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:19.

God wasn't asking you to do the impossible so He would feel
better toward you. Knowing you could never do that, He gave His
own Son!

Consider what God is offering to us! He has given us not just the
privilege of being justified—as an established fact—but much more
than that, He is offering us the privilege of receiving His life here
and now! And that is salvation. Salvation happens when a person
takes hold of the established fact, and opens up now for the life of
Jesus to come into them. You have entered into salvation.

Often people ask me, “Are you saved?” I answer, “I have been
saved, and I am in the process of being saved. 'm under the grace
of God, and I praise Him for that. That’s where I am.

Because salvation is an established fact, when we take hold of
it by faith, the door opens for the very life of Jesus now to come
into us.

MADE RIGHTEOUS—AND DECLARED RIGHTEOUS

I hope that by now, you're seeing a clear distinction between
being made righteous, in contrast with being declared righteous.
The meaning of justification is to be declared righteous.

I'm going to say it again: The only people I know who are being
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made righteous—who are growing up into holiness and maturity
in Jesus—are those who are daily appreciating that God has
declared them to be righteous through the obedience of Jesus.

Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was
condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of
righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.
For just as through the disobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of
the one man the many will be made righteous. Romans
5:18, 19; emphasis supplied.

If sinners have the promise of being made righteous, they can
believe they will be made righteous. And they have this hope,
based on the fact that the obedience of the one man not only
enabled them to be declared righteous but to be made righteous.
It’s the obedience of the one man that guarantees that they will
be made righteous. What self-doubting and guilt trips believers
can avoid every day of their lives, if they believe that through the
obedience of the one man they are guaranteed the privilege of
being made righteous! They won’t have to feel lost or outside of
grace every time they make a mistake.

You may even come to the place, as I did, where you can say,
“I'm actually free to make a mistake! Because God knows I can't
and don’t change all that rapidly! I've got a thick head! I'm not
complete overnight”

Because of grace, we don’t have to spend our lives measuring
how well we’re doing, monitoring our behavior, worrying about
our progress, and constantly asking, “Am I good enough?”

Haveyoueverheard someonesay (perhapsitwasyou!), “I'llnever
be good enough”? You know, somebody actually wrote a book—a
Christian woman wrote a book—called Never Good Enough. And
that is how far too many—even good Christians—truly feel. But
when you understand that God’s full salvation includes not just
being declared righteous but being made righteous as well, you
will never even have to ask yourself the question, “Am I good
enough?” Why? Because you are depending not on your own
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obedience and goodness—but in Paul’s words, on the “obedience
of the one man’”

What radical conclusion might we possibly come to at this
moment about the obedience of Jesus? If it’s only the “obedience
of the one man” that God accepts as the means by which we are
made righteous, then I'm just wondering if you are having the
same radical thought at the moment as I am.

Here it is: “I'll never be the owner of the obedience—it will
always be Jesus who owns it” None of it belongs to me or comes
from me. It’s all from Jesus.

This is a profound, remarkable breakthrough—to see that it’s
His obedience.

Now to some, this may be a radical thought, but I'm intending
it to be so. The clear Bible truth is that the life Jesus lived was
a perfectly obedient life. And that life—and Christ’s death—has
been accepted by God as the basis of my being declared and made
righteous!

So I'm forced to the amazing conclusion that the life that I
will live in the future has already been lived in the past, because
it'’s the obedience of the one man who has been accepted by
God as my righteousness! And even the privilege of my being
made righteous hinges on the life that He lived, not on the life
that I will live! I am simply learning, by faith, to put on His life.
I'm not just trying to do better with some additional help from
Jesus—I'm putting on the life of perfect obedience that He has
already lived!

That’s radical! I hope now you’re beginning to realize that
putting on Christ’s life is conditional upon the established fact of
the cross.

The truth is that if that established fact is not in place in your
life, and you are not daily coming to the cross, seeing there what
God has done through the death of Jesus and praising Him for
it, you will probably find yourself in short supply of the Holy
Spirit.
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The Spirit is in the ministry of bringing the life of Christ into
believers! So our challenge is to remain in belief—to remain under
grace—and to thank God for that grace every day of our lives!

“Hallelujah! God, You've declared me righteous! Thank You
for the obedience of the one man You have accepted totally and
completely as me!”

This opens the door in our lives for the ongoing process—for
the life of Jesus to come into us so we can grow into His likeness.
And it’s God in us from the beginning to the end, as Paul said: “for
itis God who works in you to will and to act according to his good
purpose”” Philippians 2:13.

Yes. Profound. Remarkable. Amazing. Radical, even.

And the basis of our hope.

C l'lapter Review

1. What is peace with God rooted in? What is it not rooted
in?

2. Describe the beautiful truth God led the nineteenth
century truth seekers to rediscover, ensuring they would
not miss the point that salvation is both an accomplished
fact and an ongoing process.

3. Discuss how Paul shared that truth in Romans 5:9, 10.
4. In whom does Jesus live?
5. Whom did God justify (declare righteous) and reconcile to

Himself—through the death of Jesus—as an act of His free
grace?
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6. How can you remain under God’s grace every day so that it
will be effective in your life?

7. What does it mean to enter into salvation?

8. What part does the obedient life of Jesus play in your
being made righteous?

9. What does it mean to put on the life of Christ?



CHAPTER NINE

The Most Important
Daily Habit

I think I can say that through my many years of ministry, people
who've come to me with serious lifestyle problems have shared,
without exception, the same thing in common. They do not spend
time with the established fact that “God was reconciling the world to
himselfin Christ” 2 Corinthians 5:19. They do not see and appreciate
that God has demonstrated His love in Christ and poured it out in
the person of the Holy Spirit—that Jesus was the only human being
to live a life totally obedient to God, by trusting in His Father.

Jesus, the God-man, is the only human being who ever overcame
the devil. We were born drawn to the devil—He overcame the
devil. In human flesh, He overcame temptation in every form.
And the vast majority of people I know are defeated, because they
are trying to become Christ. They want to do what Christ did.

“I want to be strong enough so I can resist the devil at every step.
I've got to overcome this sin. I'm going to be totally free of it”

Those kinds of statements all say the same thing. And what is
it that they say? They reveal that I'm buying into justification by
works—the assumption that grace can be purchased, earned, or
deserved. If I've got the performance, I'll have the grace!
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When you believe this way—and I too was there for years—you
keep digging a hole deeper and deeper. You try harder, you cry
out to God, and you beg Him to make you stronger and better.

But finally God opens your eyes and says, “You know, it’s a
question of belief. By the obedience of the One, many are made
righteous. I am satisfied that one human being has already lived a
life totally obedient to Me, and it’s such a remarkable and perfect
life that I'm willing to accept it in the place of the lives lived by
everyone! The ungodly, the helpless, the sinners, even My enemies!
The guilty, the condemned.”

Jesus lived the life that I would have been expected to live.
He’s already lived my future life! So from now on I'm going to
live by putting Him on every day. I'm going to have Jesus living,
walking, talking, breathing, deciding, acting, and ministering
through me!

I'm not planning to get better—to become more holy—by
receiving regular injections of goodness from Jesus. Instead, I'm
going to give Him the privilege of bringing into my life the very
life He’s already lived.

Let’s return for a moment to Romans 5:1 and 2:

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of
the glory of God.

What is this “hope of the glory of God”? Notice—it’s the glory
of God. “The hope of the glory of God” is that God will do with us
what He’s promised to do—and that is to make us righteous, not
just declare us righteous.

You see, God is glorified when we permit Him to make us
righteous, or in other words, when we put on the complete life
that Jesus lived!

Notice these words of Jesus from John 17:4 and 5: “I have
brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me
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to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory
I had with you before the world began.”

So Jesus’ ministry was to glorify the Father. And how did He go
about glorifying the Father? He did it by revealing the fullness of
the Father in His own life.

So Jesus glorified the Father, and in turn, Jesus was to be glorified
through His followers. And the purpose of Jesus being glorified in
the lives of His followers is also to reveal the fullness of the Father.
Jesus expressed it this way in verse 23: “I in them and you in me.
May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me”

THE BIBLE MEANING OF GLORIFICATION

God is ultimately glorified in the lives of His children as they
reveal Christ. So the world around them sees Jesus in the lives of
His followers, and the world then sees that God loves them too,
and they are drawn to Him.

This is an incredible thing! This is the biblical meaning of
glorification. It is actually a character issue.

With this brief look at John 17, let’s go back now to Romans 5.
This chapter is all about how gracious God has been to the human
race. It’s about how gracious God has been to you. It’s about how
gracious God has been to me, and to anybody who qualifies as
one of the helpless, ungodly, sinners, enemies, or condemned—in
other words, every member of the human race.

While we were not in a position to offer God any reason to
believe that we were deserving of anything, God gave His grace
by sending His own Son, and gave us the privilege of justification,
totally apart from ourselves. We were not involved. We did not
contribute. In fact, we were in our lost and sinful condition when
He gave us His grace.

God gave His own Son to live a godly life, to lay that life down,
and then to be resurrected to make it available to anybody who
truly believes that God could have been this generous!
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And it’s the biggest challenge of ministry to get people to
forget their circumstances, their struggles, their failures, their
successes—and to enable them to look objectively at the cross
and say, “Hallelujah! Even in my ungodly condition, God loved
me enough to lay down His life, to reconcile me, to justify me, by
letting my death fall upon Jesus, who became sin for me so that I
might have grace now available to me. Jesus lived a totally obedient
life so that I might be made righteous, because He wanted to earn
the right to offer me that very life”

And for about 2,000 years that’s just what Jesus has been
offering His children. Yet sadly, comparatively few of His children
have actually taken advantage of what He offers to them. Jesus
wants us to have the fullness of who He is and how He lived. It’s
available. We can have His love. We can have His compassion. We
can have His purity. We can have His fervor. We can have His self-
sacrificing spirit. There’s nothing we’ll be denied.

And all He asks of us now is to remain under grace. In other
words, to not slip back into thinking that something we have
done earns His favor. What He gives us—what He does for us—
is absolutely free, because we were incapable, we were ungodly,
we were sinners, and we couldn’t do anything to accomplish our
salvation. We had nothing to offer, so He says, “I've given it to
you freely”

And it’s encouraging to know that in response to God’s gift,
some do fall on their faces before Him and say, “Thank You,
Father! You must have loved me a great deal to ask Jesus to do all
this for me—to look at me in my ungodly state, to take my death
and my tendency to try proving that I'm not so bad, to ask Jesus to
take all those things upon Himself and declare me righteous—so
I can be set free to enjoy a relationship with Him and receive His
life imparted to me daily through the Spirit”

To THE CrROSS, EVERY MORNING

If I can only get people to really see the cross, there’s no limit
to what God can do with them and in them. My burden is to get
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people into the serious habit of coming to the cross every morning
of their lives.

Have you developed the habit of coming to the cross every day
of your life? Do you every day focus on the death of Jesus and
claim for yourself all that is yours?

By the way, the world is sometimes much wiser than we
are in these matters. They understand habit formation better
than Christians do, I've decided. Because the world knows that

it takes about sixty consecutive repetitions for a habit to be
established.

One time, to help someone establish the habit of morning
worship, I called a fellow sixty mornings in a row, every morning
at 7 A.M., and had worship with him over the telephone. About
the fortieth morning, he said to me, “You know, you don’t have to
lead out anymore. I'm capable of doing this myself now”

“OK; I said, “you can lead out, but I'm still calling, because
there are sixty days on the line here, and if we miss a day, we
start again” That was the understanding. And he hung in there
for sixty consecutive days!

What is your habit? Is it an established habit in your life to come
to the cross every day and take hold of what you have through
the death of Jesus? And what you have is totally free grace! You
haven’t contributed. You cannot do anything to change yourself
inside. It is God loving you just as you are.

And the moment you come to the cross and acknowledge that
God put all your sins, your imperfections, your condemnation on
Jesus because He loved you, the Holy Spirit is immediately made
available to you for that day. You need never spend a single day of
your life without the Holy Spirit indwelling you—without having
the mind of Christ! What a blessing that is!

When you see how gracious God has been to you, there should
be a point at which you can just open up your life and say to God,
“I'm overwhelmed. I'm so undeserving. I know I have nothing to
offer You, but I'm so grateful that You love me enough to let my
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death, my sin, fall on Jesus. And I want to claim and receive all
that You have given and are offering me”

Friend, are you rejoicing in God’s free salvation?
Have you thanked Him for that great gift?

And have you given up all—ALL—your efforts to earn or
deserve it?

Chapter Review

1. What tremendous truth of God’s grace is found in 2
Corinthians 5:19?

2. What is the hope of the glory of God?

3. How are you able to live the righteous and obedient life
that Jesus lived?

4. Review the biblical meaning of glorification. What was
Jesus’ work on earth? What does it mean for Jesus to be
glorified through His followers? Why is this important?
See John 17:4, 5, 21, 23.

5. What response does God desire from you as you look at
the cross and see the free gift He has given to you in His
Son Jesus?

6. Why is it so important to have the habit of coming to the
cross every day?

APPLICATION

Find a partner so that you can help each other establish the
habit of coming to the cross every day, focusing on the death of
Jesus and claiming for yourself all that is yours.



CHAPTER TEN

Faith Statements

In this chapter, I want to talk about faith statements—what they
are, and what they are not.

We need to be clear about what it means to enter into belief
regarding the death of Jesus—and then be able to express that
belief. And it really bothers me when I know we’re not expressing
our faith with clarity—that we’re not really seeing what we have
through the death of Jesus.

So I want to give you some examples of faith statements,
because these are confessional statements. You know, confession,
biblically, is not primarily spilling out all your wrongs. Confession,
biblically, is testifying to what you have in Christ and praising the
Father for it.

Faith statements deal with established facts. In other words,
faith statements are based on what we know we already have been
given. Let’s review once more Romans 5:6, 8-10:

You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly (verse 6).

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
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while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall

be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life (verses 8-10, NKJV).

The good news is that we have been justified (declared righteous)
and reconciled to God through the death of Jesus. These things are
ours already. We can claim them!

And as we do, what door does it open? What miraculous,
dynamic door is opened when you confess that Jesus is the Son
of God? Notice again 1 John 4:15, NASB: “Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in
God”

Do you see here what happens when you confess your belief in
the free gift God has given you in the person of Jesus Christ? Yes,
you are indwelt. The Holy Spirit comes into your mind.

WHAT A FAITH STATEMENT Is—AND Is NoT

Before we move into more discussion of this indwelling,
however, I want to be sure we understand what it is to express
faith in the established fact of what Jesus did for us at the cross.

Sometimes I almost wear myself hoarse just trying to get people
to say it! Because, you see, they often have all these other thoughts
in their minds, and some quickly launch into describing how well
they are doing as God helps them to live better lives.

But such statements as these are not faith statements. They’re
good statements. They’re not “offensive to God” statements. But
they’re not belief or faith statements, because faith is always
rooted in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

So you can actually look up and say, “Thank You, God, because
this morning, through the death of Jesus, I praise You that You are
looking at me as a righteous man.”

That’s a faith statement.
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“Thank You, Father, that You are considering me today to be
reconciled unto You through the death of Jesus”

That’s a faith statement.

“Thank You, Father, that through the death of Jesus, I am no
longer considered to be an enemy of Yours”

That’s a faith statement.

“Thank You, Father, this morning, that through the obedience
of the One, You are looking at me as if I had never sinned”

That’s a faith statement.

If you have Christ abiding in you through the Spirit, then God
is assuring you now that you are in Him and that nobody can take
you out of His hand.

One time I was kneeling on the stone floor of a church in Latvia
as a woman was praying in Russian. The woman spent twenty-five
minutes giving herself to God and confessing every known sin

she had in her whole life.

And I asked an interpreter, “What is she praying? My knees are
giving out on me on this stone surface”

He said, “She’s confessing every known sin in her life”
I said, “Hallelujah! We could be here for weeks!” You know?

Anyway, finally, after twenty-five minutes, she stopped praying
and got up. This was a woman who'd had a demon problem for
twenty years—never been free. She got up off her knees and threw
her arms around my neck.

She said, “Oh, thank you! It’s the first time in my life I've felt
free”

And the Spirit of the Lord spoke to my mind and said, “Rebuke
that woman”

“What?” I answered.

There were fifty young pastors around me that [ was training as
they were taking a seminary class. But God said again, “Rebuke
that woman”
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So I was having this argument in my mind with God. “Why?”

“Because,” God said, “her prayer is not a prayer of faith. Because
when you come to Me, you don’t come offering Me something.
You come to receive what I have given you”

At that moment, this issue became crystal clear in my mind, and
I began to think of all the appeals we hear about, such as “Give
yourself to God” We should be hearing many more appeals about
how much God has given us—and to take hold of that by faith!

And I began to think, well, what am I actually offering God?
Lucky God—look at what I am giving Him, you know? Notice
this incredible body and mind I'm offering to God! Yet it’s nothing
compared to what God has already given me!

So from that moment I switched the focus of my entire ministry.
And only on rare occasions will you ever hear me calling people
to give themselves to God, because I'm far more concerned that
they take hold of what God has given to them.

It can be tempting to spend more of our time talking about our
daily struggles—and how we apply Christ’s salvation to our lives.
And it’s natural to be fascinated by that. But very few take the
time to get the foundation in place—the established fact of what
happened at the cross.

Now let me return to that church in Latvia and finish the story. It
was an embarrassing situation for me, because I was training 200
pastors, and fifty of them had stayed behind and were watching my
interaction with the woman who'd been praying. The interpreter
had been telling me, “Ignore this woman. She’s dangerous!”

Well, it’s pretty embarrassing when you've got a woman sitting
in the front pew waving at you. And finally she stood up and said,
“Why are you ignoring me?” I said, “Ohhhh!”

So I allowed myself to minister to her, and she was really
shocked.

“I've got a message for you from God,’ I told her.

“Oh;’ she said, “this is wonderful!” And she fell down and began
raising her hands into the air.
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I said, “Don’t be too hasty. You haven't heard the message yet!”
“Well,” she replied, “what is the message?”

“God wants me to rebuke you,” I said. The blood drained out of
her face.

“Why?” she responded. “I've just spent twenty-five minutes
giving God every sin in my life!”

“Well I answered, “that appears to be the problem, because
when you come to God believing, you don’t come offering Him
something. That’s the heathen way. You come to receive what
God has given you. And you spent twenty-five minutes giving
God yourself—yet you haven’t once reached out and taken hold
of what He’s given you.”

And by the way, this is symptomatic of many people. And if
there’s a shortage of the Holy Spirit in the life, 'm confident it’s
because we have not taken the step of confessing that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God. It’s that serious.

We urgently need to develop the habit of making faith
statements when we come to God, because what did we read
earlier? “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God”” 1 John 4:15, NASB. If we do that,
we will be indwelt by the Holy Spirit! Confess your faith in the
death of Christ, and the living Christ will come into you! You will
have Christ in your mind! Imagine what an advantage that is.

Now, if you don’t have Christ in your mind, you'll be like so many
other Christians. You'll be tempted, and you will desperately start
crying out to God to make you stronger so you can withstand the
temptation.

SEEING WITH A NEwW MIND

But that is not the way to victory. That’s the way to defeat. You
can cry out for all you're worth, but in vain. But when you confess
Jesus, and He comes into your mind through the Holy Spirit, you
immediately have the mind of Christ. You look at things with
totally different eyes, when you have the mind of Christ.
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I know the first time it happened to me, I actually allowed
myself to look at a beautiful young lady without any thoughts of
lust, because instead of asking God to take away thoughts of lust,
I said to Him, “I give you the privilege of coming into my mind”

And suddenly I looked at this girl that I had truthfully lusted
after, and I looked at her and saw this beautiful creation that had
come forth from God’s hands—not an object of sexual desire but
somebody beautiful who could glorify God. And, I thought, I
should be praising God for His creation.

“Where did that thought come from?” I asked myself. It was
not my customary thought.

And God said to me, “That’s My thought. That’s how I view
beautiful young women who’ve come forth from My hand”

And suddenly I realized, “Oh, I've put the cart before the
horse”

IThadbeencomingto Godwithacarnal (unspiritual) mind, crying
out for deliverance. My cry had been: “Make me stronger!”

I should have been coming to God with a Spirit-filled mind.
Then I'd be thinking as God thinks. I want to tell you, when it
comes to victory, this makes all the difference between success
and failure.

And the privilege of having Christ in your mind through the
Spirit hinges on whether you have permitted yourself to see and
appreciate how much God has given you in the person of Jesus
Christ.

You should be able to move into faith statements when you
come to God each morning: “Thank You, Father”

What are you then going to say to the Father? Besides thanking
Him, what else can you do? You could praise Him. You could sing
praises to God. But your prayers are addressed to the Father. You
are thanking and praising the Father for something that you have
in Christ!

You have justification. He became sin for you!
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This is how the Father sees you in Christ. “Thank You, Father,
because in allowing Jesus to become sin for me, You now see my
wretched, sinful self as being absolutely righteous in Your sight”

That’s a faith statement.

I'm addressing the Father. I'm claiming what He’s done in
Christ. I'm allowing Him to see me as He says He sees me! And
I'm acknowledging at the same time the truth about myself. I'm
saying, “I'm a wretched, sinful person, yet You let Jesus become
sin for me. And now You see me as sinless, righteous, and just!”

I try to express these thoughts to God every morning of my life.
No matter how I feel, I want God to know my thoughts. “I am a
wretched, sinful man, and I'm so grateful this morning, as I look
at the cross, that You allowed Jesus to become sin for me, because
now I have the assurance that in Your sight, for another day, I am
as perfect as Jesus was”

That’s a faith statement.

And you can do this concerning any of the blessings associated
with the death of Jesus. And which category do all these blessings
fit into? They are not part of an ongoing process in our lives. No,
they are established facts. They have already taken place. They
were ours when we least deserved them. We could do nothing
about earning them. Yet despite our ungodliness and weakened
state, God’s grace was showered upon us!

So few people are truly grateful for the grace of God, it seems.
Many professed Christians have managed to develop ways of earning
the favor of God or demonstrating somehow that they deserve it.

So—some will try to keep their Sabbath a little better. Others
will practice righteousness by lifestyle. While lifestyle isimportant,
some become overly focused on their diet, entertainment, health,
dress, and other matters; and frequently become obsessed with
the behavior of others, as well.

Why not simply be free to enjoy a love relationship with God
instead? When that is in place, there will be seen a great balance
in our lives. Instead of doing things in order to please God and

810 SOTIISTUTWNBRIPOWNOATIBDID
HOAISTYHATT TTIId A0 NOISSIWIHd Ad dHIdOD



COPIED BY PERMISSION OF BILL LIVERSIDGE

92 + OVERCOMING THROUGH JESUS

receive His grace, we will be free to serve Him joyfully and obey
Him in all things willingly—because we have already received
His grace freely through His Son Jesus Christ. Our lifestyles will
reflect His character, because His grace will be in us.

When we rest on the established facts—when we by faith accept
what Jesus has accomplished for us on the cross—we can forever
abandon our efforts to earn or deserve something that is, after all,
already ours!

C}lapter Review

1. Why is it so important to express your faith in and
gratitude for the free gift of God — His Son Jesus Christ?

2. What is faith always rooted in?

. Why did God rebuke the woman in Latvia?

4. What is the key to having Christ in your mind and
thinking as God thinks and looking at things as He sees

them?

5. Which faith statements expressed in this chapter have
impacted you the most?

CreativeMediaMinistries.Org
O8]

6. What is the only way to have a balanced lifestyle that will
glorify God?

THOUGHT QUESTION

Are you truly grateful for the gift of the grace of God? Are
you comfortable expressing your gratitude more openly and
frequently?



CHAPTER ELEVEN

What a Relief It Is!

I’m the kind of person who can have a mountaintop experience,
and the next day, I can be in the valley. It's OK to acknowledge
that to God about yourself, you know. That’s how inconsistent
we fragile human beings are in sin. That’s what it’s done to us!
We actually begin to think the “yo-yo” experience is the normal
experience. It’s not!

So we're seeking to clarify our thinking about what it means
to move into faith and to praise God for the gift of His Son on
Calvary. It’s the crux of everything. The whole sanctuary service
began in the courtyard at the altar. It was the basis for everything
else that happened!

After I had preached this very message in Australia one time, a
man stood up and said, “Thank You, God, that I'm doing so well”

Ilooked at him in amazement! He gave the microphone back to
the deacon, and I said, “Give it back to him again” The man was
angry with this—this was someone I'd known for thirty years, you
know? We went to school together.

And he said, “Well, I don’t know what to say. Well, then,” he
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continued, “OK, God, as I look around this church here, I want to
praise You, because it’s my money that built this church”

That’s what he said the second time around. And I looked at
him in even greater amazement. He tried four times, and still he
couldn’t acknowledge anything.

Finally, he said, “Well, I guess I don’t know how to praise God”
“Well,” I replied, “that could be a true statement”

He waited for me outside the door of the church. I knew he would.
He was really angry and said, “You put me on the spot in there”

“Well,” I answered, “you ain’t seen nothing yet, because quite
frankly—and I'm saying this kindly—you need to be put on the
spot. If as a leader in this church, you can’t stand up and praise
God for what you've got in Jesus while leaving yourself out of the
picture, you've got a problem!”

He still hasn’t succeeded in expressing a true faith statement.
I mean, every time I'm there, he tests me again. He’s determined
to win.

We should praise God for all the blessings of life, but if we're
not entering into belief, we are robbing ourselves of the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, and we’re just becoming better educated little
devils.

You're reading the words of somebody here, remember, who
for twenty years prayed that self-defeating prayer, “God, make me
strong enough. I want to do this for you”

And God finally said, “But, look, I've already done it for you!

Open your eyes and take hold of what I have done in human flesh!
Believe in Jesus—you don’t have to be Jesus!”

TRYING IN VAIN TO BE SUPERHUMAN

That’s what He told me. And I thought, “What a relief!” I was
indeed trying to be Jesus. I wanted to be the perfect overcomer.
I wanted to have a pure, righteous life. I hated the fact that I still
had some habits in my life that were not to the glory of God.
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But I was going about it the wrong way. I was wanting God to
make me superhuman. But there’s only one human being who
ever was good enough!

And God in His infinite mercy has accepted that One in my
place! Amazing! How could He do that?

When I finally saw it, I just fell on my knees and said, “Forgive
me for twenty years in the wilderness of trying to get stronger”

And God said, “Well, you had good motives, but it didn’t work,
did it?”

“No,” I admitted, “it didn’t work! I'm deeper in the hole than
ever!”

And that was the first moment I saw some light!

I was like Luther. Yet why did I have to repeat Luther’s
experience? I should have been content to read of his discovery
and believe it—that “the just shall live” not by struggle, not by
begging God to make them superhuman, but that “the just shall
live by faith” alone!

And that faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ.

You will even know how God feels about your fellow workers,
because it will be God’s mind in you looking at them. You'll know
the very moment when you should be nurturing, when to be a
little bolder, when to be supportive. You'll know precisely when,
because it will be Jesus in you who looks at others lovingly, wanting
to draw them to Himself.

Remember this verse? “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son
of God, God abides in him, and he in God.” 1 John 4:15, NASB.

Now I don’t mind telling you that if you make a biblical
confession—a statement of faith—you can expect to be anointed
by the Holy Spirit. And remember, that could carry a risk because
of the results it brings to your lifestyle, to your relationships, to
everything else about you.

A statement of faith is based on established facts—and those
facts are found in the Word of God. The Bible story of the
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centurion’s slave in Luke 7:1-10 shows that you're in faith when
your requests are based on the Word:

When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing

of the people, he entered Capernaum. There a centurion’s
servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about
to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of
the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant.
When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him,
“This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves
our nation and has built our synagogue”

So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house
when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come
under my roof. That is why I did not even consider myself
worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant
will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with
soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go, and he goes; and that
one, ‘Come, and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,
and he does it”

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and
turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I
have not found such great faith even in Israel” Then the
men who had been sent returned to the house and found
the servant well.

If God has said it, you are free to take hold of it as boldly as you
like and claim it for yourself.

And no, this is not arrogance. It’s called “faith” to believe that
since God said it, I believe it, and that settles it. The reason
it’s not arrogance is because it’s contrary to the natural human
heart. The natural human heart wants to do things itself and is
even happy to call on God to make it stronger to be able to do
them.

But faith is based on humility and surrender. I acknowledge
my own uselessness, my sinfulness, my helplessness—and I need
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what God has given and is offering me through Jesus Christ. That
is faith. You can be as bold as you like.

Anyone in the Bible who saw God didn’t stand up and say, “Oh,
thank You. I'm not a worm.”

You know what they did? Here again is what Isaiah said: “Woe
to me! ... I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King,
the Lord Almighty” Isaiah 6:5. When he saw the glory of the
Lord—how holy God is—Isaiah realized how exceedingly sinful
he was by contrast.

That doesn’t mean that God doesn’t place value on us. Don’t get
that wrong. But Christianity is the opposite of “pop psychology”” In
Christianity you begin—well, it’s like in Alcoholics Anonymous,
where one begins, “I am an alcoholic”

And in what I call “Sinners Anonymous,” you begin by saying,
“I am a man, or a woman, of unclean lips. There’s nothing good in

”

me.

But this doesn’t mean that I'm without hope. That’s a different
matter altogether. Yet unless we acknowledge the truth of what sin
has done to us, we never seem to get beyond first base in having
an assurance of salvation.

That’swhylemphasize and repeat that salvationisan established
fact, as well as an ongoing process. And part of the established
fact is the realization of our utter sinfulness.

How did God feel about the world in Noah’s day? How was
it described? “The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the
earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil all the time” Genesis 6:5.

“Every inclination!” And what did Jesus teach?

As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming
of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing
about what would happen until the flood came and took
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them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the
Son of Man. Matthew 24:37-39.

Every thought in men’s minds was evil—they were intent on
satisfying themselves, never thinking about God, even though
He had given them plenty of warning. They “disobeyed long ago
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was
being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through
water.” 1 Peter 3:20..

By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen,
in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness
that comes by faith. Hebrews 11:7.

This is what sin has done, and the beauty of Christianity is
that despite the acknowledgment of our utter helplessness and
sinfulness, we are not without hope; because God has seen value
in us to the point that He’s sacrificed His own Son, knowing what
sin had done to us.

In other words, God is not offended when we come boldly. He
wants us to come boldly, because of what He’s done in Jesus Christ.

So let’s track down a few of these faith statements.
“Thank You”
“Praise You!”

“Sing Your praises”

BENEFITS OF THE DEATH OF JESUS

You can do it however you want to, because through the death
of Jesus Christ:

» “I've been justified—declared righteous.” Romans 5:9.

» “I was reconciled to God” Romans 5:10.

» “God has demonstrated His love toward me” Romans 5:8; 1
John 3:16.

» “God has made peace, reconciling all things—including
me—to Himself” Colossians 1:20.
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» “I was redeemed—bought back—and forgiven” 1 Peter 1:18,
19; Revelation 5:9; Ephesians 1:7.

» “I was crucified with Christ” Romans 6:5-7; Galatians 2:20.

» “He became sin for me, and died as me”” 2 Corinthians 5:14,
21; Isaiah 53:4-7.

» “My sin has been put (or taken) away” Hebrews 9:26; John
1:29.

» “I have been released from my sins” Revelation 1:5.

» “I can consider myself to be dead to sin” Romans 6:11.

» “I have no second death (a reference to eternal death in
contrast to physical death in the grave, which Jesus called sleep) in
my future, because He’s already died that death for me” Hebrews
2:9; Revelation 20:6; John 11:11-15.

» “I have been freed from my enemy, Satan—he’s been
defeated—he is powerless over me” Hebrews 2:14.

» “Iam free from the fear of death, from slavery to sin and the
devil” Hebrews 2:15.

“I am...” what else?

» “I have been perfected forever, even while I am in process of
being sanctified by Christ!” Hebrews 10:14-.

» “I was healed” 1 Peter 2:24.

» “I'm no longer condemned.” Romans 8:1.

Why not?

Because my condemnation fell on Him. Romans 8:1-3; 1 Peter
2:24.

All of these things, I have, despite the fact that I am helpless,
sinful, and wicked.

All these blessings, I have, and they’re all mine on the basis of
the death of Jesus! These are established facts, and I can simply
say, “Thank You, Father. There’s no second death, no hellfire, in
my future. I want to praise You for that today, because Jesus has
already died my second death”
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That’s a faith statement.

“Thank You, Father, because even though I have felt as if I
were on death row, bound by sin, I am not condemned in Your
sight, because You graciously allowed my condemnation to fall
on Jesus”

Amazing! Condemned, by the way, is the same word as judged.
My judgment fell on Jesus. It killed Him. That’s why Jesus taught
that a true believer doesn’t have to face judgment—because He’s
already experienced it! “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My
word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does
not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life”
John 5:24, NASB.

“Thank You, Father, thatI don’t have to spend today in ignorance
of Your love, because You have demonstrated Your love toward
me in sacrificing Your Son to die in my stead, and I want to rejoice
in that love today. Thank You”

That’s a faith statement.
“That was the demonstration of Your love. Thank You, Father”

My favorite faith statement always comes back to justification:
“Thank You, Father, that despite awareness of my own sinfulness
and humanity today, as I look at the cross, I'm just in awe of the
fact that You see me just as perfectly righteous as Jesus, because
though He knew no sin, He permitted Himself to be made sin
on my behalf and to suffer the death that I deserve. Thank You,
Father” 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 2:9.

That’s a faith statement. And the moment you say it—the
moment you confess—the Holy Spirit brings the life of Christ into
you. How do we know that the faith statement above is true?

Because Jesus was sent to death, and death is the wages of sin,
not of righteousness. “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” Romans 6:23.

Jesus—even though He never sinned personally—became sin.
That’s why the Father turned His face away. Not because He saw
His own Son, but because He saw you and me hanging there. Jesus
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took my sin on Himself. “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each
of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the
iniquity of us all” Isaiah 53:6, emphasis supplied.

If you ever let Jesus become fully you, what a moment that is!
One day I actually allowed Jesus to die with everything on Him
that I was. I mean everything. I thought, “Hallelujah!” Jesus took
even my weakest, darkest, most horrible thoughts, actions, and
attitudes on Himself. And it killed Him! It was a faith step on His
part, as it is a faith step on our part to take hold of that and believe
it.

We know it cost Him His life! Righteous men don’t die like
that—not the second death. He died the second death—the death
of a guilty, forsaken sinner. What an act of faith it was for Him
to do that! He had to believe that His Father would raise Him
again.

Contemplate the following beautiful quote from Ellen White in
The Desire of Ages, page 25:

Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be
treated as He deserves. He was condemned for our sins, in
which He had no share, that we might be justified by His
righteousness, in which we had no share. He suffered the
death which was ours, that we might receive the life which
was His.

How is your faith right now, my reading friend? I want to
encourage you to write out a faith statement of your own. It
shouldn’t have anything to do with your struggles in life, with how
well you're doing, or how well you're not doing. It should instead
bring your focus to the death of Jesus.

In your faith statement, you’ll praise God for the death of Jesus,
because anything in Scripture that relates to the death of Jesus,
you may claim as yours. And you simply want to praise God for
being so gracious and generous.

Let me give you one more example of a faith statement:

“I'm thanking You this morning, Father, because through the
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obedience of the one Man Jesus Christ, who was obedient unto
death, You see me as totally obedient. Thank You, Father! Because
when [ look in the mirror, that’s not what I see, but I'm praising
You, because that’s what You see—and it gives me the courage to
press on in Jesus Christ”

So take a moment now and write out your own faith statement
below. Because when you do, it will unlock the Holy Spirit in a
very special way, and you can expect interesting things to begin
happening within you!

I also want to encourage you to find a friend or family member
and verbalize your faith statement.

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting
in salvation. Romans 10:9, 10, NASB.

MY FAITH STATEMENT:
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C l'lapter Review

1. What is the difference between believing in Jesus and
trying to be Jesus?

2. How is it that the “just shall live”? How will they not live?

3. What can you expect to happen when you make a faith
statement (a biblical confession)?

4. What did the story of the centurion in Luke 7 demonstrate
about faith? Why did Jesus say He had not seen such great
faith as that of the centurion?

5. What will you acknowledge when you receive the gift of
humility?

6. Review and contemplate the benefits of the death of Jesus
listed in this chapter.

7. How could Jesus teach that a true believer does not come
into judgment (condemnation)?

810 SOTIISTUTWNBRIPOWNOATIBDID
HOAISHHATIT TTII9d A0 NOISSINWAdHd Ad dTHIJOD

8. Why did the Father turn His face away from Jesus on the
cross?

THOUGHT QUESTION

Is it difficult for you to praise God for what He has given you in
His Son Jesus, while leaving yourself out of the picture?

APPLICATION

Be sure to write out at least one faith statement and “confess
with your mouth” as you share it with another person.






CHAPTER TWELVE

“Much More”

C ; e are declared righteous through Christ’s death, and then,
as the Spirit comes into our lives, we are, in fact, made righteous.
That’s the balance we've been looking at, so praise the Lord for
that!

Some of you may still be sliding a little toward the ongoing
experience side, but I want to be sure that we continue to praise
God for what we have through the death of Jesus—an already
established fact. This, in turn, opens the door for the magnificence
of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. God is good, isn’t He?

If you take hold of Christ’s death by faith—and all that God has
given you—you’ll be a peaceful person. You won't be punishing
yourself. You won’t be on a perfectionistic trip. You won’t be
measuring your performance every day to see if you still have the
favor of God or not. You will be focused on the cross of Calvary.
And all those things will be lifted from you, and you will now be
free to enter into Christ’s life!

That’s why the promise is, “If you confess, He will abide
within you!” And this is an ongoing process. I find it absolutely
fascinating that so many Christians see a sinner come to Christ
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and then expect instant maturity. They’ve obviously never reared
a child.

The most important part of baptismal preparation is not to
learn a set of doctrines—it’s the knowledge of Jesus Christ. All
biblical doctrines should be Christ-centered, revealing to us the
character of God and what He did in Christ. They should not just
be a set of teachings to support a church.

Doctrines can be life-giving, when they’re presented in a Christ-
centered way. I mean, we're never called just to defend a set of
doctrines. That’s not our reason for existence. We're called to lead
sinners to life! And if there are sinners in the community, they
should be coming to churches—the ones preaching and teaching
the Good News—seeking freedom and life and victory—and the
ability to live without being enslaved to sin for the rest of their
lives.

At this point, I'd like to ask you to stop reading this book. Yes,
you heard me right! For a moment, at least. Long enough so you
can take some time to find your own Bible and read through
Romans, chapter 6.

...............

Did you finish Romans 6?

Now then, notice the use of the word count in verse 11. “In the
same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ
Jesus” Is it “faith” or “feeling” when you “count” something? It’s a
“faith” experience, isn't it?

“Count it “choose to believe it” What word does the King
James Version use there? Reckon. Yes, that great old word, reckon.

Or consider. OK, we've got several options here: “reckon,” “count;’
“ K ”» « . ”
consider;,” or you could say, “choose to believe!

When we choose to believe, we can claim all the benefits of
Christ’s death. It’s the first step in our day as we come to the cross.
We're looking at practical steps now. And the first habit we want
to get into every day is the habit of confessing our belief in and
gratitude for the death of Jesus.
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There can be appropriate feelings, by the way, that accompany
a statement of faith. God gives good, healthy feelings to people
who express their faith.

The more we share these things, the more they become a part
of us. Youre not free because somehow, you've improved your
life. You're free because Jesus lived not an “improved” life but a
perfect one! You know?

God had to lift the guilt that was crushing the human race!
Even though we may have been addicted to sin, we still felt guilty
about it. So Jesus had to submit to being treated as we deserved to
be treated—as absolutely sinful. He had to suffer death. And only
the death of a righteous Man could ever have atoned for the sins
of the whole world.

Yes, it was our sin that brought death to Jesus. At Pentecost
when Peter stood up and preached that powerful sermon and
3,000 were converted, he said to the Jews who were present, “You
killed Jesus” That was exactly what He preached! He called a
spade a spade, and they were convicted and repented! Look at the
account in Acts 2:36-41:

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart
and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what
shall we do?”

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise
is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for
all whom the Lord our God will call”

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded
with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about
three thousand were added to their number that day.

We all have the capacity to fall away from keeping this as the
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focus of our daily lives. But God is gracious, and the interesting
thing is that He doesn’t plunge us back under condemnation. We,
however, put ourselves back there quickly enough!

But God doesn’t put us back under condemnation, because it
was not lifted from us in the first place because we were consistent
in living as we should. It was lifted from us because God loved us
enough to let Jesus experience it in our stead. That is grace. That’s
what grace is all about.

THE ONLY BASIS FOR OUR ASSURANCE

What God has given us is the basis of our assurance. I hope you
see this. This is our only basis of assurance. It’s the basis of our
assurance because all the benefits of the cross have been given to
us, not on the basis of our human performance—they are given
to us on the basis of Christ’s divine-human performance! So even
if we do slip back—which we’ve all done—and we get so busy that
we can't always keep this awareness in place in our daily lives,
we're not plunged back into condemnation and guilt. Because we
were never declared righteous in the first place because we were
doing so well—but rather, because Jesus did so well!

That’s why what God gives us is the basis of our assurance. And
you can avoid the yo-yo experience if that one factor is in place
in your daily life. You can start to have a consistent experience of
belief and assurance.

But you will soon realize that God is offering you “much more”
(remember Romans 5:10). Those two words should leap from the
page of your Bible and flash as in neon lights.

“Much more”

Much more than what? Let’s read the whole verse again: “For if,
when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through
the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled,
shall we be saved through his life!”

The Good News is that even as we were God’s enemies, we
were reconciled to Him through the death of Jesus. Yet...there’s
“much more”!
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Please don’t miss this! What God is offering you is not just the
privilege of being free from a death sentence—a pretty marvelous
privilege, no one could deny! This would be like being let out of
death row!

But God wants you to know that He has “much more” in store
for you! That’'s why Protestantism began to fall back when it
stopped at the cross. Because the cross is the pathway to “much
more”!

And it’s not enough just to go through life knowing that I'm
forgiven, that I'm pardoned, that God is looking at me as if I'm
perfect. God is offering me “much more”!

How much more? What does it say? We shall be saved by
His life! God wants you to know that He’s not just giving you
forgiveness—He’s also offering you restoration. In other words,
salvation is not a passive experience. It’s a dynamic experience!
If you enter into salvation, you are entering into life! And I hope
you've seen, from what you've read so far, that the way to life is
through Jesus’ death! You cannot get to life without going first
through the death of Jesus.

Jesus taught this Himself. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit” John 12:24, NASB.

The way to life is through death!

This is where some incomplete Christian teaching has not
served many of us well. We've been taught that God loved us
and forgave us, but then left us with habits of sin that somehow
we haven’t always been able to put behind us! And this gets
discouraging!

It led me to cry out to God one day, “This system doesn’t
work!”

Yet God has been so patient with me.

But God wants you to know that “much more” than what you
have through the death of Jesus, you're going to be given restoration
through His life! You are now free to receive the life of Christ!
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And I hope you're utterly clear that the life of Christ cannot be
imparted to anybody who’s not partaking by faith in His death!
Because you'd still be under guilt and condemnation, yet wanting
life at the same time.

You'd end up in this weird duality—this double-minded-
ness—where you sit in church and hear the sermons and can
even talk about the second coming of Jesus, and then you go
out and fall back into the same old paths of sin over and over
again.

That was not God’s plan for us.

C}lapter Review

1. How can you be a peaceful person?

2. What should all biblical doctrines, and therefore church
doctrines, teach?

3. What should be the reason for the existence of any
church?

4. Describe the difference between faith and feelings.
5. Why did Jesus submit to being treated as you deserve?

6. How does God respond when you fail to keep the Good
News of the cross your daily focus?

7. How can you begin to have a consistent experience of
belief and assurance in your life?

8. Asimportant as the accomplished fact of the cross of
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Christ is, what is the “much more” God offers you beyond
the cross?

What is the condition of receiving this “much more”? Why
is this necessary?
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Baptism,
Deatll, and Life

D o you know what baptism is really all about? It’s reaching
a point where you’re willing to acknowledge publicly that it was
your sin that Jesus took on Himself, and your death that He was
dying. Jesus was a pure and righteous Man, and that’s what we
acknowledge at baptism.

We acknowledge not only that in His death, we died—but
that also we now live in His resurrection life. This is what we’ve
been saying all along in these pages: that our salvation is both an
accomplished fact and an ongoing process. So baptism is a time
for declaring your absolute identification with the death and the
resurrection of Jesus.

It would be too bad if it ever simply became a time when you
agreed to a set of doctrines and joined a church. What a tragedy
that would be! If only we were as concerned to lead people to
the understanding of the death and the resurrection of Jesus as
we sometimes seem to be that they get all the doctrines straight.
Those things would take care of themselves, because if you have
truly come to understand salvation, then by the time you're
baptized into Christ, you have received the mind of Christ, and
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you're open to anything else that He wants you to know and to
believe. It’s easy to put the cart before the horse.

I hope you're keeping your Bible open next to you as you read
this book. Right now, I'd like you to turn to 2 Corinthians 5:21:
“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God”

Why did Jesus die and become sin in the sight of His Father? So
we might become righteous!

So many people have no idea what it means to enter into
salvation. They think it means, “Well, 'm finally going to get to go
to heaven and live on and on and on . . ” Life forever is certainly
included as part of our salvation, but salvation isn’t something
we must wait for—something that is far off in the future. No,
salvation means to enter now into the life of Christ!

The first New Testament use of the root word for salvation is
in Matthew 1:21: “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their
sins”

“From their sins” Yet so many seem to believe that the verse
reads: “in their sins” I'm serious. A lot of people apparently believe
that.

SET FREE

Salvation means to be set free from sin! That’s what it means to
be saved!

But if someone says to you, “Are you saved?” what are they
thinking? You're going to heaven. You're going to live on forever
and ever and ever—almost regardless of what you do.

Yet Jesus died so that we might become “the righteousness of
God in Him”

The whole purpose of His death was to open the door for us to
be restored back into righteousness—the righteousness sin has
taken from us! That is the meaning of salvation. You enter into
life, and that life is in the Son. “And this is the testimony: God has



Baptism, Death, and Life 115

given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life”
1 John 5:11, 12.

If you have Christ in you, you have His life! You'll no longer be
a slave to sin. God will restore you into righteousness. That’s His
promise! The only problem is, it’s not an instant thing—it’s an
ongoing process in our lives.

I don’t know how many people are boggled when they begin
to realize that salvation is not some floating-around privilege in
heaven. It’s actually a very real, earthly experience. Eternal life is
a present reality, because that life is in the Son! He who has the
Son, therefore, has this life! That’s why we ought to spend our
lives seeking Christ! We need not be trying to improve ourselves,
because the only way to improve oneself is to have Christ. There’s
no other way. There’s no other power, or name, that is able to
improve us! “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” Acts
4:12. And saved means transformed, restored to righteousness,
given the kind of life that can actually endure living.

Imagine if God took us all to heaven right now, where absolute
unselfishness reigns—where pure love is the order of the day.
Now, God is gracious. The thief on the cross did not have time,
so he’ll have the privilege of growing up in heaven. God knows
that this is a process that takes a lifetime for most of us. And even
then we look at ourselves and realize how short of His glory we
still are.

One of the most astounding things I've ever read in the Bible is
a statement in Ephesians. I keep going back to it and reminding
myself—this is what God is promising us. In Ephesians, chapter 3
isone of the most beautiful passages in the New Testament—about
the height and depth and length and breadth of God’s love.

I'm looking at Ephesians 3, verses 17 to 19. What an incredible
passage this is:

So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,
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may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and
to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

I nearly fainted when I first read that. I said, “No way”

God is offering me the fullness. I have to confess to you, I have
difficulty handling a few drops of God’s holiness when He reveals
it to me. And He’s offering me the fullness—the fullness!

In other words, you can be as loving as God is, because it is
actually God loving through you.

You can be as forgiving as God is. It is a miracle, because it’s
Jesus who's forgiving through you! And how much forgiveness
is in the heart of Jesus? Look at Luke 23:34: “Jesus said, ‘Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. And they
divided up his clothes by casting lots”

Jesus said those words, “Father, forgive them; for they do not
know what they are doing,” after He had been nailed to the cross!

Ellen White, that prolific nineteenth-century Christian writer,
penned these inspirational and pertinent words in The Story of
Redemption, page 222:

Jesus made no murmur of complaint; His face remained
pale and serene, but great drops of sweat stood upon His
brow. There was no pitying hand to wipe the death dew
from His face, nor words of sympathy and unchanging
fidelity to stay His human heart. He was treading the
winepress all alone; and of all the people there was none
with Him. While the soldiers were doing their fearful work,
and He was enduring the most acute agony, Jesus prayed for
His enemies—“Father, forgive them; for they know not what
they do.” Luke 23:34. That prayer of Christ for His enemies
embraced the world, taking in every sinner who should live,
until the end of time.

Can we be that forgiving?
I'm going to tell you again that there is no power on this
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entire earth that can bring about that kind of change to a human
heart. You can sit through all the self-help seminars, go to all the
counseling, try everything that this world has to offer, but it will
not change your heart. But allow Jesus to dwell in your heart by
faith, through the Holy Spirit, and in one moment, you can have
the mind of God.

Peter said it so beautifully:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His divine power
has given us everything we need for life and godliness through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate
in the divine nature [“you may become partakers of the divine
nature’—NASB] and escape the corruption in the world caused
by evil desires. 2 Peter 1:2-4, emphasis supplied.

It's God—His own glory and goodness—in us!

You will think the highest thoughts. You'll have the deepest
feelings. You'll have the most profound love. You'll experience
the most incredible confession, repentance, and forgiveness. And
you'll extend it all to others, because Christ will be in you.

And when Christ is in you, the Bible says you can consider
yourself “dead to sin but alive to God” Romans 6:11. That’s the
toughest thing in the world to choose to believe when the evidence
points to the contrary. Because, whether we like it or not, we do
feel sin within us pulling us a certain way. Can we all say that this
is a true statement?

THE PuLL OF SIN WITHIN

I believe you're going to feel the pull of sin within you until the
Lord comes, and it’s totally unrealistic to expect that you will not
feel your propensity to sin. In fact, the Word is that those who
come into the spiritual realm and are born again of the Spirit feel
the pull of sin much more intensely than people who are carnal
by nature.
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Sin never used to bother me at all. People who are born of
the Spirit and are walking in the spiritual life sense and feel the
presence of sin within them much more strongly than people who
are not in the spiritual life.

That’s why, when you look into the Law of God, you feel
condemned, because you see the holiness of God, and it shows
your own sinfulness.

No, sin never used to bother me. I used to enjoy it! But then the
Law came, and I looked into it, and I died. Here’s how Paul says it
in Romans 7:9-13:

Once [ was alive apart from law; but when the
commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found
that the very commandment that was intended to bring life
actually brought death.

For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the
commandment, deceived me, and through the
commandment put me to death. So then, the law is holy,
and the commandment is holy, righteous and good. Did
that which is good, then, become death to me? By no
means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin,
it produced death in me through what was good, so that
through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.

Paul actually says the Law made his sin even more sinful. It
magnified it. It showed him how sinful he really was by contrasting
his sin with the holiness of God.

So if you're expecting never to feel the propensity and the pull
of sin within you, I've got news for you. You're on the wrong path.
You're going to feel it more intensely than ever.

Finally one day, you may cry out with the apostle: “As it is, it is
no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. Now if I do
what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin
living in me that does it” Verses 17, 20.

“It’s not me!” he said. “It’s sin which lives within me. It’s not me
God—it’s sin within me”
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And God understands that. It’s one of the reasons He gave Jesus
the exact flesh we have:

Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through
death He might render powerless him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil. . . . For what the Law could not
do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for
sin, He condemned sin in the flesh. Hebrews 2:14; Romans
8:3; NASB.

After the human race had been weakened by 4,000 years of sin,
Jesus then took on the body of a human being. Think about that.

That’s why Jesus felt what we feel. It’s so encouraging to me
to know that Jesus had a true human body, yet was without sin.
When I realized that Jesus had taken the same physical body that
I have, it was the first time in my life that [ began to consider that
sin is actually not something physical. Sin is being in a state of
rebellion against God, manifesting in physical acts (sins). Jesus
explained this truth in the following way:

You have heard that it was said, “Do not commit
adultery” But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his
heart. . . . For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil
thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed,
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.
Matthew 5:27, 28; Mark 7:21, 22.

There is a point in our spiritual growth, the Bible says, where
we can consider ourselves to be dead to sin. But apparently that
doesn’t mean that we don’t feel the presence of sin within us!
We're going to discover what it does mean.

So now let’s look at Romans 6:6: “For we know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin”

Our old self, crucified with Christ. And that brings up a
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question. At what point in the Christian life does this become a
reality? At what point can we actually claim this?

Paul gives us the answer in this chapter, and it must precede the
knowing this of verse 6:

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have
been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly
also be united with him in his resurrection. Verses 3-5.

So our understanding of baptism can point us to an answer.
Because at baptism, some people may perhaps be expecting their
own death—the death of their old nature. But baptism is the time
when you are baptized into Christ’s death. And if you're being
baptized into His death, then what is the one thing you should
have an understanding of above anything else?

The cross! The atonement! The significance of His death!

Because by the time of your baptism, you are at a point where
you've become convicted regarding the death of Jesus and its
incredible benefit to you! That is the point when you should go
forward into baptism, because you are willing now to be baptized
into His death.

And again, it’s through the acceptance of His death that we are
opened to receive His life. But often it’s a real task to get people
to focus on Christ’s death, leave themselves out of the picture,
and see how good God has been in Christ—so that now God can
indwell them and bring about all that they’ve really wanted from
the beginning: a holy and pure life to the glory of God.

Because God’s not going to varnish you. He’s not going to
improve what you are. He’s going to come in and recreate you
and restore you back into His image! And I have news for you. It
can be a painful process, yet a very joyful experience.

And it’s all ours, by faith!
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C l'lapter Review

. What are you publicly declaring when you get baptized?
How is that associated with your experience of salvation?

. What is the true meaning of salvation? What will happen
when you really understand this?

. Why did Jesus die and become sin in the sight of God? See
2 Corinthians 5:21

. How are you set free from sin? How do you possess eternal
life now as a present reality? 1 John 5:11, 12; Acts 4:12

. What is the only way your heart can be changed? How can
you have the fullness of God now and become as loving
and forgiving as He is? Ephesians 3:14-19; 2 Peter 1:4

. What happens to the pull of sin within you when you
move into the spiritual realm?

. What is the relationship between the Law of God and the
sense of sin for a person who’s been born of the Spirit?
Romans 7:9-13

. How does the author describe “sin”, which results in

physical acts (sins)?

THOUGHT QUESTION

How has your understanding of baptism changed in the light of
Romans 6:3-6?
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Joining the
Bocly of Churist

C ; hat is the root of our peace?

We've already found it in Romans 5:1: “Therefore, since we have
been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ”

Peace doesn’t depend on my being truthful with God. Rather,
I have peace because of the established fact that I “have been
justified,” so I'm now able to be truthful, open, and honest. It’s not
the other way around.

We don’t convince God, by being truthful, to become generous
with us. It’s because God is generous with us in the condition
we’re in—this hopeless, helpless, ungodly condition—that we’re
enabled to be truthful.

And Christ is offering to come in, through the Spirit, and
bring changes from the inside out. He’s not offering improved
performance. He’s offering to actually come in and indwell us.

One thing I love about God is His ability to incarnate Himself
in human flesh. Whenever He visits earth, He always takes on
human flesh.
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Jesus came to earth—He took on human flesh. The Holy Spirit
came to earth—He indwelt human flesh. This is God’s specialty.
He specializes in incarnation.

You can actually become a partaker of the divine nature. You
can have God in you. And there’s no power equal to that anywhere
in the universe—having divinity within you. It is a transforming,
life-changing, empowering, overcoming thing to have God in you,
because you're taking into you the very One who, in human flesh,
overcame sin and the devil. You're putting Him on!

Now, when believers enter truly into faith, they are then filled
with a desire to declare this. Baptism was always intended to be
a public thing, because at that moment, when you’re willing to
declare it publicly, you are saying, “I'm now ready to connect with
the body of Christ and become a functioning part of it””

So the entrance into the body of Christ has always been through
baptism, and God’s response to baptism has always been the
anointing of the Spirit.

I was in Australia a while back, and one of my nephews—an
elder in one of the Seventh-day Adventist churches there—came
up to me and said, “Look, I've got this young couple, just in their
early twenties” And he said, “I've been studying with them, and
they wish to be baptized. I've asked the pastor, and he’s given me
permission to do the baptizing”

This was exciting for my nephew, because he hadn’t done any
baptizing up to this point. But because he’d worked with this
couple, the pastor told him to go ahead and do the baptizing.

“But;” he said to me, “they don’t want to join the church”
So he asked, “What would you do? Would you baptize them?”

“No. Iwouldnt I replied. “It’s interesting that I'm saying this to
you,” I added, “because there was a time in my experience when
I probably would have. But since then, I've grown to understand
that baptism is the point in our lives when we feel ready to connect
to others who have also sensed that they died with Christ at His
cross and want to become a functioning part of His Church.”
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So I took my nephew through some of the great chapters in
Scripture. For example, we looked at Acts 19, where Paul came to
the disciples in Ephesus “and asked them, ‘Did you receive the Holy
Spirit when you believed? They answered, ‘No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit! So Paul asked, “Then what baptism
did you receive? ‘John’s baptism, they replied”” Verses 2, 3.

Paul knew that at baptism, they should have received the Holy
Spirit, which is an anointing for ministry within a functioning
spiritual body. So he went ahead and rebaptized them. He laid
hands on them—and they were commissioned for ministry. Gifts
fell upon them. They were activated for service.

So I said to my nephew, “If you baptize people, and they’re not
becoming a part of the spiritual body, they’re going to sit in the
pews. They're going to die. They’ll wither up. They won'’t be active
in ministry.

No one person has ministry—the whole body is in ministry.
The hand can'’t say, “I'm in ministry” But the hand can say, “I'm
part of a body that’s in ministry to the glory of God” It’s the body
of Christ. I encourage you to read 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul
makes an excellent comparison between the diversity of spiritual
gifts in the body of Christ and the functioning of individual
members of a physical human body working together as a whole.

I took him through all this, yet he hadn’t told me—and this was
Friday night—that he was planning to baptize them the next day.
I wish he'd told me that, but he never mentioned this little fact.

Anyway, he went to this couple the next morning and told them
he wouldn’t baptize them until he'd had further study with them.
And on the following Tuesday night, when they’d gone through
the study, they said, “Well, why would we not want to be a part of
the spiritual body?” So they joined the body at the time of their
baptism. It was a beautiful experience, and my nephew too grew
a great deal through it.

Baptism is the time when you seek entrance into the body
of Christ, but the transition from the established fact into the
ongoing process happens the moment you enter into belief.
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But remember, you really can’t grow alone. You can’'t become
more loving alone. That’s why God brings us into the body, because
our preparation for ministry involves growth as a functioning part
of abody. And as we learn to need one another and appreciate the
uniqueness and the different gifts in one another, we grow in our
usefulness to God.

God is very wise in these matters. So in a sense, true growth
happens once we become an effective part of the body. But the
Spirit, of course, has been at work in our lives leading us to
belief—and even as we enter into belief.

Nonetheless, something solid begins to happen the moment we
take a stand, and we declare it and come into the body of Christ—
and the Spirit anoints us. That’s when real growth, from my
experience, takes place in people’s lives. I've seen people muddle
along for years and finally take a stand, and then overnight they’re
unleashed. It’s exciting.

C l'lapter Review

1. What enables you to have peace while at the same time
being open, honest and truthful with God?

2. What does it mean to “put on Christ”?

3. Biblically, how does a person join the spiritual body of
Christ? 1 Corinthians 12

4. What will be the result of biblical baptism? Acts 19
5. When does the ongoing process of salvation begin?

6. How does this interrelate with the time of our baptism?
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7. How does God grow us in our usefulness to Him in
ministry?

THOUGHT QUESTIONS

Have you experienced an anointing of the Spirit for ministry?

Are you truly connected to the body of Christ?
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

A Radical
Inner C}lange

C ; hat we have through the death of Jesus is an established
fact. It's ours—and we did nothing to earn it. It has been given
to us as an absolute free gift. So many incredible blessings are
ours through the death of Jesus: forgiveness, justification,
reconciliation, the stripping of our enemy of all his power (we
only have to mention the name of Jesus, and the devil flees from
us!), and our redemption.

All of these things and more are ours. We can claim all of these
benefits.

But the word salvation is always tied together with reception
of the life of Christ, because salvation is dynamic. As we’ve noted
already many times—it is both an established fact and an ongoing
process.

I'm going to say it again—the life of Christ is given only to those
of us who, by faith, take hold of God’s love gift to them in the
sacrificial offering of His Son.

As we take hold of that by faith, God promises to abide in us!
You can believe that. You can go and act like a person who has
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God in you. But I want to warn you: It’s dangerous to let God be
in you. It’s much safer to look at Him on the cross and say, “Yes,
He must have loved me. Look what He’s done”

But if youre going to let Him live in you, that’s an intimate
thing. Because the presence of the living God in you challenges
your thinking, your feelings, your actions, your attitudes. Nothing
is left untouched when you let the living God live in you.

So I say to people, “Count the cost before you let God live in
you, because He will not leave you as He found you”

He will refine, He will restore, He will replace, He will change.
He will sculpt you. He will mold you. He’ll even permit trials and
tribulations to come into your life just to get you to the point
where He can fully reveal Himself in you. That’s how gracious He
is—and you’'ll kick and scream! At least you will if you're anything
like me. Two times in my life I've actually had to say to God, “Back
off, please! I can’t handle this stress anymore. You promised that
You wouldn’t allow us to be tempted more than we can endure,
and I'm putting You on notice right now that I cannot endure, not
even another hour. You have to reduce this pressure on me if You
wish to have me as a loving and obedient son.”

I put God on serious notice, because I said, “I'm in danger. I just
can’t handle it anymore”

GIVING GOD PERMISSION

There are limits, apparently, that all of us have. I have a high
pain threshold myself, so to reach a point where I actually said to
God, “I can’t stand it!” meant I was at an incredibly high level of
pain.

And God is so gracious, as He promised He would be.

No temptation has seized you except what is common
to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he
will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under
it. 1 Corinthians 10:13.
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He backed off and turned the fire down, and things settled
down. I was able to get my breath again and go on.

“Thank You for doing this for me;’ I told God. “It’s not that I'm
doubting or anything—I just couldn’t handle this stress any longer”

God’s very gracious like that. He’s very understanding, but I
gave Him permission to do whatever was necessary to round off
the rough edges in my life.

At that time, He actually said to me, “Are you sure you know
what you're doing, giving Me this kind of permission?”

“Yes!”Iresponded. “Ireallywant thoserough edgestoberounded
off. I want the areas of weakness in my life to be eradicated”

He said, “Ohhhh-kay”

And He turned up the heat. I mean, I felt as if I were being
singed. I could feel the flames devouring me. Finally, I just said,
“Stop it, please!”

“Well He said, “you’re the one who gave Me permission.”
“I know, I replied, “but I'm withdrawing it for the moment”

Now I'm getting back to a point again where I'm starting to give
Him more and more permission. But He’s so good, He'll give you
a breather if you want and need it—a time when you can just get
your breath and reevaluate and move forward.

I have found God very understanding in these matters, but it’s
arisk to let Him in.

I pray a “crisis prayer” on behalf of others quite frequently, but I
say to God, “Look, I'd like You to really bring crisis into the life of
this person, but I'm going to trust You with the level of the crisis,
because You know what they need better than I do. All I know
is that they’re not really rejoicing in You and Your grace at the
moment, and I'd like to see that”

I've even given God permission to bring crisis into the lives
of all my children, for example, just so they could deepen their
relationship with Him and that He could strengthen His hold on
them.
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One of my children actually called me up one day and begged
me to stop praying. I said, “OK, I'll give it a break”

But God was gracious. He brought crisis into the lives of all my
children, and little by little, 've seen Him strengthening His hold
on them. And if ever I reach a point of concern with one of them,
I pray that prayer again.

God is much more interested in the growth of our children
than we are, because He wants the privilege of having them with
Him throughout eternity. And He knows, much better than we
do, what it means to live in the presence of a holy God.

Wasn't it the sons of Aaron who, while serving in the temple as
priests, didn’t use the proper kind of incense and fire in coming
before God? And they were consumed immediately!

Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire
in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized
fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. So fire came
out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and
they died before the Lord. Leviticus 10:1, 2.

And Uzzah, with the best of intentions, rushed over to hold the
ark as it was falling off a cart—and was destroyed instantly.

They set the ark of God on a new cart and brought it
from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah
and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were guiding the new cart with
the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it.
David and the whole house of Israel were celebrating with
all their might before the Lord, with songs and with harps,
lyres, tambourines, sistrums and cymbals. When they came
to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and
took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled.
The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his
irreverent act; therefore God struck him down and he died
there beside the ark of God. 2 Samuel 6:3-7.

You can’t touch holiness with unholy hands! God was trying to
teach His people this. Look what happened at Mount Sinai. God
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gavestrictinstructionswhen Moseswasup onthemountain: “Wash
your garments. Prepare your lives. You're going to be standing in
the presence of the holy God. Don’t touch the mountain! Don’t
even let your animals go onto the mountain. It’s holy ground! On
the mountain is the presence of God” I recommend you read the
entire story in Exodus 19.

And we are going to be living in the presence of God. Yet most
of us—if you're anything like me—are too casual about standing
in the presence of God.

Finally, it hit me one day—God is not planning to take the seed
of sin and rebellion back into His kingdom, and if it’s in me, I'm
not going to be there. And that wouldn’t be because He doesn’t
love me. It would be an evidence that I refused Him permission
to root sin and selfishness out of me, because of how painful that
is.

And vyes, it is painful, because we've lived with it our whole
lives. That seed of rebellion is in us from birth, and God wants
permission to root it out. He won'’t force you, but He will use
circumstances to help make it happen. And any pain that brings
will only be because He loves you enough that He does not want
to spend eternity without you!

God is fully intelligent when it comes to salvation. He knows
what it cost Him personally to atone for sin. And He also knows
that anyone who embraces the sacrifice of Jesus is actually giving
God permission now to make them fit to live with Him.

You've got your ticket to eternity with God, but now He wants
to give you the fitness to enjoy what that ticket represents—the
privilege of living in the presence of God.

It’s a wonderful experience to be under grace every day of your
life. You have the presence of the Holy Spirit living within you.
You are able to claim all the blessings of what Christ has done for
you—and what He now wants to do iz you, through His Spirit.

And it’s a wonderful experience to make the public faith
statement of baptism. Baptism is the believer’s way of saying to
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God, “I truly believe that the death of Jesus was actually my death
to sin taking place in Him. I'm prepared to accept that it was my
sin, not His, that killed Him. It was my death that He died, and
I'm so grateful, God, that You allowed Him to bear that instead
of me”

And by the way, baptism is to be renewed every day. How?
Through the daily anointing of the Holy Spirit. That is actually
a rebaptism every day, because Jesus taught us from His own
example that baptism was always intended to be by water and the
Spirit. You only need to go into the water once, but you need the
anointing of the Spirit every day of your life, which is confirmation
of the fact that you have died with Christ and been resurrected
with Him. This is actually a form of rebaptism every day.

OUTRAGEOUS CLAIMS

And according to Paul, you are now in a position—and these
are daily things now—to make some seemingly outrageous claims
on God, and they’re all by faith.

Let’s look now at Romans 6:6-11:

For we know that our old self was crucified with him
so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has
died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ,
we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again;
death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died,
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to
God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive
to God in Christ Jesus.

This is such a significant passage. What we read here is now
to become a part of your daily experience. You've come to the
cross. You have confessed your belief in the death of Jesus. You
have claimed the privilege of being justified—declared righteous,
forgiven, reconciled—all those beautiful benefits that God has
given you through the death of Jesus.



A Radical Inner Change 135

Now—and make sure you’re reading and understanding this
passage clearly—go back and look again at verse 8: “Now if we
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”

It’s the reception of the Holy Spirit into our lives that makes this
possible. So now you can claim verse 11 for yourself every day:
“Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

FAITH AND FEELINGS

This is the faith step you take after you've been to the cross
and you've thanked God for how generous He’s been through the
death of Jesus. You are now privileged—and notice now that this is
where Paul himself goes here—to count yourself to be dead to sin.
It has nothing to do with how you’re feeling. You may actually be
feeling seriously tempted. You may actually feel something within
you being drawn out after sin. This isn't feelings—it’s a faith step.
You consider yourself to be dead to sin.

I certainly thank God for this myself. Having looked at the
death of Jesus and praised God for that, I then take this step and
say, “Thank You, God, because today I consider myself to be dead
to sin—and I also consider myself to be alive to God. 'm Your
child today. And as I leave home, what do I need? What do I need
to be able to function as Your child?”

“Dead to sin but alive to God,” what am I going to need for this
new day? I am going to need the Holy Spirit. And even though
God has moved upon me, I like to reinforce this with God every
day—that as a child of God who's no longer a slave to sin but now
instead a child of the heavenly God, I need the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit in order to function and live through another day.

I'd like to encourage you now to think of a Bible promise—or
promises—that you could lay hold of to make sure that you're
giving God permission for His Spirit to come into your mind at
this moment. Because you're a child of God, you wouldn’t dare
leave home without the Spirit of the living God in your mind.
And don't restrict yourself to the book of Romans, even though
that’s where we’ve been focusing.
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For example, when I've asked my seminar students to find such
a Bible promise, here are some of the ones they have found:

» John 14:16, NASB: “I will ask the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that He may be with you forever” And that
Helper, of course, is the Holy Spirit.

» Psalm 51:10, KJV: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me”

» Ezekiel 11:19: “I will give them an undivided heart and put
a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone
and give them a heart of flesh”

» Philippians 2:5, KJV: “Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus.” Of course, this is another way of asking for
the Spirit, because the Spirit is the One who brings Christ into
us.

As you think about this, you'll find your own promises of the
Holy Spirit. And it’s wonderful to get into the habit of claiming
such promises each new day.

Remember the story of Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus?
“In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless he is born again.” John 3:3.

This certainly confirms a great truth we’ve noticed continually
throughout these pages—that salvation is both an established fact
and an ongoing process. For if salvation was just an established
fact through the death of Jesus, and it all stopped there—an idea
which much of Christianity buys into—youd be forgiven, you'd
be justified, you'd be reconciled, you'd have all those blessings,
but you'd still be a slave to sin!

Jesus died—He became sin for us—in order that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him. And that’s the “born again”
experience. This incredible verse in John is telling us that in order
to be in God’s kingdom, we need to have guilt lifted from us PLUS
give God the privilege now of remaking us, because salvation is a
dynamic process in our lives.

By the way, included in the Good News is the assurance that if
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youre cut off before you reach the fullness of maturity, you will
have the privilege of continuing to grow in the kingdom. The thief
on the cross—how much of the “ongoing process” did he have
time to experience? He didn’t have a chance for that, but it didn’t
deprive him of what the death of Jesus guaranteed him. Had he
lived on, he would have been given the Spirit and grown up in
many ways into Christ. This is so important to know and realize
and believe.

You can trust God with the ending of your life, you know. Youdon't
ever have to live in fear of that, because in Christ you are perfect at
each step of the way—"“because by one sacrifice he has made perfect
forever those who are being made holy” Hebrews 10:14—just as the
flower that’s opening up is perfect at each step. The reason this is
true is because your perfection is in Him, not in you.

Now let me share something very important. When you receive
the Spirit of God, He comes into your mind. This is the only part
of the human body with which the Holy Spirit communicates
directly.

Otherwise, you'd be into the “holy flesh” doctrine, believing
that the Spirit can come into other parts of your body. It’s a very
strange doctrine, as it’s the mind that is renewed: “Do not conform
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will” Romans
12:2.

Here’s another beautiful statement from Ellen White in her
article “Genuine Conversion,” from the Review and Herald, July
7, 1904:

The leaven of truth [a reference to the Spirit] works
secretly, silently, steadily, to transform the soul. The natural
inclinations are softened and subdued. New thoughts, new
feelings, new motives, are implanted.

There is a lot of confusion over what we get “new”” But here it
is clearly spelled out. When we enter into our new life in Jesus,
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we receive a new mind. The new life is then lived according to
that new mind. The one thing God cannot give us instantly is
character. As we act upon the new thoughts, the new feelings, and
the new motives, Christ’s character is formed within us. That’s the
meaning of being born again. It’s your mind being transformed.

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus”
Philippians 2:5, KJV.

“Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what God’s will is” Romans 12:2.

It took me years to recognize that with a new mind, the will of
God is now inside me!

And when that is true, I no longer have to struggle to do God’s
will. I will do His will—not because I have to—but because now,
Christ in me wants to!

C}lapter Review

1. In what way is salvation dynamic?
2. Why might it be “dangerous” to ask God to live in you?
3. What is a “crisis prayer”?

4. What does God want your permission to do so that you
may spend eternity with Him?

5. What is baptism by the Spirit? How does that differ from
baptism by water?

6. What outrageous claim can you make when you come to
the cross, embracing the death of Jesus as your own death
to sin? Romans 6:6-11
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7. What is your one great need if you are to live and function
as a child of God? What do you receive “new” when God
supplies this need? What happens when you are “born
again”?

8. How and when does character transformation occur?

THOUGHT QUESTIONS

Have you experienced the “cost” of inviting God to live in you?
What radical changes has He made in you?

Are you still a slave to sin? What new hope for victory have you
discovered in this chapter? Have you found a specific promise to
claim?
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

The Mind of Christ

The mind of Christ in you brings the will of God into your mind.
Ellen White said it so beautifully in 7he Desire of Ages, page 668:

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart
work with Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify
Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts
and minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying
Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses.

It’s one of the highest privileges of a human being in sinful
flesh—probably the highest—to receive the mind of Christ! This
is God incarnate in you, but when He comes in, He doesn’t do
everything for you. He doesn’t take every little step that you need
to take.

What He does do is to change the most important part of your
being, which up until then has been enslaved by sin. You weren’t
even capable, really, of doing anything differently, because your
mind was in control. But now that mind has received new thoughts
and new feelings.

I've known people who have really had difficulty in having
new feelings toward somebody—to the point they couldn’t even
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forgive. But with the mind of Christ in you, you will actually feel
differently, no matter what anybody has done to you.

We've talked earlier about baptism. Let me say that there’s
nothing miraculous about baptism.

“But as many as received him,” John wrote, “to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name”” John 1:12, KJV.

Not to “as many as were baptized,” but to as many as believed and
received. You don’t enter into belief at baptism—belief precedes
baptism. But by the time you've reached the point of baptism,
you are ready now to act upon your belief and connect yourself
with the spiritual body of Christ. And you are prepared to declare
your belief publicly and are now willing to be put to work and to
function in the capacity God has ordained for you.

And you’ll never know that special capacity or area unless
you tie into the spiritual body. Then you’ll know. At baptism, we
publicly demonstrate our conviction. That’s when we do it. But
it’s a conviction that could have been in us for some time.

So I'm not limiting the significance of baptism. Not at all. But
the understanding and the belief factor will already have been
present. You're just acting upon it at baptism, that’s all. It’s already
a reality in your life. But don’t underestimate what happens when
you connect yourself with the body. That’s when growth really
starts to take place within believers.

So when you enter into this new life of being indwelt by the
Spirit, what are you getting that’s new?
New thoughts, new feelings, and new motives.

Now let me share here a statement that is perhaps the most

profound thing I've ever read about the meaning of the new
birth.

“A new standard of character is set up,—the life of Christ” Ellen
White, “Genuine Conversion,” Review and Herald, July 7, 1904.

When you receive the mind of Christ, you are now measured
by the life of Christ. There’s a new measure—a new standard—in



The Mind of Christ ¢ 143

your life. You have now become subject to the law of love. It’s
in you. That’s why these things don’t apply to people who are
not yet born again. That’s why in Scripture, by the way, the term
wicked applies to people who claim to be born again, but don’t
show the fruit of it. In the New Testament the term wicked is
never used of the heathen. At the human level it’s only ever used
of professed believers who do not really have a living connection
with Christ.

The apostle Paul, for example, applied the term wicked to “so-
called” brothers in the church who were openly immoral:

I have written you in my letter not to associate with
sexually immoral people—not at all meaning the people of
this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers,
or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world.
But now I am writing you that you must not associate with
anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral
or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a
swindler. With such a man do not even eat. What business
is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not
to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. “Expel
the wicked man from among you.” 1 Corinthians 5:9-13.

Jesus, on the other hand, used the term to describe those in the
religious system who looked good on the outside but were corrupt
inside. “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Now then, you Pharisees clean
the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed
and wickedness.” Luke 11:39. Jesus also described the fate of the
wicked. “This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them
into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth” Matthew 13:49, 50.

But there’s a new standard set up in your life when you receive
the mind of Christ. And notice what then happens:

“The mind is changed,” Ellen White continues in her article,
“Genuine Conversion.”
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If you're anything like me, you need to have that change in your
mind every single day. Because if I have one day without inviting
God into my mind by faith, I find myself reverting back to my old
natural thinking processes. Do you find the same thing true for
you? And before long I could be totally back into my own ways of
thinking and doing.

CARNAL AND SPIRITUAL

There’s a fine line between being carnal and being spiritual.
Whena carnal personsurrenders to Jesus Christand acknowledges
his or her hopelessness and helplessness to change, then in one
moment of time, God graciously infuses Himself into the human
mind, and we have again a miracle on earth. We have a spiritual
person in a fleshly body—a great miracle.

Everything hinges on the mind, because in the mind is located
the will. And everything, I mean everything, hinges from now on,
on the right action of the will. We're getting now into the real
“practics” of what happens when you're born again.

So God is not indwelling you and saying, “OK, I'm now going to
cause you to do this and this. You'll be like a little puppet” Not at
all. God is renewing the control center of your whole being. And
as He comes into your mind, you will be empowered with new
thoughts. You'll have new feelings. You'll be able to forgive the
most unforgivable.

On one occasion I saw the most unforgivable forgiven, when a
man stood up in a seminar. He said, “I can’t hide it any longer”

“What?” I asked.

“I have to make a statement,” he replied. “I'm under intense
conviction, and I want to announce something to all of you—and
to you, Pastor. I know that at the moment I make this statement
you will have to call the police, and I'll probably spend the next
twenty years in prison. But I can'’t live with myself any longer. I
have to have this new mind. I'm not at peace”

A truly dramatic moment—and right in the middle of a seminar.
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So this man stood up publicly and confessed that he had been
sexually abusing the daughter of a couple who were sitting in the
seminar. Now, I nearly fell off the planet. It’s probably the single
most dramatic moment I've seen in a seminar. And he confessed
it with weeping and with tears. I've forgotten how old the girl
was—perhaps 12 or 13.

“And I'm sorry to announce;’ he continued—and then he
identified the couple in the seminar—“it’s your daughter”

The parents were thrown into the mostincredible consternation.
I kept quiet. God told me to zip it up, “Say nothing”

“I consider;” he went on—and I can still hear his words now,
“I consider myself to be the most wretched, miserable specimen
of humanity. It wouldnt surprise me if you could never bring
yourselves to forgive me. I would understand. I know I'm going to
be punished. By law, you will have to call the police”

“Yes,” I agreed. “We will”

“I just can'’t live with this another day,” he continued. “I'm not
looking to excuse myself. I came from an abused family myself,
but that’s no excuse. There’s no blame on this girl. I assume the
full responsibility here”

Then, turning to the parents, he asked, “Could you find it in
your hearts to forgive me?”

And of course, everyone was holding their breath and looking
at this couple who were clinging to each other. They got up out
of their seats—this husband and wife—and came forward. I don’t
think I've seen a greater demonstration of love and forgiveness,
and I actually said to myself at the time, “Could I have done what
they did?” I have a daughter, too, you know. Could I have done
what they did?

The parents came and knelt down with this man and put their
arms around his neck and forgave him! There was much weeping
and repentance and a whole lot of forgiveness flowing at that
particular moment.

The man was converted through this experience. He’s still
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in prison but is apparently an incredible witness there, from
what I'm hearing about him. He was actually converted in that
dramatic seminar moment, because two people had the grace of
God in them to forgive what most of us would consider to be the
unforgivable.

Later, I asked the parents, “How could you do that?

“We have been forgiven so much by God,” they answered. “How

could we hold back forgiveness from him? And now;” they added,
“we have to deal with our daughter’s rehabilitation”

So I said to them, “I want to make a prophecy here—that
because of the attitude of you two, your daughter is going to be
totally healed of this. She’s going to put this behind her, deal with
it, and have a normal life. That’s my prediction, because she will
see in her own parents the kind of love and forgiveness that will
melt her own heart”

And sure enough, I met this girl again recently. I mean, she was
praising God! A beautiful girl. You'd be proud to introduce her to
your son, you know?

And I said to myself, “Wow!”

I looked at this girl and could see her wholesomeness and
vitality. And she stood up and gave a testimony in a meeting [ was
conducting. It just about brought tears to everybody’s eyes, as she
told how, seeing in her own parents such love and forgiveness, she
was enabled to embrace the love and forgiveness of God herself.
Of course, she had made some mistakes herself, and she accepted
that.

And again, I thought, “Wow!”

Maybe it’s our own attitudes that at times rob kids of healing
and the courage to go forward, despite terrible things that can
happen in their lives. If you are a parent, I dont know how you
were (or are) in rearing your children. I was so paranoid that not
one of my children spent a night away from home the whole time
they were growing up. I mean, not even one night!

So, my heart was bleeding for this couple. Yet out of it has come



The Mind of Christ ¢ 147

the most profound healing. And what was this gentle, humble
couple demonstrating? The mind of Christ.

“Oh;’ they said, “yes, we're grieving, and we’re hurting badly for
the damage that’s been done to our daughter, but that doesn’t give
us the privilege of condemning this man”

And there, I actually saw in action the mind of Christ. I thought
too of Jesus, when Mary Magdalene came to Him—and of how
gracious He was to her. He even let her wash His feet and dry them
with her hair. How forgiving and enabling that must have been to
her—to know that Jesus was not treating her as some prostitute
or woman of ill repute! Instead, He demonstrated the fact that
she could even minister to Him. Jesus teaches us so much about
forgiveness, doesn’t He? He let even the greatest sinners minister
to Him, because His heart of love was drawing them.

Once you put on the mind of Christ, you realize how far
from Him most of us have fallen. Because we just don’t offer
unconditional forgiveness to some types of sin today. We don’t
do it.

I was preaching a sermon at a large camp meeting in the South
Pacific where about 5,000 people were sitting in a big tent. In one
area of the tent, a young man was sitting. An area around him
about twenty feet in any direction was vacant, because the word
had gone out that he had AIDS. This was in the early days of AIDS
when there was a lot of confusion about what really caused AIDS.
And here’s this kid—he couldn’t have been more than 21—sitting
there with a big empty circle around him.

I was preaching on the parable of the prodigal son, found in
Luke 15:11-32, so God said to me, “OK, you’ve got an opportunity
here”

So I left the pulpit, walked down into the tent, sat next to this
young man, put my arm around him, and had a prayer with him.
I think that did more than all the sermonizing I could have done.
They still talk about it.

And I said to the people, “You know, I was compelled to do
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this, because God has forgiven me so much. How can I now sit
in judgment on a young man whom I know nothing about—
knowing nothing of the factors and forces that may have led him
to this point? All I know is that he needs the grace of God at this
moment.”

And then I asked, “Is it possible that some of us have become
the older brother?”

It was a marvelous illustration God gave me—especially as I
was preaching on the prodigal son.

“Are some of us here the older brother today?” I asked. “Are
we offended because a young man is finding grace, despite the
waywardness of his life? Why would we be offended by that? We
should be rejoicing!” The older brother in the parable was offended
because the father was putting on a feast for his younger brother.
It offended him! He didn’t think his brother deserved a feast!

GREAT SIN—GREAT GRACE

And those beautiful words of Scripture came through to me:
“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But where
sin abounded, grace abounded much more” Romans 5:20, NKJV.
You'll never see greater grace than where there is greater sin.

So again now, what are you receiving when you receive the new
life in Jesus? His mind in you! New thoughts, new feelings, new
motives. The mind is changed, but—and here’s the interesting part
of the statement we’ve been looking at—“The faculties are aroused
to action in new lines.” Ellen White, “Genuine Conversion.” That’s
speaking of the faculties of the mind.

Consider again what I have that’s new: “new thoughts, new
feelings, new motives.” In other words, that’s the change that has
come into my mind. But the faculties of my mind are also aroused
to action in new lines.

What are the faculties of our minds?

Reason, the will, all the senses, choice (that’s the will), emotions,
appetite, sexual fulfillment—all of these things are faculties of our
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minds. Every part of our being is controlled through the various
faculties in our minds.

Now notice what Ellen White is not saying. She’s not saying
that the faculties are changed. She’s saying they are “aroused to
action in new lines”

This is very important to notice. For example, I mentioned
sexual fulfillment—sexual desire—as a faculty of the mind. And
I know young men who’ve come to me, saying, “I have this desire
that arises within me”

And I say, “Well, praise God, that’s the way He made you. You
should be worried if you weren't feeling it, but what you do with
it will determine whether you glorify God or spend your life just
seeking self-fulfillment”

So when we receive the mind of Christ, that faculty is now
aroused toactionin newlines. And what’s going to make it possible
for that particular faculty to act now in a new and different way?

Having the mind of Christ, which means that now, I'm going to
be looking at each faculty of my mind—whether it be appetite,
reason, will, sexuality—differently than before.  mentioned earlier
that when, for the first time I looked at a young lady without
lusting, I thought, “What an original thought that is!”

Because, bear in mind, I came out of the world. I wasn’t raised
in a church. And that’s the way we looked at girls. But here was
a new thought. It wasn’t until years later that I realized that this
thought had come from the Spirit of God—that there is indeed
another way of looking at girls.

For each one of these faculties, we've been operating with a
certain set of guidelines in our mind, but as the Spirit of God
comes into our mind, we start thinking of how they could be used
differently to the glory of God.

So, those thoughts were not with me previously, but they’re
now with me, because God has come into my human mind and
given me a new way of looking at something that had potential for
good but had been used for evil.
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Think of the implications of this concept in working with young
people. We could go around saying to them, “That’s wrong, and
you shouldn’t be doing this, and you shouldn't be doing that”
But perhaps instead we should be targeting the mind, to lead our
youth to have the mind of Christ so they can see all the attributes
of their being as something with potential to glorify God.

So with the mind of Christ in us, this is what’s new. This is what
is now possible. New thoughts and ideas are in your mind, and it’s
this new mind that’s going to make carrying them out possible.
And what will the result be?

THE MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION

Listen to the end of our statement: “Man is not endowed with
new faculties..”

Did you see that? Unlike what most people think, “Man is not
endowed with new faculties, but the faculties he has are sanctified”
Ellen White, “Genuine Conversion.”

This is the meaning of sanctification. It takes place in the
faculties of the human mind. The faculties are sanctified. Not
renewed—sanctified.

And what you now need to do is to start acting upon that new
thought, that new feeling, that new motive—to act upon it. And
as you do, it will open the way for the Holy Spirit to strengthen
within you the desire to remain inside those new lines instead of
the old lines.

HABIT FORMATION

But what we have failed to recognize, I think, for a long time, is
habit formation. Some people, for example, have never established
the habit of coming to the cross.

So here now is the Holy Spirit prompting me. Maybe it’s
concerning how I use my eyes. And the Spirit is prompting me
now to act in new lines. If I make the choice to yield to that and to
act upon it, I will be strengthened then to make the same choice
the next time.
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But the next time that I'm tempted to use my eyes in the old
way, what must I do again? [ need to come back into belief again. I
need to acknowledge my inability to change myself. I need to ask
God for the mind of Christ.

A woman came up to me recently in the middle of a seminar
I was giving. Speaking for herself and her husband, she asked,
“Could we have lunch with you today?”

“Sure” I said. I'd known this couple for several years. So the
three of us were sitting outside in the sunshine, and she said to
me, “I can’t forgive my husband. I don’t want to go into detail of
what it is, but I just can’t bring myself to forgive him. I hate myself
for this, but I will not forgive him. I can’t do it”

He was sitting there, listening to this. So I said to her, “Well,
would you like to forgive him in the next two minutes?”

“It’s not in me!” she assured me.

“That wasn’t my question,” I told her. “I asked you whether you
would like to forgive him in the next two minutes”

She looked at me and asked, “Do you think I could?”

“You're still not answering my question,” I persisted. “Would
you like to forgive him in the next two minutes?”

“Well, yes!” she replied.

“Thank you!” I said, “OK, repeat after me the prayer that I'm
about to pray”

So we bowed our heads together. We were sitting at this table
outside the church, and I said to her, “I'm going to pray as you,
and [ want you to pray every word I pray”

“God, I'm a mess. I profess to be a Christian, and I can’t even
forgive. I'm just so hopeless. I'm helpless! I can’t change myself.
I've tried! But I do believe today, by faith, that in Your sight I
am justified. You are not looking at me as a big sinner. You are
looking at me as a big saint, because all my sin has fallen on
Jesus”

She repeated every word.
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“And I just want to praise You for being so generous to me. And
now, create in me a clean heart. I give you permission at this very
moment to come into my mind through the Holy Spirit—to bring
the mind of Christ into me. And I promise You that whatever
thought comes into my mind after this, I will act upon it”

She hesitated on that, so I repeated it.

“Whatever thought comes into my mind when we’ve stopped
praying, I will act upon it”

And she finally said it.
So I ended with, “Thank You. Amen”

She opened her eyes. She looked at her husband, and the woman
who'd come to church unable to forgive her husband—well, I'm
sure you know what happened! She reached out, and she just put
her arms around his neck.

“Honey,” she said to him, “how could I have been so stupid?
Please forgive me.” And she added, “I forgive you”

And then they said to me, “Look, do you mind if we go off on
our own?” The two of them walked away hand in hand. They
came back an hour later and were as happy as two people could
be.

She came up to me and said, “That was incredible!”

“No, I'said, “that was God! You did the one thing that Christians
frequently forget to do. They spend their time complaining that
they can’t act, and they punish themselves, and beat themselves
up. It’s far better to move into belief, come back to the cross, praise
God for what you've got in Jesus Christ, and give God permission
to come into your mind!”

She had so much forgiveness flooding out of her that she kept
asking her husband to forgive her.

“I thought you were supposed to forgive him!” I said.

“No,” she replied, “my attitude’s been so bad—he needs to
forgive me!”

She totally turned around. I said, “That’s the mind of Christ.
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He doesn'’t seek to justify Himself. He simply seeks reconciliation
and unification and forgiveness and for love to come in”

SURRENDER—NOT STRUGGLE

Why do we struggle, when we ought to be surrendering? Why
don’t we simply surrender and invite Christ’s mind to come into
us? We'd have all His love, His joy, His peace, His forgiveness—all
this would be ours.

We don’t do it for one simple reason—and notice this carefully—
we don’t do it, because we have not established the habit of doing
it.

Most of us—when we’re under pressure, when we’re
stretched, when we’re tempted, when we’re facing situations
beyond the capacity of our regular human natures (especially
if we’'ve moved into the spiritual realm)—most of us don’t
think of submitting our mind to Christ, to be renewed and
to have His mind. We don’t think of coming back to the cross
and renewing our belief and confidence in what He’s given us
through His death.

We don’t do these things for the simple reason that we have
never established the habit of doing them. We would much
rather kick and scream and yell and hold our old attitudes until
they nearly kill us. Then, in desperation, we come seeking some
help. We do not establish the habit of putting on Christ, so that
divinity, blended with humanity, puts us now in possession of
new thoughts!

That was a new thought to this wife! She almost seemed to hate
her husband. Yet suddenly—and I was fascinated...it took about
ten seconds after we opened our eyes—she looked at him, and I
saw it on her face.

“Ahh-haa,” I thought. “God’s done what God does! He’s given
her a new thought! She loves her husband. She should forgive
him! There’s a new thought”

Then God gave her the new thought that maybe she should ask
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for forgiveness. That was the last thing on her mind. It was a new
thought! Because she surrendered her will to God and gave Him
permission to transform her mind, God’s ideas came through.

How many difficulties in churches could be resolved just so
quickly! I had two women in a seminar in the Midwest who got
into a fight in the middle of the seminar and started pulling each
other’s hair! I just stood there in absolute amazement watching
this hair-raising experience.

So I dismissed the seminar. “You may as well all go outside,” I
said. “There’s no grace in here, you know?”

I sat down with these two women. “You know, let’s ...”

“I'm not going to talk!” one of the two interrupted. “I'm not
going to forgive her! Da-da-da-da-da!”

But the other woman said, “Yes, please share with me. I'm not
happy with what I'm doing”

So one woman surrendered her mind, and she looked at
the other woman and said, “You know, I'm sorry we've had
this misunderstanding, and for my share in it. I seek your
forgiveness”

The other woman looked at her. I'll never forget the moment.
The other woman looked at her and said, “I will never forgive you
as long as I live”

And I said to myself, “OK, the sheep and the goats. Both in sin.
But one was willing and confessed and repented. The other woman
piously and self-righteously refused to let go of her hatred”

I'll never forget those words, “I will never forgive you”

As it happened, we were holding the seminar in the home of the
woman who said that. So I said to her, “This is our last seminar
here, because I can’t afford to be running seminars in a house
where you will never forgive. You could have the mind of Christ
that she has received and be as forgiving as that woman is”

But she couldn’t do it. Very sad—but there are many like that.
Many.
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Victory is in surrender, not in fighting.

And surrender brings what we most need: the mind of Christ.

C}lapter Review

1. What will happen when you receive the mind of Christ?
2. What is the significance of baptism?

3. How and when do you become subject to God’s law of
love?

4. In the scriptures, what does the term wicked mean?

5. How does God accomplish your transformation from
being carnal to being spiritual? What then happens to you
— do you become His little puppet?

6. How can you be used by God in His ministry of healing
both the wounded and the perpetrators of the most
horrible sins?

7. What does sanctification mean?

8. How quickly and easily should you be able to put aside
differences with others, especially with other Christians?

9. Describe the practical aspects of habit formation.
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THOUGHT QUESTION

Do you find yourself often falling back into your old ways of
thinking and feeling and doing? What have you learned in this
chapter that can help you avoid this and experience victory
beginning today?

APPLICATION

Ask God to show you a situation where it would be a great
blessing to have a faculty of your mind aroused to action in new
lines. Determine to act upon the conviction of the Holy Spirit in
this matter.



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

New Spiritual Habits

Once we are in belief, we can give God permission to come
into our minds—to give us His mind—and then God does what
He’s so good at doing. He can turn our thinking around in an
instant.

It’s when we persist in our own determined way, in our own
strength, and with our own ideas—when we refuse to give God
access to our minds—that we hurt ourselves the most. And it
does make it more challenging for God to penetrate the walls we
build around ourselves.

The Spirit’s withdrawal from people is a very gradual thing, but
we are actually the ones who lose the capacity to keep hearing
the Spirit. We need to be objective in measuring ourselves by
the Word, because certain things, we don’t need to debate, as to
whether they are right or wrong. They are clearly addressed in the
Word. I run into more and more people who are looking for a way
around God’s Word. They don’t want to do what God says is most
pleasing to Him.

Alright, something significant is about to emerge here. Two
things are going to happen to you, if you get your new spiritual
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habits in place. The first thing is that youre going to lose the
desire for—the attraction of—the old ways. And one day you’re
going to wake up and say, “It just struck me—that doesn’t appeal
to me anymore”

It will be so quiet and subconscious that you’ll wonder when
on earth it happened that you no longer have an appetite for that
particular habit. But, it’s gone from you.

The second thing that will happen is, you will begin to develop
a love that will motivate you to do by nature the things that the
new habit has now formed within you. In other words, you've
cultivated a different response to the stimulus that previously
triggered something within you. Now you have trained yourself,
by the grace of God within you, to have a different response to
that same trigger. All things become new.

BRAIN PATHWAYS

And the reason this is a challenge for us is that in the brain are
these little pathways. This is physiological. We know this. These
boutons are set up in our brains, and the consistent development
of wrong habits in our lives establishes actual patterns in our brain
pathways. And when we are born again, they are not changed. So
you can have a new mind with these old pathways still in there.
And these pathways are habitual responses to things that trigger
us. We call them stimuli.

I know I used to be triggered by posters. I used to go to X-
rated movies, and they’d have these posters there. And if I would
walk past the cinema and see that poster, it would trigger my old
pathways, and I would go in.

And then I became a Christian. I thought, “Oh, well—that won't
bother me anymore. I'm new”

So I deliberately walked past that old cinema I used to go to.
And I saw that poster, and guess what? Whoop—I went in! I
couldn’t believe it! I sat through an entire X-rated movie with my
eyes shut, praying that God would give me the strength to get up
and leave that place. Nobody had ever explained to me that, when
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you become born again, the old pathways are still there! You can
still be triggered. You can still be tripped up. You have to develop
a new pathway. Now that is a big lesson for all of us to learn.

I also had a struggle with dancing. I came from a big drinking,
dancing, partying family. And I went dancing every Friday night
for as long as I can remember in my youth and adolescence. Every
Friday night I was at the dance hall. Then a little lady came into
our home, and we started having Bible studies. And one day she
taught us about honoring God on the Sabbath as our Creator.
Suddenly, it hit me. “Oh, no! My big drinking, dancing, partying
lifestyle is not honoring my Creator”

And I began to think about my habit. I was already being
convicted to leave the world, but I had so many worldly habits in
my life.

Anyway, I used to take a train to night school. And I would
come back about 8 o’clock at night, and I would exit the train and
walk out through the gates. I could either turn left, or right, or I
could go straight ahead. There were three different ways of going
home. It was about half a mile away.

But on Friday night I was in the habit of always turning left,
because that took me past the dance hall. Anyway, I was sitting in
the train going to night school one particular Friday, and in the
providence of God He had a young Methodist preacher sitting
next to me on the train. [ was telling this preacher what a struggle
I was having to leave the world and to change my habits, and he
took me into Romans 6, of all places—pulled out a Bible—and
this is the verse he read to me. Romans 6:16: “Don’t you know
that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves,
you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves
to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to
righteousness?”

This is when [ first came to grips with habit formation.

“The choice is yours,” he said. “If you have God’s Spirit in your
mind, you can now make a conscious choice”

810 SOTIISTUTWNBRIPOWNOATIBDID
HOAISTYHATT TTIId A0 NOISSIWIHd Ad dHIdOD



COPIED BY PERMISSION OF BILL LIVERSIDGE

CreativeMediaMinistries.Org

160 « OVERCOMING THROUGH JESUS

“But I'm not strong enough,” I protested.
“Well, the next time you get tempted...” he began.

“That will be tonight,” I interrupted, “because I'll be going home
again”

“The next time you're tempted,” he continued, “take a moment
and go and stand out quietly somewhere on your own, and look
up to God and let Him know how weak you are, but give Him
permission to come into your mind at that moment”

I thought, “Wow! That sounds like something I could do.” So I
thanked him enthusiastically.

So that night, I came back. I turned left as usual. I walked
past the dance hall. It was full. The lights were on. The band was
playing. Dozens of people were in there—it was a big dance hall.

I paused at the gate of the dance hall, and a young woman who
knew me rather well came out and saw me there.

“Oh, Bill, Bill)” she called—and she came over and took hold of
my arm and just led me into the hall.

Everything in me said, “No, no, no! I don’t want to go in!” But
my legs were saying, “Yes, yes, yes!” And, oh—I was so angry
with myself! I got right to the door of the dance hall—right to
the door—and I stopped dead in my tracks, because the Spirit
brought Romans 6:16 back to my mind. “Quit struggling, quit
resisting, quit fighting. Yield yourself to whom you will obey”

Yield. What’sanother word foryield? Surrender. “Quit struggling
and surrender”

So I said to this girl, “Look, I'm not coming in at the moment.
There’s something I have to do”

“OK) she replied.

I turned around, and in front of this dance hall was a huge tree.
I was 18 years of age, and this was the first time in my life I had
ever done this. I went out and stood under that tree. I looked up
into the sky and said to God, “You know, I'm about to go into the
dance hall. I don’t want to go into the dance hall, but I'm too weak.
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And the young preacher this morning told me that if I yielded my
will to you, I wouldn't go into the dance hall. I don’t know how
this is going to happen, but I'm giving you my will. You may have
it”

Well, it’s very hard to tell people what actually happens in a
moment like that. But in one instant, you know what I knew? I
knew I was not going into the dance hall. My weak human will
was now fused with divinity. I didn’t realize that. I had the mind
of Christ in me, and Jesus was deciding not to go into the dance
hall. And I turned around and began to walk away, and about a
dozen of my friends came out looking for me. They stood in a
circle around me. I'll never forget this.

“What are you doing out here on your own?”

Well, I was too embarrassed to tell them what I was doing. So I
said, “Look—it’s just that something’s come up, and I can’t come
to the dance tonight”

They were very disappointed, but I walked off. I never went
back to that dance hall again. I also learned one of the biggest
lessons of my life. I learned that I could have struggled—I could
have begged God to make me stronger. But in one moment of
surrendering my will, God in me could do what I could not.

The only other lesson in that experience I had to learn was that
I had to start turning right! Because I didn’t need to be putting
myself in the path of temptation. So I started turning right.

Well, a couple of years ago my older son, who's a pastor, was
with me in Melbourne. He said, “Dad, take me out to where you
used to live”

“Why?” I asked.
“Oh;” he said, “I want to test something”

“OK; T agreed. So we took the train together out to where I used
to live. We got off, and he said, “Dad, I know this will be tough
for you, but I want you to empty your mind of all preconceived
ideas”

“Oh, yeah, yeah,” I said.
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“I want you to walk through that gate,” he said, “and without
thinking, I just want you to automatically turn either to the left
or the right”

“OK—no big deal’ I said.

So I walked through the gate. I'm trying not to think about it.
I'm just doing it very casually. Which way do you think I turned?

Of course, I turned right, because it had long since become a
habit—hundreds of times I had turned right. In fact, I said to my
son, “You know, it’s interesting but I've actually forgotten how
to go left. I'd have to go back and work out all the streets again,
because for so long I turned right. And that is what is so simple
for me. I can turn right and take you to the house where I used to
live. It’s no problem?”

My eyes were truly opened regarding myself at that moment.
Because I didn’t have to think about it. I did by nature the thing
that had been established in my life as a habit. And even though
for years I had turned left, and that old pathway was still there,
the establishment of the new pathway took over and kicked in.

And by the way, from my experience, this is of great importance.
I'think in the 12-Step programs they do a fearless, moral inventory.
In other words, they teach people to identify habits that need to
be replaced.

Don't live in generalities. It’s a very healthy thing to identify
habits in our lives that need to be replaced.

C l'lapter Review

1. How might you lose the capacity to hear the voice of God?

2. What will happen when you get new spiritual habits in
place?
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3. Why might you still experience a habitual response to a
trigger even after you are born again? How can those old
patterns be changed?

4. Why is it important to identify habits that need to be
replaced?

THOUGHT QUESTIONS

Have you ever sensed a withdrawing of the Holy Spirit from
your mind? Were you looking for a way around God’s Word?

How has God been gracious to you in leading you to surrender
and seek the mind of Christ and develop new pathways in your
brain; new habits in your life?
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

All Tllat You Need

Is in Jesus

D o you understand that whatever you need to meet the
problem of sin in your life is found in Jesus?

No matter what sin has done to you—whether it’s placed you
under the threat of death or condemnation, whether it’s weakened
you so you can’'t even make a right choice, whether it’s led you to
love things that are evil instead of things that are holy—it doesn’t
matter.

Because the solution to all of those things is in Jesus Christ.
And anyone who makes sure that they are in Christ every day
of their lives will have His solution, “for it is God who works in
you to will and to act according to his good purpose” “Being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” Philippians
2:13; 1:6. Having begun His work within you, He will bring it to
completion.

Many Christians are failing, because instead of seeing their help
in Christ, they try to be Christ. They want to overcome the devil
personally. I know people whose whole ministry is to challenge
the devil, to take him on, and to defeat him all the time. And I
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look at them with pity, because I know what’s going to happen to
them. They’ll be sucked in by the devil. You can’t take on the devil.
He’s already been taken on! He’s been rendered powerless by the
divine-human Man, Jesus Christ.

I know other people who are still falling back into the same
habits after twenty years of praying, “God, make me strong enough
to overcome.” Only one human has ever been strong enough to
overcome. The rest of us aren’t strong enough! Only one human
being has ever lived a life totally to the glory of God, by trusting
in His Father.

And incredibly, because God is a God of grace, He has accepted
that life of Jesus as my total life, and He makes that life available
to me every day, by faith.

You want to be more loving today? Then you’re not going to
take a little seminar called, “How to Love Better.” Instead, you will
hear Jesus saying, “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your
neighbor and hate your enemy’ But I tell you: Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you” Matthew 5:43, 44. Give the
One who loved even His enemies the opportunity to come into
your mind, and say to Him, “I give You permission today for Your
mind to become one with mine, so that when I meet my enemies
or those who are unlovely, You will love them through me”

You want to be more compassionate? Look at the compassion
of Jesus: “As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being
carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.
And a large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord
saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don’t cry’ Then he
went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still.
He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up
and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother” Luke
7:12-15. Let the One who couldn’t even go to a funeral without
being touched by the sorrow of a widow and wanting to raise her
son—let Him come into your mind. Even hanging on the cross,
He was thinking of His own mother and handing her over to the
tender care of John. “Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his
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mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved
standing nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your
son, and to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother! From that time
on, this disciple took her into his home”” John 19:25-27. So if you
want compassion, you'll put Him on!

You want to be more generous? You have a problem with
giving? Put on the One who didn’t even have His own house—the
One who said, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head” Matthew 8:20.
Everything He had, He just gave. He accumulated nothing in
terms of this world’s goods. He didn’t need it! He had everything
He truly needed from His Father. Yet He was totally satisfied.
Put Him on. You'll become the most generous, splendid giver on
earth, and you’ll love to give. It will be a joy to give. You won't
have to squeeze it out of yourself. At times you’ll have to be held
back from giving, lest you hurt yourself, because you’ll have the
One in you who loves to give! I'm serious.

Youwantto beatpeace? Well, put on the One who, even though
the storms were raging all around Him, would just go up into the
mountaintop and communicate with His Father. “But they were
furious and began to discuss with one another what they might
do to Jesus. One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside
to pray, and spent the night praying to God” Luke 6:11, 12. And
His circumstances were not able to rob Him of peace. Jesus never
hurried, you know—never rushed, never had to make decisions
on the spur of the moment. Not at all! He carefully and quietly
sought the will of His Father and with great peace of mind was
able to face the most incredible temptations ever to confront a
human being.

You want to withstand temptation? We have not been led to
stand on the pinnacle of a temple by the devil and asked to throw
ourselves down. The devil hasn’t done that to us. He has other
ways of tricking us and deceiving us. But Jesus met him face to
face for forty days:
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“Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the
end of them he was hungry.

“The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this stone
to become bread’

“Tesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man does not live on bread

7

alone!

“The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an
instant all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, ‘T will
give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to
me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. So if you worship me, it
will all be yours!

“Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Worship the Lord your God

”

and serve him only’

“The devilled him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. ‘If you are the Son of God, he said, ‘throw
yourself down from here. For it is written: “He will command his
angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you
up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a

”w

stone.

“Jesus answered, ‘It says: “Do not put the Lord your God to the

”

test.

“When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until
an opportune time.” Luke 4:1-13.

Put on the One who, after those forty days in the wilderness,
simply said to the devil, “It is written” Jesus calmly answered
Satan. He didn’t get into debate with the devil. He simply quoted
His Father’s word and depended on it.

You want to be more evangelistic? Put on the One who
couldn’t walk into a little village without the whole village
being turned upside down. The sick were there, wanting to be
healed. “A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum,
the people heard that he had come home. So many gathered
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that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he
preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him
a paralytic, carried by four of them” Mark 2:1-3. The doubters
were climbing trees to hear Him. “Jesus entered Jericho and was
passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus;
he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see
who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of
the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to
see him, since Jesus was coming that way.” Luke 19:1-4. Jesus
“did” evangelism wherever He went, because He had this great
burden for souls.

You want to feel more hopeful? Put on the one who didn’t
even condemn Judas but kept offering him hope—and kept trying
to reach his heart until the last. “It was just before the Passover
Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the
world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. The evening
meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas
Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father
had put all things under his power, and that he had come from
God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took
off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him”
John 13:1-5.

Put on the one who predicted that Peter would betray Him,
then after Peter did, gave him the love and hope to get up and go
on:

“

Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have
prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when
you have turned back, strengthen your brothers! But he replied,
‘Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death’ Jesus
answered, ‘I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you
will deny three times that you know me.” Luke 22:31-34.

“Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the
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house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. But when
they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat
down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him
seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said,
“This man was with him. But he denied it. “‘Woman, I don’t know
him; he said. A little later someone else saw him and said, “You
also are one of them’ ‘Man, I am not!" Peter replied. About an
hour later another asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow was with him,
for he is a Galilean! Peter replied, ‘Man, I don’t know what you're
talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The
Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered
the word the Lord had spoken to him: ‘Before the rooster crows
today, you will disown me three times. And he went outside and
wept bitterly” Luke 22:54-62.

“When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
‘Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” “Yes,
Lord; he said, ‘you know that I love you! Jesus said, ‘Feed my
lambs. Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you truly love
me? He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you! Jesus
said, “Take care of my sheep! The third time he said to him, ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked
him the third time, ‘Do you love me?" He said, ‘Lord, you know
all things; you know that I love you’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.”
John 21:15-17.

Whatever you need at the human level, it’s all in Christ! It’s not
in psychology. It’s not in philosophy. It’s not in self-improvement
seminars. It’s in Christ.

And if we were just willing to put on Christ every day—to
submit ourselves to Him and give Him access to our minds—we
would have everything Jesus has to offer. We'd be complete in
Him. But what do we do? We struggle away. We get desperate.
We try so hard to change our ways. We try. We fall. We beg God
to help us. At times in desperation, we even blame Him for not
having done more for us.

I remember years ago, when I actually said to God, “It doesn’t
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work—this Christianity thing. It doesn’t work. Look at me. I still
have habits from when I became a believer”

And that’s when He figuratively took a baseball bat and hit me
over the head. He said, “I'm asking you to put on Christ, not to
be Christ. There’s only one human being who could take on the
devil and overcome every temptation. And the Good News is—I
have accepted you in Him! I've accepted His death as yours! I've
accepted His life also as yours! I've accepted His resurrection
as yours! You already have all these things. Tap into them! Avail
yourself of all that Jesus has accomplished. It’s all yours! Because
I'm treating Jesus as if He were you—and you as if you were Jesus.
I even allowed Him to become sin so that you wouldn’t have to
spend the rest of your life dealing with the sin problem. So you
want victory? It’s in Him.

If I stood up today and said, “I'm going to recruit a force to go
to Vietnam,” you'd all look at me and say, “You're crazy!” Because
the war in Vietnam is over. It’s been fought already.

Or maybe I'd say that 'm going to take you back to the
battlefields of World War II. “Let’s go fight the Nazis!” And you'd
all say, “What? That war’s been fought and won already!”

But what are Christians doing today? They’re gathering their
forces to fight a fight that’s already been won!

Our fight is the fight of faith! It’s not the fight against sin. That’s
been fought and won in human strength by a Man who depended
fully on His Father. Our fight is not against the devil. He’s already
been overcome and declared powerless. You'd never guess it,
though, the way Christians are relating to him. You'd think he had
all the power!

Some parents came to me and said, “Ohhh! The devil’s got our

”

son!
“Well,” I said, “what are you going to do about it?”

Then I added, “Do you realize that your son’s been taken by
a powerless foe who somehow has convinced you that he’s got
power? What are you going to do about it? Are you going to take it
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sitting down? Are you going to say, “What can we do?” Or by faith
are you going to move forward and say, ‘Hey! You think you've
snared my son, but I've got news for you. You have no authority
here. I'm claiming him back in the name of Jesus Christ. And I'm
going to be claiming him back until he’s delivered right back here

b2

to me. You have no power and authority over him!

I don’t see many people acting by faith today. They're acting as
if the enemy now has all the cards, and he’s playing them. He’s the
master of deception. He has no authority. We act as if he has us
out-powered and out-maneuvered. And the Bible says he’s been
rendered powerless. Think about that—powerless. “Therefore,
since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
also partook of the same, that through death He might render
powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil”
Hebrews 2:14, NASB.

So if you're seeking and struggling for victory with help from
God, you'll be digging the same hole twenty years from now. But
if you're seeking victory through putting on Christ, you'll have it
now!

Chapter Review

1. Why should it be so important to you to make sure you are
“in Christ” every day of your life?

2. What is the danger in thinking you can personally take on
the devil?

3. What is the only way you can overcome sin and the devil?
Why is this true?

4. What is the real fight you are fighting? What fight has
already been fought and won?
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5. Does the devil really have any power or authority over you
or your loved ones? See Hebrews 2:14,15

6. When and how can we experience victory?

THOUGHT QUESTION

Think of a specific aspect of your life, other than those addressed
in this chapter, in which you could be victorious by putting on
Christ. Find a story in the Gospels where Jesus won the victory
in this area.
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CHAPTER NINETEEN

Victory T}lrough

Surren(ler

Please notice in the following passage who is doing the
speaking:

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing
before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his
right side to accuse him. The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord
rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem,
rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from
the fire?” Zechariah 3:1, 2, emphasis supplied.

Did you see it? “The Lord rebuke you, Satan” The power and
authority to rebuke Satan is in Christ. It’s in Christ. So it would
appear that I'm not rebuking Satan, but the Lord is rebuking
Satan. So I think these are words that we could well use: “The
Lord rebuke you, Satan”

And every time I read this, I remind myself that power and
authority against Satan is not in or from me. It’s in Christ—and
it'’s Christ who actually rebukes the devil. So it’s OK in the name
of Jesus to say, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan” But it’s not OK to
say that I’m rebuking Satan—even in the authority of God. I think
that’s a dangerous course of action.
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Unfortunately, there are a lot of people who move into that
approach today. And I've seen what’s happened to them. But
it’s a totally different matter to realize that it’s the Lord who has
rebuked Satan and to claim that by faith.

AsIsaid to the parents in the previous chapter who felt the devil
had their son: “The enemy is only deceiving you into thinking that
this is a struggle between you and him, because he knows that
the real struggle was between Christ and him—and he lost that
struggle. He doesn’t ever want you to find that out, so that you
will continue to feel that somehow now, you have to meet him

and take him on. And you don’t. You simply need to move into
belief”

Even when it comes to victory over sins in our lives, it’s not our
struggle! Our struggle, again, is to move into faith and to believe
that in human flesh—and [ mean a flesh that God has accepted as
mine!—Jesus overcame all temptation. In principle, He’s already
met the temptations I am meeting, and my victory over them is
to see that in human flesh, He has already accomplished this, and
to put Him on.

And when you put on Christ and invite Him into your life, what
kind of person are you putting on? Youre putting on Someone
who is not drawn to evil. You're putting on Someone who’s already
victorious.

Look at the powerful words in 1 John that reinforce this. 1 John
5:4: “for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the
victory that has overcome the world, even our faith”

“For everyone...who struggles ’til the very end” Is that how
your version reads? No. “Everyone born of God..”

I hope youre seeing that victory is a faith experience, not
a struggling experience. Instead of struggling, the victorious
actually surrender.

I'm challenging in these pages the idea that—if only I can
somehow get enough power and help from God to go with my
own efforts—I can overcome the devil. I'm firmly challenging
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this idea. Actually, 'm more than challenging it—I'm rejecting
it! Because in my spiritual life, I'm giving up even the right to
fight the devil. I'm giving that up to Christ. I'm acknowledging
that I can’t fight the devil, because I am powerless—helpless! I
am surrendering to Jesus Christ the right to take on the devil and
temptation and sin. That’s what I'm doing the moment I move
into faith. 'm actually saying to God, “I can’t do this. Thank You
for providing Jesus”

FrROM FIGHTING TO FAITH

In most battles, victory comes through fighting to win. But not
in our spiritual lives. Here, victory comes not through fighting,
but through surrendering! And what do we surrender? The very
thought that we might have any right to take on the devil. The
very hope that we might have any chance of success against him.
Instead, we recognize that God has provided for us One who’s
not only taken on the devil, but has successfully overcome him in
human flesh. And when we put on Jesus, His success, His victory,
becomes ours.

So when we'’re facing temptation, sin, and the devil, instead of
fighting and struggling—which we’ve all done for years, almost
to the point of total discouragement at times—we move instead
into faith, and we look at what the Son of Man has accomplished
already in human flesh.

Thetoughest thing formostofustoacceptisthatintheresolution
of the sin problem—whether it’s dealing with condemnation and
death, or whether it’s dealing with sin as a power in our lives—
God has placed the responsibility for resolving that upon Jesus,
not upon us.

So when I'm tempted, I move into faith. Another way of saying
that is that I surrender my right to take on sin and the devil,
allowing Jesus to do what He was asked to do by the Father. And
if we're reading 1 John correctly here, whoever is born of God
overcomes the world. So when you're born of God, you are putting
on Jesus Christ. Through the Spirit, you are receiving the mind of
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Christ. Now, it is Christ in you who overcomes the world—not
you in your natural human flesh.

This is a faith experience.

God in you! If you’re born of God, you have God in you! The
gospel is not just the story of God—it’s the power of God unto
salvation. “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first
for the Jew, then for the Gentile” Romans 1:16. God will indwell
any human being who enters into belief regarding His love gift of
Jesus Christ.

I've decided that few people, apparently, really believe in
Jesus as the Son of God. I can’t even get people to testify about
justification today. They won't say it. They won't praise God for
it. Yet this is what it means to believe that Jesus is the Son of
God—that God has accepted His perfect life and death as mine!
I am no longer considered guilty, condemned, and under death. I
have the title deed to heaven. I've entered into the family of God.
I'm His child!

Consider just a couple of the Bible promises that support this
truth:

“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God” John 1:12.

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in
him, and he in God”” 1 John 4:15, NASB.

What does it take for God to abide in us—to live and dwell in
us? Our confession that Jesus is the Son of God. That’s why I keep
emphasizing that the most important habit in your life is to come
to the cross every morning, look at the cross, and say, “Thank
You, God, for sending Your own Son in human flesh and allowing
Him to take upon Himself the responsibility for sin. I do believe
it with all my heart”

And the moment you say it, God is in you. You walk out of your
house with the presence of the living God in you. And I've decided
there aren’t many people doing this. Because people walk up to
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me and say, “Oh, I've got this problem with my bad temper..”
“Oh, I'm getting angry all the time..” “Oh, I've got this habit...”

I met a pastor a while back. He said, “I've just got this
pornography habit, and it’s killing me”
I said to him, “Let me find my tissue here so I can weep for

”

you!
“I'm serious, he said.

“So am I I replied. “I'm not weeping for you because you've
got a problem. I'm weeping for you because you don’t understand
faith! You're not confessing every day of your life that Jesus is the
Son of God! Because if you were, you'd have the mind of Christ,
and hallelujah, you might just be able to look at a gorgeous woman
without lusting. You might actually be able to look and say, “Thank
You, God, for this beautiful creation. I don’t see her as an object

of lust. I see her as a beautiful creation coming forth from Your
hand.”

I want to tell you, the first time this happened to me, I said,
“Thank You, God!”

“Well God told me, “just keep My mind in you, and you can
have this quality of thought every day of your life”

But this pastor was telling me, “Oh, please help me! I'm just
looking at pornography every day. It’s killing me”

“Well, it would kill me, too, to feed my mind on that!” I said to
him. “Have you ever wondered, if you had the mind of Christ, you
might just have the strength to put a filter on your computer—that
if you just confessed Jesus Christ, then, with the mind of Christ in
you, you could go home and order a filter?”

And this pastor looked at me in amazement.

“That’s what it would take,” I told him. “I'm not going to do it for
you. You are out of faith. You're out of faith when you come to me
with a statement like that”

Another man stood up in one of my seminars and said, “I'm an
addict to television. For twenty years I've just come home at five
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oclock in the afternoon, put my feet up, and then gone to bed at
twelve o’clock at night. For that whole time, I haven’t moved. I
have no marriage to speak of. My wife and I are like two strangers
living in a house together. I don’t even know why she stays.

Luckily, his wife wasn’t present.

“I'm just so weak and miserable,” he added. “Do you have any
wisdom for me?”

“Of course, I do—of course. But, I said, “it would take the mind
of Christ. Youre out of faith! Youre wrestling and struggling
with something that Jesus Christ would not have a problem with,
because He wasn't drawn to violence and sex and all those things
that fill up the television stations. He had a healthy balance in His
life. Oh, He enjoyed the company of women. Of course, He did.
Why do you think He spent so much time at Mary and Martha’s
house? I think He found there alove that He hadn’t found anywhere
else. But He wasn'’t into the perverted view of these things, and if
you put His mind on ..”

“Well,” he interrupted, “what would happen if I put on the mind
of Christ?”

“With the mind of Christ,” I answered, “you'd look at the
television set and youd say, ‘OK, this is controlling my life! So
probably you'd take out a pair of scissors, and you'd probably cut
the cord”

I could see he was listening carefully.

“Quit struggling,” I continued. “Start surrendering. Start
surrendering and put on the mind of Christ. Enter into belief
that Jesus has overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil' In
human flesh He’s done this! Confess it! And where will Christ
be from that moment? He’ll be in your mind. That’s the part of
you with which the Holy Spirit makes contact. And with Christ
in your mind, you're going to make the right decision regarding
television”

So he went home that week, and he did it. He came back the
next week, and he was jumping up and down like I've never seen.
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You should have heard his testimony. He said, “For twenty years
I've been a slave. But I put on the mind of Christ, and I knew
exactly what I needed to do. I took out a pair of scissors, and I
cut off the plug—and there it stays, because I acknowledged that
I could not handle that set. It was handling me.”

Then his eyes lighted up, and he said, “I feel free—and my
wife and I are starting to dialog together. I've just revived in the
Spirit. I'm no longer a slave to sin, because I've put on the mind
of Christ”

With Christ’s mind, you see things differently. Yet you realize
how easy it is to cross over the line and go back to doing things
the old carnal way instead of God’s way. I can’t go one day of my
life without seeking the mind of Christ, because the world is not
safe. I may be intolerant of people, yet with Christ in me I find the
most incredible grace coming through to be tolerant of people
and understanding and loving. That is His way.

And what He wants all of us to do is to put Him on with such
regularity that these things will become habitual and natural in
our lives.

Just recently, I realized that something I used to find attractive
no longer was. I couldn’t actually put my finger on just when it
had happened, because it had apparently just taken place over a
period of time.

So I looked up and said, “Thank you, God!”

And He said, “Well, you didn’t notice it happening, because
you've been focused on putting on Christ”

Gradually, Christ’s desires become ours by nature. That’s
when it gets exciting. And what do we call that whole process?
Sanctification.

How SANCTIFICATION WORKS

And in that process, notice that if you find yourself repeating
the same habits over and over again, you probably have fallen out
of faith. And you need to move back into confessing that Jesus is
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the Son of God, and the moment you do that, you move out of the
old habits into strengthening new ones.

When 1 first started to understand this, I had to make this
confession a number of times a day. And every time I felt a
temptation, or the old things coming back, I found myself
increasingly wanting to move into confession that I do believe that
Jesus is the Son of the living God, and in human flesh overcame
sin, temptation, the flesh, the world!

The moment we confess that Jesus is the Son, and we praise
God for His love gift, God abides in us. The bottom line is—it’s
God in you who resists sin, not you plus some help from God.
God is the only being who is not drawn to unholiness. By nature,
we are drawn to the unholy. God is not. So if you find yourself not
being drawn to the unholy, you'll know that God is in you. And
you'll say, “Yes! Praise the Lord!”

The biggest struggle of our lives is whether to surrender and
give God permission to be in us so we will not be drawn to the
unholy—or whether to fight against being drawn to the unholy
and beg God to make us strong enough to do it. This last way is
the path of failure, and it’s led many Christians to be focused on
their sins and to be unable to change themselves.

ARMOR FOR PROTECTION, NOT BATTLE

You know, the armor of God is not put on so you can do battle
with Satan. The armor of God is put on to protect you from the
darts of the enemy, so you will be able to stand firm against his
attacks:

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your
stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the
day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground,



Victory Through Surrender « 183

and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with
the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel

of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith,
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God. Ephesians 6:10-17.

Some people think you put on the armor to do battle with Satan.
You don't. It’s for your protection that you put it on.

The battle has been won. But it goes on in us, because our
struggle is whether to believe it or not—or whether to continue
on in our own self-defeating ways. These two approaches are light
and darkness. One results in victory—the other results in defeat.

Victory in the Christian life comes through surrendering our
right to fight sin and the devil, moving into belief that this fight
was put on Jesus Christ, and confessing that we believe this. And
the moment we do, the Spirit of the living God brings Christ into
our minds. We now have the mind of Christ. And the mind of
Christ is not drawn to sin and evil. It is drawn to the things that
are holy and pure.

Too many people work at resisting sin and the devil, trying hard
not to give in to temptation, begging God to give them strength so
that they will not yield. Then, when they fall back, they get really
discouraged and start to question whether, in fact, God means
what He says or not.

And they always end up blaming God or deciding they are just
too weak and are not going to make it. When people reach that
point, you know what they say to themselves? “Well, it doesn’t
matter whether I even try” And they start allowing everything to
come back into their lives again. They even give up the struggle.
I've known many that have been there, because they can’t be
strong enough to resist temptation and the devil, even with help
from God.

So finally, one day by the grace of God, in their utmost despair,
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they fall at the foot of the cross. Then they realize, “God has asked
Jesus to do this—not me. It’s my privilege to take hold of Him by
faith and to have Him in me. It’'s God in me who resists evil—not

”

me.

If I'm not successfully resisting evil, chances are God’s not in
me, because I'm doing it in my own strength instead of by faith—
and through allowing Him to come into me.

In the four chapters of Romans 5 through 8, Paul comes to grips
with the characteristics of people who claim to be believers, yet
are still carnal. But Paul makes a distinction between professed
believers who are still carnal—and true, spiritual believers who still
have some very interesting characteristics.

And there’s a lot of confusion out there as to what really happens
when a person becomes spiritual. Some people think, for example,
that they’ll never feel tempted again. Others think they will never
ever feel an inclination to sin again. Some think they’ll never be
drawn by anything unattractive again. And they’re shocked if they
find this happening to themselves, and they immediately start
thinking, “I must be carnal”

It’s interesting to me that Paul called the believers in Corinth
“saints.” Yet were they fully mature in Christ? Oh, no.

So apparently, you can be in Christ, and be in process of
becoming mature, without being called carnal. You could even
have a day where things come out that shock you when you
hear them, and still not be back in the carnal realm. Because
remember—you are under grace. And when you're under grace,
there is freedom now to grow up into Christ and address every
aspect of your life, without feeling condemned!

If you're under grace, you are free to address every aspect of
your life and character, and you're free to grow up and mature in
every way, without feeling condemned as you go through this.

Now is that Good News—or what?
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C l'lapter Review

1. Where does the power and authority to rebuke the devil
reside?

2. Why is it that you are not to get into a struggle with the
devil to gain victory over sin?

3. List at least three words or phrases describing the only
way you can overcome the world, sin, and the devil.

4. How has God chosen to resolve the sin problem?
5. What is the gospel?

6. Why does the author keep stressing the importance of
coming to the cross every morning?

7. How can you recognize that someone—including
yourself—is out of faith?

8. Why do too many people give up the struggle to
overcome?
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9. What is the difference between professed believers and
true, spiritual believers?

10. What does it mean to be under grace? What are you free
to do?

THOUGHT QUESTIONS

Do you truly believe that Jesus Christ has already taken on and
defeated the devil?

Do you truly believe that Jesus is the Son of God?






CHAPTER TWENTY

Carnal—or Spiritual?

A young man approached me recently who was seriously in
shock, because he was experiencing some sexual feelings going
on in his body. And he came to me and said, “You know, I must
be carnal”

“Well,” I told him, “I've got good news for you. You happen to
be a normal male. That’s the good news. You’re a normal member
of the male species. And God made your body this way. It’s
biochemistry, and you are designed to respond a certain way. It is
not carnality.

“It’'s what you do with these desires that reflects whether you
are carnal or spiritual. And the spiritual man, just because he feels
promptings within his body, doesn’t necessarily run out to satisfy
his every need. A spiritual man learns to keep his body under
subjection. He’s not dominated and controlled by his physical
urges. He actually praises God. And you ought to be praising God
that you're normal!”

What matters is the mind. And why does the Holy Spirit
make contact with the mind? The Bible says, “Let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” Philippians 2:5, KJV.

187

8I0 " SOTJIISTUINBIPONOATIBDID
dOAISYHAIT TTIId A0 NOISSIWIHd A9 dIIdOD



COPIED BY PERMISSION OF BILL LIVERSIDGE

CreativeMediaMinistries.Org

188 « OVERCOMING THROUGH JESUS

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able
to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will” Romans 12:2. It’s the mind that is renewed! When
you move into belief, and you confess that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the Living God, the Holy Spirit comes again for that day
and renews your mind.

God gives you new thoughts. You might have hated someone
your whole life, and God will give you a new feeling toward that
person. Compassion will be there. Suddenly you are confronted
with a new standard in your life—the life of Christ.

UNIVERSITY OF THE MIND

Our mind is like a university. It has all these faculties. There’s
the area of reason—there’s the area of appetite. Some people think
that if they’re born again, they should never have a temptation of
appetite again. There’s an area that has all the senses in it—seeing,
hearing, smelling, touching. And the sexual area of our lives is
controlled by a faculty of the mind. There’s the area of the will.
And of course, the area of emotions.

So what are we receiving new when Christ’s mind is in us? New
thoughts, feelings, and motives. That’s what God is putting into
your mind when He puts the mind of Christ in you. You don’t have
to try finding good motives. God will give you the right motives if
you put on the mind of Christ. You don’t have to work at changing
your feelings. God will give you new feelings. And He'll give you
new thoughts. He’ll take you to a much higher level than you've
been to before.

Think of the area concerning sexual motivation. To the young
man I mentioned as this chapter began, I said, “As you seek the
mind of Christ, the area that controls sexual activity in your
brain is going to see that this is a gift from God that is to be
used in such a way, when you enter into marriage, that it will
bring about a unity resembling the relationship between the
members of the Trinity. This will be a thought that will have
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never entered into your mind until now. It will be the mind of
Christ in you”

This particular faculty will now be aroused to action in totally
different ways. It doesn’t matter what Hollywood says, or what
all the glossy magazines say, God will be putting His ideal within
you now.

What about appetite? Suddenly, those who are making food
their God, or those who are using it as a means of salvation,
will find that the faculty that controls appetite is going to show
them a totally new perspective on appetite. They’re going to
see the importance of health, but it’s not going to become the
means of their salvation. It’s now going to be in the context of
their total development, to the glory of God. Those who've been
overindulging appetite will now be shown that self-control is
possible in the area of appetite. They will no longer be dominated
by the thought, “I can’t do anything about it”—because that faculty
will now be aroused to action in new lines.

So you are not given new faculties. The faculty of appetite
doesn’t just suddenly change so that all you want now is perfect
use of your appetite. It doesn’t happen. But the faculties are
sanctified.

In a sudden moment, it came clear to me: “Oh, I see—
sanctification takes place in the mind. Sanctification takes place
in the mind!”

If a faculty of my mind is aroused to action in new lines and my
will is strengthened by Christ being in me, what if I then choose
to act upon that new line of action? And what if I choose to act
upon it regularly in my life? What will obviously happen in the
faculty? It will be ennobled and sanctified, so that ultimately it is
my natural inclination. It will become habitual in my life. This is
the miracle of God’s grace.

Notice again this beautiful statement from The Desire of Ages,
page 668:

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart
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work with Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify
Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend our hearts
and minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying
Him we shall be but carrying out our own impulses.

Think about that. If you permit, Christ will so identify with
your mind that in just doing what comes naturally now, you'll be
doing His will! That’s a beautiful thought, isn’t it?

Even in thinking your own thoughts, you're thinking Christ’s.
This is the process of sanctification. And I want to tell you, it
comes about by habitually responding to what the Holy Spirit has
placed in your mind.

Now I have a question for you. What happens in the lives of
true, spiritual believers after conversion? What kind of feelings
do they have? What kind of temptations do they have? What is
their attitude? On the other hand, what are the experiences, the
characteristics of a person who claims to be a believer in Christ,
but is still carnal?

ONE OR THE OTHER—BUT NoT BOTH

The Good News is, you cannot be both carnal and spiritual.
You can only be one or the other. As we take a closer look here,
we're going to find that a truly spiritual person has some rather
interesting characteristics. And some of us may be tempted to
confuse those with being carnal.

It’s like that young man that came to me. He wasn't carnal at all.
He was quite spiritual, but he thought he was carnal.

Romans 5 through 8 are the only chapters in scripture, really,
that bring this out in any depth. And particularly, the passage
between Romans 7:21 and Romans 8:8 helps everything else Paul
is saying to fall into place. Here are those verses (NASB):

I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the
one who wants to do good. For I joyfully concur with the
law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the
members of my body, waging war against the law of my
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mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will set me
free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God through
Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself
with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other,
with my flesh the law of sin.

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For what the
Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did:
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds
on the things of the flesh, but those who are according
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on
the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and
peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward
God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it
is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

This is not an easy passage—especially chapter 7. But if you
hear what Paul is saying, suddenly reality will strike you. It took
me twenty-five years to understand this passage, but it doesn’t
need to take that long!

Focus now on Romans 7:25, NASB:

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then,
on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law
of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Please note that this verse is not suggesting that Paul is doing
both of these things simultaneously. You need to read what
precedes verse 25 and what immediately follows it. If you're
thinking that he’s saying he’s doing these two things at the same
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time, you haven’t heard what he has said before it or what comes
immediately after it. And this is where most people run afoul in
this passage. They think, “Well, how can you be serving both at
the same time?”

You cannot! And you must allow verse 25 to be interpreted by
what comes before it and what comes immediately after it. If you
carefully study the context, you'll know exactly what Paul is trying
to tell you. The key is in those verses.

Something very interesting comes out of Romans 7—the most
misunderstood chapter Paul ever wrote. It’s been the source
of contention between theologians for almost 2,000 years and
continues to be so to the present day. When I was at seminary, the
professors were divided. One professor told us all that in Romans
7:25, Paul was in an unconverted state. The next professor told us
that this was Paul in a converted state. And we were left hanging.
They would not commit themselves.

I want you to notice now some rather interesting facts. I'm
going back to verses 16 to 18 in chapter 7:

But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with
the Law, confessing that the Law is good. So now, no longer
am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. For I
know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh;
for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is
not. NASB.

I hope you saw these words: “I know that nothing good dwells
in me” The words of what kind of man? You'll never hear a carnal
man acknowledge that. Of course, you won’t. These are the words
of a spiritual man.

One of the “big ideas” we spent time discussing earlier in this
book concerned our basic condition: helpless, powerless, sinful.
And I want to tell you, the recognition and affirmation of that
condition is the first step in the life of a person who turns to Jesus
Christ. Such people become convicted of their true condition.

“I know that nothing good dwells in me”
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That’s a point of enlightenment that the vast majority of the
human race never reach. No good thing. So very important.

And the first thing we notice in our passage of Romans 7 is that
Paul is making a profound acknowledgement about himself. He’s
well aware of what sin has done to his human nature.

“For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh;
for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not”
Verse 18, NASB.

If someone says the desire is present within him, what is he
acknowledging? “The mind set on the flesh [the carnal mind] is
hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God,
for it is not even able to do so” Romans 8:7, NASB. But here we have
a man who is wishing to do right. On one hand, he’s acknowledging
the truth ofhis own sinfulness,and on the other hand, acknowledging
that he really wants to do right. But he’s struggling! He is struggling
to do right. Sound familiar to most of you?

Oh, yes, he’s struggling to do it. There’s no way that we're talking
about a man here who's not spiritual. He’s acknowledging his true
condition and the fact that, even as a believer—a spiritual person
and a true believer—there is a struggle going on within himself.

So what’s new? I never had a struggle until I became a believer. I
used to just enjoy sin. I didn't even know it was sin! I just thought it
was life. But then I became a believer, and oh, how things changed!

There is a struggle within spiritual believers. We have to
acknowledge it. And it’s important for us to identify the two sides
of this struggle that go on within the life of a true believer.

It’s time now to zero in closely on the context in Romans and
allow Paul himself to give us the correct understanding of chapter
7, verse 25, where he describes the struggle he is having with the
“law of God” and the “law of sin”

Let’s first look, before verse 25, at chapter 7, verses 21-23:

I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the
one who wants to do good. For I joyfully concur with the
law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the
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members of my body, waging war against the law of my
mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in
my members. NASB.

So here we have, on one hand, the law of my mind—or the law
of God in the inner man. And on the other hand, we have the law
of sin in the members of my body.

And now here’s chapter 8, verse 2, coming after chapter 7:25:
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death” NASB.

So now we can see that Paul is equating the “law of sin” in
chapter 7, verse 25, with “the law in the members of my body”
and the “law of sin and of death”

And Paul’s description of the “law of God”? It’s “the law of God
in the inner man,” “the law of my mind,” and “the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus”

Once you understand what Paul is really saying here about
these two conflicting laws, it will revolutionize your life—because
there is a struggle! Yes, there is! In fact, this kind of struggle—dare
I suggest it—is only present in the experience of a truly spiritual
person, a converted individual, someone who’s born again into
the kingdom of God. This is the only category of person on this
earth that experiences this kind of struggle. This is also the reason
that same category of person is in the gravest danger of becoming
unstable. Because if you don'’t resolve this struggle, you remain
like a house divided for the rest of your life, and you can de-
stabilize yourself.

It took me years to realize that people become unstable when
they’re convicted one way—but they act differently. That sets up
confusion in the human mind.

Does Paul resolve this struggle here? Yes, he does! There is a
very real struggle going on in the experience of the true spiritual
believer. And it is interesting what the struggle is. It’s a struggle
between the “law of my mind” and the “law in the members of my
body” It’s a struggle between the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ
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Jesus” (in my mind)—and the “law of sin and of death” (in the
members of my body).

Now, Paul is endeavoring to teach us something very powerful
here: that the struggle in the life of the believer is a struggle
between the mind, which is now the mind of Christ, and the
members of our bodies, which could bring us under the “law of
sin and of death”

In our next and final chapter, we will explore more fully Paul’s
teaching about the carnal man—and the spiritual man.

C l'lapter Review

1. With what part of you does the Holy Spirit make contact?
Why?

2. How is the mind like a university?
3. How are the faculties of your mind sanctified?

4. How are your heart and mind brought into conformity to
God’s will?

5. Why can a truly spiritual person be tempted to think he or
she is still carnal?

6. What will a carnal person never acknowledge? What will a
spiritual person desire? See Romans 7:16-18

7. Describe the struggle in the life of someone who’s been
born again into the kingdom of God. See Romans 7:21-8:2

8. What can happen if this struggle is not resolved?
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

The Old—and the New

Even someone who is spiritual will find that the flesh continues
to make war against the spirit. You should not expect to reach a
point where you never feel some inclination toward sin within
you.

Reality, for the spiritual man, is that a struggle is in place,
because, on one hand, he’s now born of the Spirit, and in his mind
he has the law of the Spirit of Christ. But on the other hand, he
feels in the members of his body an impulse to sin.

So what, specifically, is it from which he looks for deliverance?
The wishing to do good is present with him, but the doing of the
good—well, he may not be having a lot of success in that area. He
has the desire to do God’s will within him, but the doing of it is
not present.

See how Paul puts it here in Romans 7:24, NASB: “Wretched
man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this
death?”

In other words, I can have the mind of Christ, yet I'm feeling
the promptings to sin in my body. Who is going to set me free
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from the fact that I find myself unable to do what the Spirit is
prompting me to do?

Time now to revisit Romans 8:2: “For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death” Now, it’s interesting that Paul precedes these words by one
other thought. Because in verse 1 he’s also told us something else:

“Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus” NASB.

Condemnation, as we learned earlier in this book, is related to
the death of Jesus Christ. It was our condemnation that fell on
Him and caused His death. This is belief in the death of Jesus. If
you're free from condemnation, you've moved into belief in the
death of Jesus.

So we have the life and death of Jesus Christ now becoming the
means by which our struggle is resolved! Because as long as you
live in the body, you will feel the ever-presence of sin within you.
But the resolution of the struggle is to move into belief regarding
the death of Jesus, which immediately opens the door for you to
receive His life in you!

The struggle is resolved by faith—faith in the death and
resurrection of Jesus. If you move into faith in the death of Jesus,
even though you feel the promptings to sin within you, you will
know that you are not condemned. Then, if you put on the life of
Christ—this is His life, now—what will actually happen?

WALKING AFTER THE SPIRIT

You will now begin to walk after the Spirit. And if you walk
after the Spirit habitually, what will happen? What will the final
result be? You'll have the mind of Christ. The faculties of your
mind will be sanctified.

Notice now Romans 8:13, NASB: “For if you are living according
to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to
death the deeds of the body, you will live”

And notice too the tense of the verb in this verse. It doesn’t say
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that you have already put (past tense) all the deeds of the body to
death. No, it’s in the continuous or present tense: “you are putting
to death the deeds of the body”

Let me also bring in here Galatians 5:16-18, NASB:

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out
the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are
in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the
things that you please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you
are not under the Law.

What a beautiful statement! It’'s a summary, really, of what we
just read in Romans.

Most people of my acquaintance are failing in their spiritual
walk, because they don’t develop consistent habits of walking in
the Spirit. The only way you can resist walking in the flesh is to
have daily the mind of Christ—to have your mind renewed daily.
It’s a daily—actually, a moment-by-moment—renewal. You may
need to renew your mind constantly through the day by inviting
Christ into your mind through the Spirit—by receiving the mind
of Christ. Because you will feel the pull of sinful things within
you. But this is not a sign that you're carnal. Because if you're even
sensitive to those things within you, that’s an evidence that you're
spiritual!

But it’s vital that you choose to develop new and regular habits.
Remember the man I mentioned earlier in this book who cut his
television cord? I said to him, “Why don’t you develop the habit
now of reading uplifting literature?”

He has indeed begun the habit of reading. I heard his testimony
again recently, and I was just praising God.

“I've developed a love for incredible literature,” he said. “I'd
forgotten how to read. I used to sit down in front of the tube. Now
I'm reading, and I'm rejoicing”

So this man did not just eliminate a bad habit, he began filling
the vacuum with something positive.
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Consider his old pathway—his old habit. He walked into his
house. Immediately, the habit kicked in. He'd sit down on the
sofa. His wife would bring him his dinner on a tray. And he'd put
his feet up and lie there for five or six hours.

But now when he walks into his home, the cord is cut. Now, he’s
actually doing things with his wife around the house. And when
he is free, he picks up a good book and sits down to read it.

When he gets home these days, the old pathway no longer kicks
in. Why not? Because he has now developed over a period of time
a different pathway.

When he comes home, this new pathway kicks in, and now he’s
reading things that glorify God. He told me, “I don’t even want to
watch television”

“Hallelujah!” I replied.

The new pathway has kicked in and taken over from the old.
His faculty—especially the faculty of how he used his eyes and his
ears—has been sanctified. He now wants to read and look at and
hear things that are uplifting and holy and ennobling.

So SiMmPLE WE SOMETIMES Miss IT

That’s how simple it is. It’s so simple that most of us miss it. We
get discouraged because we still feel the promptings to sin within
us. And we say, “I must be still carnal. I'm just not making it”

And we also fail in a second way. We don’t consistently set
about establishing new habits in our lives that will glorify God.
We allow the old pathways to be kicked into place. And they’re
triggered by things out there.

Perhaps you're looking at your own life and saying, “Oh, now I can
see why I've had these moments of discouragement. I can see why
I may even have felt that I'm never going to be victorious. Or why
I've never used the word victory in my entire life. Or why I've never
really even realized the possibility of what I could be in Christ”

But now I'm actually understanding the apostle Paul here, who’s
describing the reality—the real experience—of spiritual people
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who still feel the pull of sin in their flesh and yet, by faith, take hold
of the death of Jesus. And they’re free now from condemnation
and free to put on the mind of Christ every day.

And once the mind of Christ is in us, we walk now according to
the Spirit,and we walk consistently—to the point where we develop
habits in our lives that become our natural way of functioning.
And the faculties of our mind are becoming sanctified.

If you're putting on the mind of Christ daily, you'll have the
same care and concern for others. But it will be Christ in you
concerning Himself in ministry for others, and this gives Him
freedom to take your personal encounters to any depth He knows
is necessary. You won't have to worry, “Should I go further here,
or should I go further there?” You can simply focus on putting on
the mind of Christ, and let Him guide the ministry and develop
it. You'll know exactly how far to go and to what degree you can
intercede and care and pray for other people. It'll be perfectly
clear, once the mind of Christ is present in you every day.

Until I started putting on the mind of Christ I never had clarity
in my mind on most of these ministry issues. But once I started
putting on the mind of Christ and giving Him access every day, I
could see immediately what to do and how far to go and when to
intercede and when to pray and when not to—even at times not
praying when people were begging me to pray. But God said to
me, “Now, don’t get too confident about this. Remember—it’s not
you. It's Me in you. That’s My understanding coming through”

As this book ends, I'd like to end it with a prayer:

“Father in heaven, thank You so much for being with us as
we've journeyed together through these pages. Thank You for the
incredible pictures of You that have come out—and for the joy
that we can have in Jesus Christ.

“We claim by faith just now, the covering of His shed blood,
knowing that by looking to the cross, we can believe ourselves to be
free from condemnation. Thank You too, Father, for the awareness
we've developed, that within the life of a spiritual person is the
continual struggle as the flesh tries to manifest itself against the
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Spirit. But we know that with Paul, we can claim that same victory:
“Thanks be to God, he said. “There is therefore now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus, because the Spirit of the law of the
life of Christ has set us free from the law of sin and death!

“And we close these pages today, knowing that now, we have
the mind of Christ. Give us the grace, Father, to establish habits
in our lives that will give You the glory, so that our faculties may
be sanctified. And when You come, we will look like You, because
we’ll have Your mind.

“Thank You, Father, in anticipation of all these blessings. In
Jesus’ precious name, Amen.”

C}lapter Review

1. When will you reach the point that you will never feel an
inclination to sin?

2. Why is there no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus?

3. How is the struggle of having the mind of Christ yet
finding yourself unable to do what the Spirit is prompting
you to do resolved?

4. How can you resist walking in the flesh?

5. In what ways does taking hold of the death of Jesus set you
free?

THOUGHT QUESTION

How’s your faith? Do you have a renewed hope of experiencing
victory after having read this book?



Appenclix

Three Steps to Victory
Through the Sanctuary

1) Justification in the Courtyard. Though He Himself was with-
out sin, Jesus became sin for us, suffering and dying the death we
all deserve; whereby our Father God justified us, declaring us to be
holy (righteous) while we were helpless, ungodly sinners. Rejoicing
in this marvelous free gift of God’s grace, we gladly accept it and
praise God daily for all that He has accomplished for us at the cross.
2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 6:23; Romans 5:6, 8-10.

2) Sanctification in the Holy Place. Confessing daily that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of the living God, we put on the mind of
Christ—receiving His thoughts, feelings and motives—and allow
Him to sanctify us by overcoming our sins and character defects
as He dwells in us. We are made holy (righteous) by the victorious
life of Jesus as we receive Christ in us through the Holy Spirit. 1
John 4:15; Philippians 2:5; Ephesians 4:20-24; Colossians 3:12-14;
Ephesians 3:16, 17.

3) Glorification of God in the Most Holy Place. God’s char-
acter is vindicated as He works through us to minister to and
bless others. We become instruments of righteousness to God
as He blots out our sins and we—His completed, united spiritual
body—glorify Him by reflecting His image. When His character
is fully developed in His children, the outpouring of the Latter
Rain will enlighten the whole world with the glory of God. What
a revelation that will be! Romans 6:13; Acts 3:19; 1 Peter 2:9;
Ephesians 3:10; Revelation 18:1.

“Christ in you, the hope of glory”
Colossians 1:27
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“Genuine Conversion,” Ellen G. White
Review and Herald, July 7, 1904

In order to be saved, we must know by experience the mean-
ing of true conversion. It is a fearful mistake for men and women
to go on day by day, professing to be Christians, yet having no
right to the name. In God’s sight, profession is nothing, position
is nothing. He asks, Is the life in harmony with my precepts?

There are many who suppose that they are converted, but who
are not able to bear the test of character presented in the Word
of God. Sad will it be, in the day when every man is rewarded ac-
cording to his works, for those who can not bear this test.

Conversion is a change of heart, a turning from unrighteous-
ness to righteousness. Relying upon the merits of Christ, exercis-
ing true faith in him, the repentant sinner receives pardon for sin.
As he ceases to do evil, and learns to do well, he grows in grace
and in the knowledge of God. He sees that in order to follow Jesus
he must separate from the world, and, after counting the cost, he
looks upon all as loss if he may but win Christ. He enlists in his
army, and bravely and cheerfully engages in the warfare, fighting
against natural inclinations and selfish desires, and bringing the
will into subjection to the will of Christ. Daily he seeks the Lord
for grace, and he is strengthened and helped. Self once reigned
in his heart, and worldly pleasure was his delight. Now self is
dethroned, and God reigns supreme. His life reveals the fruit of
righteousness. The sins he once loved he now hates. Firmly and
resolutely he follows in the path of holiness. This is genuine con-
version.

In the lives of many of those whose names are on the church
books there has been no genuine change. The truth has been kept

For additional information about Ellen G. White and her writings, see
the website at: www.whiteestate.org.
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in the outer court. There has been no genuine conversion, no
positive work of grace done in the heart. Their desire to do God’s
will is based upon their own inclination, not upon the deep con-
viction of the Holy Spirit. Their conduct is not brought into har-
mony with the law of God. They profess to accept Christ as their
Saviour, but they do not believe that he will give them power to
overcome their sins. They have not a personal acquaintance with
a living Saviour, and their characters reveal many blemishes.

Many a one who looks at himself in the divine mirror, and is
convinced that his life is not what it ought to be, fails to make
the needed change. He goes his way, and forgets his defects. He
may profess to be a follower of Christ, but what does this avail if
his character has undergone no change, if the Holy Spirit has not
wrought upon his heart? The work done has been superficial. Self
is retained in his life. He is not a partaker of the divine nature. He
may talk of God and pray to God, but his life reveals that he is
working against God.

Let us not forget that in his conversion and sanctification, man
must cooperate with God. “Work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling,” the Word declares; “for it is God which wor-
keth in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure” Man can
not transform himself by the exercise of his will. He possesses
no power by which this change may be effected. The renewing
energy must come from God. The change can be made only by
the Holy Spirit. He who would be saved, high or low, rich or poor,
must submit to the working of this power.

As the leaven, when mingled with the meal, works from within
outward, so it is by the renewing of the heart that the grace of
God works to transform the life. No mere external change is suffi-
cient to bring us into harmony with God. There are many who try
to reform by correcting this bad habit or that bad habit, and they
hope in this way to become Christians, but they are beginning in
the wrong place. Our first work is with the heart.

The great truth of the conversion of the heart by the Holy Spirit
is presented in Christ’s words to Nicodemus: “Verily, verily, I say
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unto thee, Except a man be born from above, he can not see the
kingdom of God. . . . That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the
Spirit”

The leaven of truth works secretly, silently, steadily, to trans-
form the soul. The natural inclinations are softened and subdued.
New thoughts, new feelings, new motives, are implanted. A new
standard of character is set up,--the life of Christ. The mind is
changed; the faculties are aroused to action in new lines. Man
is not endowed with new faculties, but the faculties he has are
sanctified. The conscience is awakened.

The Scriptures are the great agency in this transformation of
character. Christ prayed, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth?” If studied and obeyed, the word of God works in
the heart, subduing every unholy attribute. The Holy Spirit comes
to convict of sin, and the faith that springs up in the heart works
by love to Christ, conforming us, body, soul, and spirit, to his
will.

A man sees his danger. He sees that he needs a change of char-
acter, a change of heart. He is stirred; his fears are aroused. The
Spirit of God is working in him, and with fear and trembling he
works for himself, seeking to find out his defects of character, and
to see what he can do to bring about the needed change in his life.
His heart is humbled. By confession and repentance he shows the
sincerity of his desire to reform. He confesses his sins to God, and
if he has injured any one, he confesses the wrong to the one he has
injured. While God is working, the sinner, under the influence
of the Holy Spirit, works out that which God is working in mind
and heart. He acts in harmony with the Spirit’s working, and his
conversion is genuine.

The nobility and dignity of the man increase as he takes his
position against the wily foe, who for so many years has kept him
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in slavery. He feels a holy indignation arising within him as he
thinks that for so long he has been Satan’s bond-slave, allowing
the enemy to lead him to refuse to acknowledge his best friend.

Let the sinner co-operate with his Redeemer to secure his lib-
erty. Let him be assured that unseen heavenly agencies are work-
ing in his behalf. Dear souls in doubt and discouragement, pray
for the courage and strength that Christ waits to give you. He has
been seeking for you. He longs to have you feel your need of his
help. He will reach out his hand to grasp the hand stretched out
for aid. He declares, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out” Let mind and heart be enlisted in the warfare against sin.
Let your heart soften as you think of how long you have chosen to
serve your bitterest foe, while you turned from Him who gave his
life for you, who loves you, and who will accept you as his, though
you are sinners. Step out from under the rebel flag, and take your
stand under the blood-stained banner of Prince Emmanuel.

He who would build up a strong, symmetrical character, must
give all and do all for Christ. The Redeemer will not accept di-
vided service. Daily he must learn the meaning of self-surrender.
He must study the Word of God, getting its meaning and obeying
its precepts. Thus he may reach the highest standard of Christian
excellence. There is no limit to the spiritual advancement that he
may make if he is a partaker of the divine nature. Day by day God
works in him, perfecting the character that is to stand in the day
of final test. Each day of his life he ministers to others. The light
that is in him shines forth, and stills the strife of tongues. Day
by day he is working out before men and angels a vast, sublime
experiment, showing what the gospel can do for fallen human be-
ings.

Let us not spare ourselves, but carry forward in earnest the
work of reform that must be done in our lives. Let us crucify self.
Unholy habits will clamor for the mastery, but in the name and
through the power of Jesus we may conquer. To him who daily
seeks to keep his heart with all diligence, the promise is given,
“Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow-
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ers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

“Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One,
to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth,
... Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of
the Lord that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall
choose thee” God himself is “the justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus” And “whom he justified, them he also glorified” Great as
is the shame and degradation through sin, even greater will be the
honor and exaltation through redeeming love. To human beings,
striving for conformity to the divine image, there is imparted an
outlay of heaven’s treasure, an excellency of power that will place
them higher than even the angels who have never fallen.
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